


. drea~The total ) : !
miles, and that of the valley proper about 650 square miles.  As the count

 has never beeu surveyed and mapped, the area stated above is merely approxi-
mate, and represents the size of~the territory as nearly as possible. .
The valley proper of Manipur is situated almost in th cenfre of the
£ mountain country extending between Assam, Kachar, Burm,
population of the valley of Manipur and thab of th
Tonn hills ave estimated to be about 74,000 hillmen and 65,000
Manipuris, total 139,000 souls, = | j D e
. No changes of parganas have taken place; but some disputes ]'\e,‘gat‘ding R
the bourtlaries on the north, i, e., between Naga Hills District and anipur,

and on the east between Barmah and Manipur, have avisen. These bounda-

8 v definitely settled during the ensuing cold season. ik 4
. The largest tract of country under the Manipur rule is that sitaated in
 the hills, and inbabited by various tribes, divided, however, into the two
. great sections of Naoas and Kukis, o ‘ o

In 1835 the British Government, for the preservation of a friendly

intercourse, and as a medium of communications with the Manipur Govern-
‘ment, and, as occasions might require, with the Barmese authorities on that
frontier, and more especially to prevent border feuds and disturbances, which
might lead to hostilities between the Manipuris and the Burmese, deemed
it necessaty to retain an officer in the character of Politieal Agent at
Manipur. = In 1851 the future relations with the state of Manipur of the
British Government was declared, and a public avowal of the determination of

nt to uphold the present raja, and to resist and punish gxompsly'
[ ' npting hereafter to dispossess him, was made, In 1861 Go

ernment contemplated to withdraw the Agent from Manipur, but on a reco
ideration of the arguments for his retention was not earried into effect,




. Desceription of Capilal.—The sadr station o
' Manipuris imphal, which simply means a large collec
 resides  the raja and tef officials, the politie
. village, for it is nothir ore, covers a large extent of g
@ population estimated at 85,000,  The houses are constructed of w
. bamboo; some of them, however, especially within the enclosure w
. raja resides, are of large size and height. Of brick buildings
very few, and comprise the raja’s powder magaziue, & gateway, i
pair of symmetrical buildings forming part of the sides of the road leading
. through the centre of the raja’s enclosure, and of the ohject of which no
. account can be given, and a few Hindu muts scattered here and there
. i, throughout the capital. - T
. The name “ Manipur” is thus accounted for by the Manipuris, who quote '
| the Mahabharut inconfirmation of its accuracy : they say—The pame is
from mani, a jewel; this jewel  was formerly in the possession of the rajas
of the country ages ago. The country was at one time named Mahendrapur,
. ov Mahendrapahar (name of & high hill situated but a short distance to the
. east of the capital), but on a raja, by name Babrd Babd, coming into pos.
. mession of the jewel, which formerly belonged to a Nag Raja, or Serpent
. King, and the gadi, he changed the name to Manipur, The name for the
Manipur Valley, recognized amongst the Manipuris themselves, i “ Maithi
. laipak,” or the country of the Maithis: this name is not used out of the
~country. The Burmese call it Katha, Assamese Mikli, Bengalese Moglai, a
comvuption of Mikhi. ‘ I e
The imphal (town) and its suburbs are divided into four sections, viz.,
- Khotii, Khurai, Odnglkhai, and Jaskul. Bach of these sections has its own
/ thénd, and again each thdnd has its three hidels or parganas, all of which
are subject to the orders of the officer in charge of the sections. =~
The number of houses in section Kho#i are 2,267, Khurai 649, Ofingkhai
708, and Jaskul 2,118, in all 5,787. Allowing on the average of five per-
isons to cach house, the population will be 28,685, S
The following list will show the different castes occupying the DSt
houses enumerated above ;— T e
Casbos, \ House,  Population, i

.

Brahmans | ¥ o BO8: LR BA0
Ganpks i 31 de
Ru%afs {amily e A 101 RO
Kshatrias ol o 4256 | 21,280
Baisyas e 42 U
Kayasths or kyasts . e I a9 0 495
Sngras i ot 408 4 2,490
Héui and clidmirs i a7 485
Musalmang e IR e 1,625
5,037 28,686

The four thénds of the four sections are named Thabal, Jarpok, Langpok,
. and Sengmei. ‘ ‘
In Thabal the hidels or parganas are called Khekmul, Subuntongba,
and Lakshminagar, | 4
The houses in Khekmul are ealeulated 539, Subuntongba 243, and
 Lakshminagar 338, tofal 1,120, Gt i i
4 k’l‘he hidels or parganas in Jarpok Thénd are Athokpum, Jarpok, and
Kekru. : e ‘ S
. There ave 373 houses in Athokpum; 305 in Jarpok, and 345 in Kekrm,
total 1,083, U L ‘ e L




¢ named Sengmei,

n Sengmei, 809 in Lankn, and 201 §

. Of the different castes inhabiting ‘the above houses, the Manipur
. authorities have no reliable information, |

protection of the connry =

‘t‘hej %orthﬂwsh e A‘ﬁﬁz‘.éﬁgﬁg{‘" On the Sé\;th-Weaﬁ fi Moma.ng

In addition to the above, there are the following Police Théunds f i

vorth L s@ LR v ouvn U g, B ! |
»  North-West w. Makhing, ) 'y [Sankh-laet ol Paledgh el
Wb Bammpal 00 )y Best e fektah and Chandrakong.

.  Seenery in Me“*ﬁdlley.fm‘l'ﬁé;séaﬁery in the valley is very “uninteresting
and monotonous ; t‘iz}é‘-ﬁglds; swamps, small muddy rivers, bamboo clumps,

‘barren hills of low elevation, common-looking villages,—these are the principal :
features met with: the presence of the varying outline of the hilis

surrounding the valley, however, relieves all this, and -re‘cleems\w"l;aqv Wqﬁld i |

 otherwise be fame and uninteresting. 0L 0
" To the traveller between Kachar and Mavipur, the first view of the

valley of Manipur is obtained from the eastern slope of the Limatol Range
of hills, nearly 2,500 feet above the plamn below. It is striking and

peculiar; immediately on crossing the ridge the tree jungle. disappears, and W

the eastern slope of the hill range is bare and covered with grass; scarcely

a tree is to boe seen, save in the ravines which ocenr at intervals along the .

yange, ‘ Lo i
General appearance of bhe Valley.~Looking down on the valley, the |
. object which first prominautl presents itself is the Logtak Lake, lymg i
* front, and o the right with aje low bare hills which skivt it reflected on its
surface. In the cold weather, when all vegetation is comparatively dried up,
the general aspect of the valley from above is nob inviting ; it looks barren
and bleak, To the south of the Logték Liake up to the boundary of hills
in that direction, the valley is almost entirely uncultivated and covered with
grags jungle, scarcely a tree being visible. To the north and east villages
are seen, and in the distance, to the north, in a corner under the hills, lies
the capital ; here the country is well wooded and more dengely populated than
in any other part. Towards the east, the view is bounded by the Hirok
range of hills, which divides the valley from that of Kubo and Upper
Burmah. In the valley are several small ranges of hills running in various
directions, neatly all bare of trees and covered with scaunty ctops of grass.
Several rivers from the north and west are seen entering the Logtak Lake,
from which emerges one river, which, uniting with others, flows from the
valley to the sonth. : ! ,‘
he general shape of the valley is that of an irregular oval; its length °
is about 36 miles, and greatest breadth about 20. ,
The highest ground is towards the north, where the eapital is situated,
the lowest at the Logték Lake, and near it, towards the south and south-
west, the ground again rises. The general -eonformation of the valley is.
~ thatof a shallow saucer, the lowestpart of which is the Logték Lake. = =
Report on Geology—~Our knowledge of the geology of the country
has not been in the lenst improved, The universal prevalence of dense
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arated clay ; it is dis
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p ‘ alley are, on the Manipur side, composed
prent varieties of sandstone and slate, more or less compact it
strueture.  On the Kubo side, hornblende and iron stone are .
ngalmatolits and fuller’s earth, which are dug from the ground no
. Moreh to the extreme sowth-east of the valley. North of
. rocks become more solid and compact, and the great central

) 0 Eré\;hilj‘, on the
levations, these are succeede
in many instances to be
: lay ; it is distingtly = stmatified In very &
enerally dip slightly to the southward. Petrifactions
es of woods growing on the borders of the nalahs are ver
ng the central ranges, west of Manipur, limestone has

pping out from the banks of the streams, and it has since then
und in the north, south, and east. The rocks found on the hiils
ipur and the Kubo V

"

ridge, shout |

Gramei ftribe dwells, is composed of hard greyﬁammﬂ‘?w Shfﬂﬁﬂeﬂ

in the valley.

. the ridge, having about the base boulders of granite. That coal of an
. inferior quality exists in the hills to the north-east of the Manipur V:
- is apparently certain, but the nature of the deposits or their qual

; unknown. No metals of any kind are found or worked in the hills,
. mincral productions of the valley may be mentioned as only two :

. iron ore and limestone, No metal other than iron has as yet been for

Hills and Mountains.—~The following is a list of the bills and

lley
The
0 in number, -

. 'within Manipur Territory ; the approximate heights of some of the g

~ the line of road between Kachar and Manipur are added o
[ 1. Mukrn Range Lo

South-wess |

NOl'f:h fe

North-cast .. 4

/2. Nungjaipang,
4. Bumbirong,

5. Nungha o

6. Khulel (Mongjorong),

7. Kawpuw Range, west

10. Nungshai.
11 Nyoral Limatah.
L

3. Myang-khong.
4. Sudiem.
L. 5. Thimbah Karung.

( 1. Mukok Ching.

2. Maiom Ching.

3. Mukeng Ching.
4, Chuoyar Ching.
8. Khamsole Ching.
6. Lysul Ching.

L 7. Kajai Ching,

3. Kala Naga or Akinalong i

LENs

! anh

8 Ditle . Celsballed
9. Loanglol-Kholel Limatol. :
2. Lumbangtong overlooking the Manipur Valley W 5,600

{ 1. Kowbru.
i1 2. Nungphow.

Muram Kholel,
Mao Range,
Tangal Hills.
Kutung Laiya.

. Negari Molong.
i Thyboong,
10, Liy1,

11. Prowi.

12, Tangkhul,
13, Tupah.

14, Mupithel,

&

ek

of Kawpum Valley

."-' Elev i

wve

v

10. Phwbahs! v
- 11, Koleah Ching,

12, Angamei. ‘

13, Kohima,

15, Chutong Lumlai,
16. Hungdung,

17. Ok-kKhurul. ,
18. Huining. ‘
19. Nungbi Nunghar,
20, Mukubang, =~
21 Ohatilee 0 vies




ﬁung Khal.
ARbui,
4, Chungbeole.
f'l:seklami_' A
-‘Hmig‘s‘l-pa,t.‘le‘x. ;

4. Unapokpi. ©
6. Uchalpokpi,

sbion, height, &e~~The hill ranges foun i
~ Manipur rale $enerally run nearly north and sonth,
| conneeting spurs and ridges of lower elevation between
Their greatest altitnde is abtained to the north about fonr days’
journey from the Manipur Valley, and here hills are found upwards of
8,000 feet above the level of the sea. From this point south wuntil
: is reached, towards Chittagong and Arracan, there is a steady
n the height of the hill ranges; to the nortl, again, until
m Valley is reached, there iz the same gradual decroase !
’ght.‘; ' The general aspect of the hill ranges is that of irregular
 ridges, occasionally rising into conical peaks and flattened eliffs of

i the

. in hei

serrate

~ bare rock.

‘Manipur Valley, the summit of the hills presents a more open and rolling

~character; and facing the valley is an extent of hill land comparatively flat
and of considerable size. ‘ ‘ i T b

k. Oceasionally, as in the western range of hills overlooking the

: . Litent of Hill Country.~By far the  largest tract of coﬂntry owned by / il
. Manipur is that sitnated in the hills surrounding the valley. Thototal =

area of the hill possessions of Manipur is probably about 7,000 square

_ miles, and the population is voughly computed at 74,000. This area has
gradually extended since the re-establishment of the Manipur power affer |

the Burmese war of 1824, : , s AL

Forests and_ Vegetations—The whole of the hill ranges lying between

the valleys of Kachar and Manipur, and far to the north and south, are

_ densely clothed to their stmmits with tree jungle. Almost the only
| excepbion to this has been already stated in the description of the Manipur

Valley, and refers to the hill slopes facing it. These slopes have been =
steadily cleared of their timber, consequently they present a dennded

- appearance. The tree forest presents great variety ; and in the ranges lying
* west of the Manipar Valley there are large forest tracts of trees comprising
Nigegar, jarul, India-rubber, tun, oak, ash, &c., &c.  Fir trees do not seem
to exist iu the hills immediately adjoining the Government road. Bamboo
Jungle is everywhere plentifal. Towards the north, in the valleys dividing
the hill range one from another, the forest trees attain immense sizes and
heights, and where this kind of forest exists, the bamboo is uncommon.
In the Hirok Range, lying between Manipur and Burmah, the jungle is
much more open, and very large trees are rarer than either towards the west
or north, and the bamboo is confined to the low-lying ground and ravines.
Fir trees are occasionally seen, but are not plentiful. ~ The tea plant is found
in this range, and apparently spreads over a very large arca, Teak is
~common on the slope overlooking the Kubo Valley. The Manipuris say
that a thorough search has been made for the tea plants in the hill ranges
lying between Kachar and Manipur, but without success, Although this
. may be the case, the soil everywhere between the two valleys appears well
- adapted for its growth. The cinchona would most likely salso grow well
on the slopes of the hills, especially those lying neavest to the Manipur
. Valley and in the Hirok Range. The tea plant is common in the hills to the

5




nortk,  The only parts o
" Manipur territory which
. forest and the hill slopes lyin
. south of the valley most of the 1ildin
the varicties are said to be proof against the ravages of the wi
4 tree, found in the hills to the north.east in considerable riu
 resinous fluid is obtained, which is used for japanning
. The fir troe when met withis highly resinous, and the
size. Near the salt wells to the noreh-cast of the valley:

. range of hills rising from it are numerous clumps of fir; ¢
. diminish in numbers as the Lill ranges in thata‘c{imreeﬁonu a1
 the south the fir is plentiful. Palm trees are quite unkne
ranges throughout the whole hill territory, with the exception of
on the eastern slope of the Hirok Range, near Tumu in Burmah,

few supari trees grow; on the western slopes of the hill rang

. between Manipur and Kachar and in the Jiri forest there are no palms
. The slopes of the hills, with few exceptions, are easy, and c
. beaversed both by ponies and men, The passes that lead through th
. be described hereafter in giving the account of roads in the distric
. Rwers inthe Valley~—The rivers of any volume flowing through the
., Valley all take their rise in the hills to the north and north-west, and are
- insignificant in size and breadth, although carrying a large body of water
' with g rapid current, during the rains. ‘ e
., Names of Rivers—The chief rivers are named the Tmpal, Eril, Thobal,
- Nambul and Nambol. The first three, rising in the hills to the north, flow
~enstward to the Logték and do not fall into it; the other two, which rise to
the north and north-west, fall into the Liogtak, from which one stream the =
. Kortak emerges ; this eventnally joing with the others to form one river, the
 Sugunu, which flows south, and eventually falls into the Ningthi or
Kyendweng River in Upper Burmah below the town of Gendas. = =~
The 1Iril or Khongbar River, which flows through the capital, rises
in the hills to the north of the Manipur Valley; this river is navigable
for a short distance only for small boats from the capital ; further progress
is then impeded by rocks and rapids. The junction of the rivess of the
valley south of the Logték Lake forms one river by name ¢ Maithi Turel”
or Manipuri River; it is also called « Achowba” or large ; it goes also by
~many other names amongst the Manipuris, This river flows ncarly due
south, and enters the hills at Sugunu to the extreme south of the valley.
This river is navigable for small craft with difficulty for two days below
. Bugunu, when further progress is barred by lofty falls, The Maithi even-
tually falls into the Ningthi or Kyendweng River, some distance below the
_ town of Gendat in Burmese Territory. ‘ L
. Bivers in Hill Territory—Therivers crossed in the hills lying between
the Manipur valleys and Kachar, and which are the largest and most
important of those rising or flowing through its hill territory, are as

 follows 1 ‘ ‘ /
Jdiri River, Erung River.
Mukru River. Lenghba River.
Barak River. . Limatak River.

The Jiri River~—Coming from the west, the first river met with after
leaving Lakipur is the Jiri; which forms the boundary between British
and Manipur Werritory from its source to its termination in the Barak,
The Jiri riges in the hills to the north-east of the Kachar Distriet, and flows W




rosiched ; hete it
Government voad crosses ; making
in; and after a course of about 12 miles

south

nd here, it flows south again, and of ‘ab mi
‘the Barak River, From its junction with the Barak, it is said

0 be navigable for small dingis for five days. I
. In the dry weather the Jiti is fordable; it is also crossed by a propped
foot bridg oir{ ' '

amboo ; during the rains a ferry boat conveys across passen-

~ gers. 'The viver is about 40 yards wide, and its bed is full of snagsand

_ trunks of trees. On the Manipur'side of the Jiri commences a large and
_ valuable area of dense forest, which extends on either side, but especially in
& southerly direction for many miles; this forest contains much valuable

~  timber, Tndia-rubber, &e. | i i
1o the enst is the Mukru, which flows nearly parallel with the Jiri. Risiug
 east of the Jiri from the hills to the north near the Burail Range, which
" separates the watershed of Assam from that of Manipur, it flows south
‘and falls into the Baral, about 18 miles below the point at which it is crossed
by the road from Kachar, The Mukru is not navigable for any part of its
 course. This stream is beautifully clear, about 45 yards broad and well
| stocked with mahseer fish. It is easily fordable in the dry season; the
_ bottom is of large pebbles and round water-worn stones; the water about
‘knee deep, In the rains, and when the water is too high for fording, a

Mufpee Biver—The next river meb with descending the Mulru Rabge o

‘bamboo raft is used, which is attached to strong canes stretching across the e

river from bank to bank and fastened to trees ; the raft moves along the
canes and is pulled across by the party on if. The current is swift in the
yaing, and is too deep to be fordable for several months.

.

Barak River~~The Barak, the largest and most important of the ri‘\?s:aré, N
in the Manipur hill territory, rises east of the Mukru under the Burail
range of mountains ; flowing south-east, it receives in its course, besides

several sgmall unnamed streams, fivst the Mukra, next the large river

which rises further east than the Barak, the Emng ; still pursuing a south. ~‘

erly course, it receives at the southern spur of the mountain range,

continuous with the Kals Naga range of hills, the Tepai River which flows

north from the Lushai country. The Barak now makes a sharp bend and
flows nearly due north until it receives the waters of the Jiri, after which
the one river thus constitited, still named the Barak, enters British Territory -
and flows west through the Kachar Valley. The Barak is named by the
' Manipuris the Quaiy, and is said to be navigable for canoes for aboutone
day above its junction with the Tepai River. 'This river is fordablein the dry
weather, with the water thigh deep; the bed of the river is of small boulders,
and the strearn at the ford is about 60 yards wide, with a moderately stron
current.  Immediately above the ford the river expands into & wide pool, an
above this again contracts between high banks, The forest jungle at this part
. is heavy and dense; below the ford of the Barak, on its right bank, the
. hill is almost perpendicular and densely clothed with trees; so high and.
steep i this hill, that it is sunset on the river some hours before the sun-
shine fades away from the summit of the hill. Like the Mukra, the Barak
ie well stocked with fish, and the fishing ground below the ford 1z remark-
ably good for a considerable distance, j
Lengba—A small stream, runs at the foot of the hill near Nungha, a
village which lies about midway between Kachar and Maunipur, and nearly
the same between the two principal rivers, the Barak and Erung. This
stream is not navigable by boats, but easily fordable at all times. ‘



vigable. o | s

its bed is Iugher, bemg aboi
' *‘:"Bara.k in the dry season,
an the Barak a8 bhe surround ng

lase to the swing "lmdge, A
watak Rwer.é»-»Thxs river is of 1o gl em; bmadbh, fmm
nb with a strong current, it is crossed either by fording or by
coording to the state of the river. i
The only river of any 1mpm'b.mae in the mek R;mg
Dbetween Manipur and Burmah is the Twokehao; this ill stre
into the Kuabo Valley, and is of inconsiderable size and quite unn wg&ble,
1 Thers are no other important rivers in the tervitory. Al the r
i nfon:dahlf* at any time during the year, and at suah & dlshnce from the |
. ot affected by tide or bore. . ‘
| Logtdk Laker~The only important lake in Lhe dlstt‘lc
. This irregular sheet of water is o onmderable sxza, but is yea
and less.
/1 'The general opxmon of whservers s to the fnrmatxon of 1
Valley is, that in former ages it was chiefly a. large lake, whick h
- ally contracted in size, until what rémains of it is seen in the Lo,
. Other sheets of water~Qther lake-like sheets of water xmb
" parts of the valley, chiefly towards its northern extremity s i
‘~‘ %o«rték excepted, oes any large stream drain into them.
i 'l‘here are no towns on the banks of the rivers. The onl
 river s carried by small canoes loaded Wxtb paﬁdy and bu
i such us grass, timber, and bamboes.
1. Noother rtream, except the Nambol, is used a8 a motive ey
o mg« ‘mills, and only in one instance by the maharaga fam grmdmg heat ati i
. aplace close to- his residence. ' il
. Pisheries.—The principal fishevies in the nemtory ave the Logtﬁk Elmp smdf‘ 0
i ‘”Wmth'm lakes.  In the latter a bund is annmlly constructed  to retain the
. water ata certain Jevel. At the bund, thereisa toll where revenue is pe ‘d W
. theraja for the fish- caught. The ﬂshmg in this lake is given by the rajato
| his’ cavalry soldiers in remuneration for their services, They all reside in
. its vieinity, and apportion the work of fishing amongst themselves, keeping
. what figh is necessary for their own consumption and selling the remainder
- for their own benefit at the toll where purchasers are mvmmbly to be iound i
' Who take it and retail it in the Manipur Bazar, = it
| Wish are more plentiful in the dry than in the ramy season, and f,he]”j
/ guah is inferior to that of Silhet or Kachar. :
. Pisgh~=Of fish there is a considerable variety, and the sup
~ RWcr ixsh afford about 13 different kmdq. OFf ﬂ:xese, the most

1mpéxmﬁb are 0




“.f ‘inhabxtant that Iwe by ﬁshzng- is 1, 400 men,
ble to ascertain with precision whether any rivers or marshes
with 8 vnaw to culhvatxon, but there are many marsh hmd ﬁt‘, i

 than 17 vmetxes of rice are gmwn, these mo.y be dwxded mbo o
ite crops. The early crop ripens in three months, and is ready
- about September, Of late years a large. quantity of the early
‘ een sown. Of the early there ave four varieties. ~The late crop
pen& insax mom,hs, and is reaped about November. The gzeat bulk of
‘,own in the country is of tha late varieties, whiech comprise 13 kmds i
uhxeﬂy distinguished by size of grain and colour. The finest of these are
*f'named phourail, yentik, and loining : these ate white and of large gram.
_ There is no class in this territory who live by river industries. : \
. The drainage of the country is excellent, there being a steudy fall
i ‘towards the Logtdk Lake from whence arises ‘the Sugunu which carries all
! fsuperﬂuous water into the Ningthi in Upper Burmah, :
| Mineral. Prodfzwtwm ~~The mineral productions of the country, ag almady i
 stated, are two in number—-Iron-ore and limestone. No metal other than
. iron has as yet been found in the valley.
Iron-ore.~Iron is obtained principally from the beds of sma,ll st;reams
south of Thabal and the hills near Langatel. It has also been found
‘ fundemeath the hills to the north at a place called Kameng.  The ironstone

is found a few feet under the surface, and is worked cons:dembly The loss =

produced by smelting the ore amounts to nearly fifty per cent. All the
iron deposits are found in the valley, and are generally accidentally dls-
covered, as Kameng was, in cultiyating the fields, ;

Gold, —Grold is said to have been found at one time in the Kougha and

Emphal Rivers, but although frequent search has been made of lm, years,
o trace of its presence now can be found.

 Ljimestone.—Lime was formerly entirely obtaived from Sugunu; to the
south of the valley the quality is good, but the quantity is bewmmg some-
what exhausted. The Manipuris do not quarry but only take the surface

"deposite: Towards the north recently, about two days’ journey from the
capital, large deposits have been found. Other places surrounding the
_ wvalley are also worked, On the Jiri River, on the Kachar frontier, lime has
‘also been found, but it is said that the deposits are ummpmbant and of
“indifferent quality.
Coal. —To the south-east, in the hills, it iy reported a kind of coal is
found, but as to the extent of the deposits no information can be obtained. Of
 the quahty nothing can be ascertained, except that the burning power is bad.
' Salt—Nearly “the whole of the salt consumed by the Manipuris is
- obtained from salt wells situated in the valley. A small quantity is ocoasion-
ally imported in times of scarcity from Burmah aud Kachar.

The principal salt wells are situated at the foot of the hills to the north-
eagt, about fourteen miles from the capital; they are four in number, and
are named Ninguil, Chundrakong, Sikhong, and Waikhong ; they all lie
close together, and are surrounded by villages, wherein reside those engaged
in the salt wanufactare. Wells have been opened in other parts of bhe
valley, but the supply has not been remuneratxve

: B



, however, remune
s sot; aside for their |
ja is 80 per cent. of the
; ent, is divided among the work
ufactured varies according to geason, the most
enther, when the water is at its strongest. Abou
s the average. ' All the men employed in this
ho loi caste, the lowest among the Manipuris. | i
No attempt bas at any time been made o, reach the gal
f’g‘h&s gossible,‘thérei is no doubt that rock-salt in- large deposi
" Mhe salt obtained is quite pure and free from smell. Its whol
is about Bs. 6 a maund, i Wt e
. Building stone and materials for metalling roads are proc
R ! A W
| The only parts of the immense tracts of forest lying in
| Werritory which are utilized to any extent, are those of the WJi
| the hill slopes lying nearest to the valley. The revenue deriv
. above is amazingly small. i
. The jungle products are chiefly bees’ wax, India-rubber, ten
. and a black resinous fluid called khair, much used in japanning
' Nagas of the surrounding hills generally trade in these products.
“also bring oceasionally elephant, tusks for sale. | 0 i
; The country contains many pasture grounds, but no reven
' drom them. There is no class in Manipur who live by pasturin,
. Wild Animals~The wild animals that inhabit the valley | are but
| in’ number-—tiger, a species of wild cat, pig, and two ies of
. Jackal is noknown to Manipuar, e
. Wild fowl, comprising gecse, duek, teal, snipe, &c., abou

o asmlhay Gl | e ; ‘
' Iiger.~The tiger is common in the Manipur Valley, and irequently

_ attains a large size j—they generally confine their depredations to cary
' off cattle and ponies, but man-eaters are not uncommon., dm e

ing
The tiger and wild hog are at times destructive to human life. |

L dn
~one instance a tiger got into a house, killed seven individuals, and was not -
~ destroyed until he bad eaten one of them. e
. Mode of capturing Tigers—As in Bengal, when the lair of a tiger has
| been noted and marked, it is surrounded by a strong rope met, and inform- i
. ation is at once given to the authorities, The officer of the ¢ Lallup”
" in which the tiger is found makes arrangements for its destruction, first,
' however, informing the raja in case he might want to kill the animal
himeelf.  Villagers are rewarded for the destruction of tigers according fo
cirenmstances, the rewards varying in value from a present of land and a
 robe of honor to small rewards in woney, eloth and salt.
" In order to keep down the number of tigers, an wrangement isin
- existence all over the country for trapping them ; this is done by * Karrups,” .
‘or tiger parties, who surround the tiger with a net. There are also scouts,

Bl



he killing of a tiger, great crowds
s headmen with sepoys, &o., are present.
e for deer-shooting is about March, at whiel

nd the young grass shoots ug ; at other
ills. Tt is at this time, whe

Jjungle is being
 very dangerous. Driven out from their shel-
are apt to run a muck and attack all before him. The ha
own in the country. Ll

bwl—The valley t

l

owards the Logtdk Lake during the cold season
swarms with wild fowl, especially geese. Both the geese and
t with in the valley are fine ‘%irds, "and make good eating, The
 especially the geese, nearly all migrate to the hills during the
hey are said fo proceed to a lake in the hills about three
Fho Magipow Nalldy. o0
¢ hirds, there are mostly the varieties common to eas
e only crow seen is the large black variety. Kites are few in
wmber ; singing birds, varieties unknown by name, are common ; their
song is chiefly heard in the early morning. : i
. The wild animals found in Manipur Hill Territory may now be briefly
osHmmeratad 0 s e R
' Elephant.—~This animal exists in large numbers both to the north and
~south of the Manipur Valley, also to the south of the Governmenf road
. andin the Jiri Forest. The hill-men hunt and kill them for ‘the flesh
(i and fukke 00 | L A
. Digers.—These are not 'very plentiful or destructive; they are chiefly
 found following up the herds of elephants, upon whose young they prey.
" Leopards.—These are few in number. i o
. Wild Cats—Of these there are several varieties, ~ U
| Bears~~Of these there are two varieties, one small, and one large and
. fierce. They are both black, and are mostly found to the north, Lo
' Déor.—Of these, there are said to be a large variety of a brown colour, .
 probably Sambar, the variety peculiar to Manipur, of which a few only =
are found in the hills ; three varieties of small deer, ravine deet, batking
- deer®his. variety is plentiful), and a small red deer. ‘ i '
'1‘ o }f}fim Goat,—One variety very rarely seen of a reddish brown colour and
short ham: : ' :

({Vzld Piy.—Plentiful and very large; tusks very long, and eurved up-
waxds,. | ‘ , L
- Porcupine.~Plentiful, : ; ‘
Wild Buffale.~This animal is found to the south of the valley only,
Wild Methna or Hill Cow.~This animal in a wild state is now rare, and
is found to the south only, ;
 Rhinoeeros.—1Is found only in the hills to the east and south,
. Flying lemurs.— Are said to be not uncommon.. v L
. Mole or Mole-rat—This animal is said to be found of a reddish colour.
- Should s Manipuri meet this animal on the road, he will not pass the place
. nntil he has caught and killed it; he afterwards splits the animal length-ways,

i



f ] : . the hil
'his rat often occasions great destruetion of the hill-max
| in immense swarms at times, and their coming is said to
 the flowering of the bamboos. These swarms are comr
south ; they appear suddenly, it is said, at night, and eat up
standing grain, and the stoves in the villages disappearing
mysteriously as they come. Their last appearance was in 1868

vaded the Nuga villages lying close to the Manipur vond, and

much dAmagéﬁﬁha@s?u‘(fpli&b of rice had to be sent to the suffe
Manipur Valley. Besides this rat, there is also found the comm
nd musk rat. Mice are also common, .

Otter—~Of this there are two varieties, one large, and the othe
. Monfkeys.—Hoolook, there are plentiful ; lungoor, a large monl

_bling the ourang-outang, is said to be found to the north; the

rown monkey, a small reddish monkey, which is said
hen oliserved by men, e e
| Rats and flying-foxes, birds, jungle-fowl, partridge, nail, snip
Jates, black crow, doves, eagles of a black colour are'sai?l”td be fou ;
‘highest peaks ; owls, parrots, small birds in great variety, mostly witho
i Eong, el ‘ TR O e

. Snakes.—Theboa-constrictor is found in the dense forests to the south,and

s said frequently to attain a large size; other small varieties of the snake

tribe are found in the jungles, they are all or nearly all innoenovs.

- AHeptiles in the Valley~~Manipur appears to be singularly free from = |

‘dangerous reptiles; poisonous snakes are mearly, if not quite, unknown.

- The cobra does not seem to exist in the valley. The natives mention the
existence of a green hill snake, which is said o be poisonons. - Small harm- i
less snakes are commion enough. Large serpents are said to be found in the

. dense jungle in the hiils and the swamps to the south of the valley, = ==

The marshes in the vicinity of the Logtdk also afford a retreat toser-

peats of a formidable size. Other places m the valley ave infested by the .
serpent tribe; some of them are exceedingly active and bold, as the tanglei.
"This snake is very fond of ascending bamboos, along the branches f which =

~ he moves with great velocity, and if enraged, throws bhimself from apex-

. traordinary height upon the object of his anger. His bite is said to be

~ mortal.  This, added to his great activity and fierceness, makes the tangler

~ an object of much terror. This snake is quite as active in the water as he
is-on dry land. The Manipuris speak too of a suake.god called Khavow

* which, when met, atters a loud sound, like an ox bellowing, and spits his
venom to a great distance. ' SO

~ Insects, as butterflies, moths, erickets, &ec., are plentiful, but present
. nothing peculiar to those of Eastern Bengal generally. : g

~ The mosquitoe is very common and troublesome during the hot season ;
they disappear during about two months of the coldest part of the year,

. Honey-Bee—A small variety of the honey-bee is common in the valléy,
Another variety of large size, named “ Khoibi Namthow,” is found chietly
towards the southern extremity of the wvalley. This bee makes its nest
underground, and it so hollows out the ground and weakens the surface,

 that cases are. nob unfrequent of pedestrians breaking through and being
serionsly and even fatally injured by the stings of the insects. The only
sign of the nest below is a withering of the grass over the spot. Ahe .




alley of Manipur

,g‘raasuhupper. . .
‘and from snakes are very Tare ; none hav been
w years. No reward is paid for snake killing. No
in wild beast skins, and the Sore natwre contm te

ards the wealth of the district.- ‘ i
mpt to take a census has ever beeu made. The poyulatwn of the
,meﬂudm only. Mﬂmpum,hnoh hill-men, was estmmuted
lloch in 18569 at 50,000 ; in 1868 at from 65,000 to 70,000. -

allow it up and
om ab mghﬁ and the hanayebmb- xt;m ed.

g is a list of the different castes of men lmug in the vall«.y

 Me heu)r Mampur Pmpar-—-

or “f%a.xsya.h
| Kayast
- Kémar.
i Kﬂmé.r
Jogi.

Pb_eesooba or

. Kolesaba = or
Sumlsokps  or

A1 Mhao Soomba or
7 Thang ga o oor
Tithibee or
Musa.lman Lor

The Bmhmans only are exempted from all duties and taxes.. 0
. The peculiarity of the Manipur Eithibee or mehter. caste is that he )
o owill perform his useful but filthy office for the raja and his family alone.

| Dhobf

‘ Goldsmlth ‘

‘ th
Teli.
thennan i)
. l

. Meithei Pamgal. G

v

To the different classes of people according to the Lallup system various =

‘nmd differing employments are assigned.

Amongst the Meithei or Mani-

 puri population, there are four great divisions in their order of semomty a8 ‘]

ﬁ)l!ows R

11;~‘Nii;gthorw Selba,

| 2 L.mﬁé( elbn,
9, Mauba uuglel

g I’aoh@n.

: 5 Pem Khongba,
o tagol Sung

| 7. Samoo Sung
8 Arﬁng'bi ‘

9. 'I‘h{mg‘)a-p&mha
Bolodeo Seino

/11, Phauroongba
12 Thoom;womongbn

meham Kapham.

Sub-division of Classes.

Raja’s body and house
geryants.
Rani’s ditto.
Medical pra,(;tt tioners
. o kabiraj
Comt of
women.

ustxoe for

| Musiciaus and singers.

Overseers of the myal
. stables.
" Overseers of the ele-

phants.

Butlers, look after the
food.

Overseers  of black-
smiths,
Ditto  of fivewood.
Ditto  of rice,

" Ditto . of salt,

-

13,
14,
15.

16.
iy
18,

19,
20,
91,

Poogai
Maiba tul
Doolai Baba

Apalba

Doolai roe Sung

Sebuk T han g
sooba

Qo-saba

Low roongha,

Théng-jaba

| 22. Kon-siba

23.
24.

Koodumba
Ahgiba
25. Sungle
26+ Sungooba
27. Lm—km

- After the. a.bo?fe come the following :— :
 Phoongnati,—This class were formerly slaves of the m;a (ancordmg bo
\ another a.ccount they still are so), who were liberated and formed intoa

i Ahalloop Nehﬁroop. : 1l
\:Theae, again, are divided into the following classes, the names of‘ wlueh
wmh the nature of' the:r employment are herein stated :— .

Charge of monay—chew
Strikers of gongs.
Chuprassies and 1es
sengors, j
Mounted troops.

Carry doolais.

Raja’s sword-bearers.

Carpenters.
Cultivators.
Blacksmiths.
dJewellers and work(,r.;
in brass.

Bone-setters.
Metal-casters.
Cuteherry. work.

Ditto.
House-builders.




come destitute.  They lu
» and supported by them
‘pari” of land (about 2 acree)

he raja, and formerly N
ount of the raja, each family cu
to the raja, half for their own support
‘ lup” besides, like the others; during tha
ployed in making brooms and baskets for

They number about 200 families. Al
Lioge.—The Loee is not recognized as a pure Manipuri ; th
e descendants of the former inhabitants of Moirfng, one of
tribes which formerly occupied the walley to the south, They w
ly independent, but were reduced ages ago by the Meitheis ; |
~ Loeayor ““ subdued,” which was given them after their subjection, !
 fess to be Hindus, but ave not recognized as such by the orthodo
 Joee caste seems a sort of “limbo” for nondeseripts of all de
| Manipuris are frequently degraded to Loee as a punishment.
© should it not be remitted, which it usually is after a time, th
. descends to the wife and family of the eulprit. who heeome
. descendants of people of low caste, other than Musalmans, e
| consigned to the Loees. They are, perhaps, the most hardev
msefal clags of people in the valley. All the men are e
making. Silk manufacture and fishing belong to this class.
. appear to have a separate language.  One village of them, calle
~ speak a language only understood by themselves ;.this language is
have an affinity with the Burmese. Amongst the Loees are a section
. engaged as fishermen on the Logtik Lake, who do not perform :
 pay tnibute to the raja, L
. This most probably arose from the necessity of having
~ supply of fish, for fish forms the staple of the food of the people ranch
~ of the Loees is called Sel Loee. They consist of about 250 fa s or 1,500
~men, women, and children, and cach family has to pay tax of about

. Bs. 2.4 monthly. This seems a very severe fax, considering the
_ poverty of the country, but it is said that they very frequently make very

‘ E&rge hauls of fish, which they ‘are allowed freely to dispose . of without
‘any vestriction ; also that in bad seasons the amount of tribute i reduced.

a b

. Of the Lioces in the valley, the Sel Loee is considered the lowest.

~ is a village to the south of the valley named Sugunu, and contaiting

- about 300 or 400 people, who are descendants of Manipuris formerly reduced
 to the Loee caste. They are chiefly employed as wood-cutters and house-
. builders.. L
| Moyangs—The moyang class are descendants of Hindue who originally .
| emigrated from the west, also of such captured by the Manipuxis, in arms
_ against them. They formerly occupied a village built upon a raised
mound, named the Moyang Yoomphal. This place is deserted since the

© Burmese invasion in 1824, more especially for its want of fertility, and they

' are now scattered over the valley. They numbe‘r about 1,000 people.

e




o

500 men, women, and I&ildp?l.
0 capital. The Manipuris say tha
i : formed p

s, The Musalma

m Bengal for

i case with all the other sections of the

.

rmed conneetions with the women of the country and settled in the

 mambers

art of the population of the valley,
Musalman population appears, before the devastation
he Burmese, to bave attained a V%'Iy considerable amount;
| Manipur community, the
n of it was carried into captivity by these ruthless invaders, and

" All the Musalmans have a decidedly Bengali east of countenance.

 numbers of them also serve as sepoys, and nearly all the buglers and.
. drammers attached to the raja’s army are Musalmans. They have over
_ them a kazi, who is appointed by the raja. They have no magid, aud are,

Lusalmans ave the descendants of the few that then escaped being .
Musalman population has undoubtedly arisen almost entively
ngalis, chiefly from the districts of Silhet and Kachar, who

hi@ﬂg_follqw;t:he trades of gardening, furning, carpentry, pottery, &ec.;

. for the most part, very ignovant of the religion they profess.  Their women
. conform to the customs of the country as regards non-seclusion. iiMhey

~lallup us Manipuris.

.

 valley, as Hindustanis and Sikhs. A few Burmese have also settled in

“OMW&'Eormgvcers.—fseQraral’bther‘ individual foreigners reside in the

0 hﬁire}the_:ﬁré?utaﬁion of_‘being an honest, hard-working clas/s, and _pm‘orm i

. Manipur Territory. There are no inhabitants whatever of Buropean descent,

L The inhabitants of Manspur. Hill Territory.~The hill-men who inhabit

. the mountain tract of country under Manipur rule, aithongh amongst thera.
gelves divided into innumerable clans and sections, cach having slight differ-

ence in language, customs, or modes of dress, may be at this stage consi-

. dered generally under the two great divisions of Naga and Kuki, The

i more important sub-divisions of the above will be enumerated hereinafter.
', The hill-men generally are all named Haow” by the Manipuris, but:
they also recognize the distinctions Naga and Kuki. The derivation

of  the term Naga is doubtful, some deriving it from ¢ Nag,” a snake,

. others from a corruption  of  the Bengali word “nanga,” naked. The
- Bengalis use the word naga’ as areproach. The Nagas, among themselves,
_ do notseem to have any specific name, but use the tribal names as distinetive.

. They scout the name of Naga. The otigin of the term Kuki is unknown.
. General location of the Hill Tribes.—Although no abrupt boundary line

van be drawn between the tracts of country occupied by the two races of

0 ‘Nagas and Kukis, it may be taken for granted that a line drawn about a

_day’s journgy couth of the Government road, or even ab the present day
 less, running east from Kachar to the Manipur Valley (ahout 247 70/ ‘north
 latitude), would represent the boundary which separates the two races, the
. Nagas lying to the north of this line, the Kukis to the south. CUrossing

the valley, the Hirok Range of hills which separates Manipur from Burmah

 is inhabited chiefly by three tribes—to the south and east various clans of
Maring Nagas, a race, however, differing essentially from the Nagas to the
north in their facial and other characteristics, hereafter to be described, and
o few Kukis, branchies of the great tribe of Khongjais; towards the north

and east the tribe of Nagas called Tankhool or Lioohoopa ; scattered throngh-

. out the whole of this range arve found villages of the Khongjai tribes.

The Lumlangtong, on Limatal range of hills, which bounds the valley to the




- manual productions are few, rude, and unimportant; they
© character of any kind, and their general intelligence, except in
g very low. Their reputed truthfulness is believed to be much
- and the more intelligent of them can lic when occasion serves

. .comes into contact with the various classes of hill-men in Manipur’
. in their pure and primitive conditions, the general idea which prevails

. the popular idea is, that all or almost all of the tribes inha‘bitixi% the hilly
| xegions lying east, north, and south of the British Province of Kachax .
- of low stature, with broad flat faces, small flattened noses, and oblique eyes,

- dnals constituting the various hill-tribes, whether Naga, Kukic,fory.M?ripg,f ;
f th

- race. This shape of eye is, perhaps, the most persistent feature amongst

uninhabited, as is the case to the south, where, in that
. country lying immediately morth of that occupied by
. Kukis, there are no inhabitants whatever for about six
. this uninhabited tract is extending as the Lushai gather st
 the weak tribes to the north of them, the Lushais not ocenp;
| they thus depopulate. = = W

population of Kowy
h, the various tribes
mtervening tract of coun

. The tribes generally are of an ‘ip.f'exy'iot‘ order of civilizatio
have n

. Facial and other characteristies of the Naga and Kuki.~When on

the facial characteristios of the majority of the tribes has thhemaai

achar, are

of a Mongolian cast of countenance in fact; the real truth being that a
purely Mongolian cast of features is rare, and the majority of the indivi-

do not have the flat nose and well-marked oblique eye characteristic of that ,

| them, showing their probable Mongolian origin; but even this is by no
- means well marked, and is common to the Manipuri as to the hillmen,

Amongst both the Naga and Kuki tribes the stature varies considerably,

The Naga is generally the taller of the two, especially the Tankhul and

Angami, The usual run of Kukis of all the tribes are of medinm and fre. =
quently of low stature, and amongst those of low height are found the long-
armed individuals, which length of limb is gaid by some cbservers to.bea =
characteristic of the Kuki race. To show, however, that even amongst the
Kukis low stature is not by any means a rule, some of the tallest men seen

© in these hills have heen Kukis of the Khongjai tribe.

" Origin of the Hill Tribes generatly.—The origin of the variousctyibes of =

. Nagas, Kukis, and Marings, which last is considered to be a separate race,

differing in origin from either of the above, is a matter merely of specula-
tion, and one difficult to decide. Looking simply at the geographical

. positions of the tribes, their facial characteristics, customs, &e., 1t may be

said that the Naga came oviginally from the north, the Kuki from the
south and east, and the Maring, who closely resembles the Burmese in
appearance, from the east. The subject is, however, a difficult one, and =
many questions, especially those connected with the language of the tribes,
would have to be considered in even spproximately arriving at a cotrect
conclugion, On the subject of the origin of the Nagas bordering on Kachar, 1t

is believed that they have been descended from the earliest inhabitants of

the district. The principal reason for this conjecture was the attachment shown
by Nagas for the sites on which their villages stand, which offers a marked \

. contrast to the migratory habits of most other tribes.

General distinctions between the tribes of Nagu, Kuki and Mmmy-v-'l‘lwre i

are several well-marked distinetions between the three tribes miantiqued W




hich #miﬂfyt 0

5 ways, sometim
ivu) wears his hair long and
sy pagri or head covering on
g the Chuu) always does,
19; the Kuki generally confines himself to =
ded from the lobe by a string, or two large

distended. - This ornament is entirely confined fo the

unch, like a horn rising from the front of the head. It is almostunneces-
Ty to say that the language of the Naga and Kuki is entirely different,
The peculiar characteristics by which the women of the various tribes may
vecognized will, with other peculiarities and differences as to dress, &ec.,
escribed when discussing the individual peculiarities of the various clans.
‘ tion n the Hills as applied o the (ribes generally.—Jum culti-
‘ ion is common in these hills, and is carried on by all tribes on the north-
. eastern frontier, excepting in the Kasia Hills, the peculiar formation of its
. plateaus and valleys favoring in many parts permanent eultivation, 'This |

oad flange, by which the holes of theears

ot seen among any of the Naga tribes. The Marings are
from all the others by their wearing the hair Jong and confined

N * mode f cultivation, known by the name “ Low PAm” amongst the Manipuris, o
. Js to allow the cultivated patches of ground to lie fallow in succession for a

. period of about ten years, jungle, chiefly bamboo and coarse grass, being
.+ allowed to grow on them. In the level patches of ground, near the banks of

. riversand in the small valleys, permanent cultivation is carried on, but these

patches are of considerable size, and most of ‘the hill-men have to depend

. entirely upon their jum cultivation on the slopes of the hills, Among

- several of the tribes, there is permanent cultivation on the hill slopes, which
- will be hereafter deseribed, The mountain land around the village within
«certain fixed bounds is usually the property of the village. This they eul-
tivate with rice in elevations suited to it, and with other crops in situabion

- unfitted for that species of grain. The spot cultivated this year is not again

cultivated for the next ten years, it having been found that that space of
time is required for the formation of a cultivable soil by the decay of the

| vegetable maftter that again springs on it. The chicf crop is rice, but the

produce is very uncertain, both from the vicissitudes of weather, and the
. differifiy richness of the soil, which they must of necessity cultivate in their
ten years’ votation.  The spot for cultivation being determined on, he must -
clear 1t of jungle of ten years’ growth; if the spot happen to be near the
wvillage, be ean return in the evening after a full day’s work; but if at a
| great distance, as if often is, he must either give up work early to enable
‘him to get back to his village by nightfall, or working late, remain there.
A bamboo jungle of the species called © mambee” is to eut, compared
with a dense tree jungle, easy, but still it is no light labor. After having
been eut down, the jungle is allowed to dry, so that it may be fired in
. meason, for if fired out of season, as sometimes through accidental conflagra-
- tion happens, the crop to be raised will most probably be deteriorated, or the
land even be rendered unfit for it. Great damage has occurred to the hill
people from the carelessness of travellers on the Manipur road in lighting
fires, and leaving them burning in the neighbourhood of dry jungle.
. These fives, communicating with the jungle, have sometimes been the cause

_ of the premature burning of the newly-felled jungle, not of onc, butof |

. many villages. A premature five caused by a hill-man is visifed upen him
o @ L

o



h-geverc punishment, e a village sets
“on the spot about to be cultivated, it gives some da;
* bouring villages of the day on which 1t means to do &
firing the jungle cut for cultivation, as all the low uncut ;
| tively dry, on setting fire to the former, the latter als
- whole mountain becomes a sheet of fire. This, to a perso
_ a most magnificient spectacle, but one of fear and the ‘
 those exposed to it. If the felled jungle has been thoroug
. whole is, with the exception of the larger trees, reduced t
 eoil for an inch or two is throughly burnt, and having been .
. with their little hoes, is mixed with the ashes, and becomes re
. reception of seed, which is sown broadeast. They measure their cul
by the number of baskets required for seed across the ficld in parall s,
. alno great distance apart, they lay the unconsumed trunks of the trees;
these serve as dams to the water which come down the face of the hi
" yvhen its rains, and preventives to the soil being carried away with
. bamboo jungle, the bamboo stumps serve the same purpose. The
" 'to be constantly watched against the depredations of birds and wild beasts,
~ and weeds being very rapid in growth, to be frequently weeded. The crop
' having been cut is beat out on the field, and the grain carried fo, ﬁhg‘ i
_ deposited in, the granary close by the village. In the carrying, the whole '
village joins, receiving as recompence n certain proportion of the loads
carried and their drink. In the best seasons it is only by the most
unremitting attention that the Kawpoi reaps his erop, and anything at the
cultivabing season occurring to interrupt his labours may be attended
with the serious result of a lessened supply of food. After all their
labours, when the grain is ripe and ready to be cut, they loge it sometimes
by a high wind sweeping the field. This wind, they assert, does not merely
shake the grain out of the ear, but carries it away bodily. In such cases
the grain, they say, has been taken up by the divinity. Although the
" above description was written as applying to the Kowpoi tribes of Nagas,
it answers with, perhaps, slight modifications for all. Although ten years
ig the rule during which the fields are allowed to lapse into jungle from
' geveral causes, such as exceptional richness of the soil, or from the poverty
of the villagers, five, six, or seven years is the limit in some cases. The
jungle is cut down about the latter end of November, and is allowed to dry.
until March, when it is fired ; the ground is then roughly tilled; and the
sced sown in April. 'The rice erop is ready for cutting about the end of
~ September and beginning of October. 1In some parts of the hills, especially
in the Hirok Range, the large trunks of trees are left standing ; most of
these trees are dead, but some living, with very few branches, however,
as the hill-men destroy them altogether, or cut their branches nearly all
off, so as to prevent their impoverishing the soil. ‘ adnn
- Crops raised by the Hill-men.—~The crops raised by the inhabitants of
Manipur Hill territory comprise rice; this is grown in large quantity, as
1t forms the staple food of the people. : : Loy
Cotton.— A~ good deal of the cotton raised, which seems of excellent
quality, finds its way into the bazars of Manipur, there being no cotton
grown in the valley. The hill-men lying nearest to Kachar also convey |
cotton to the bazars of Lakipur, &e., oil seeds, pepper, vegetables of
various kinds, potatoes, small, and of inferior qaality, ginger, Indian-corn,
 tobacco, phu leaves, &c. There are numbers of jungle roots and plants used’
~ also as food by the hill-men. The yam is plentiful, ~ -~
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‘bazars in the Kachar Valley, lying nearest the hills, are also thus supplied.

TIron is ptocured from Kachar and Manipur, and manufactured into daos
‘and spear heads, Some of the northern tribes also make the brass and
ell-metal ornaments so much affected by certain seetions of the tribes, but
r the largest number of these are the productions of Manipur and
 The women spin and manufacture the clothing required for
emselves and families, = e e
. Diet of the Hill-men generally.—The staple food of all the hill-men is

" rice. The rice used is usually of a reddish colour and inferior quality, and
. is eaten simply boiled, with vegetables, salt, and a little seasoning, and
. oceasionally small bits of dried fish. The hill-man will eat almost any kind

_ of animal food, and that whether it may have been slaughtered, or died

from disease—nothing comes amiss to them from the carcass of an elephant

. toarst. Itis said, indeed, that some of the Kukis are particularly partial

~ to decomposing elephant; any one who has had a whiff from a decaying car-

© oass of this animal can imagine what a savoury morsel this must be. Dogs are.

. luxuries among some of the Naga tribes, and it is no uncommon sight in the
cold season to see grou%s of Nagas wending their way to the central bazar
in Manipur, with a basketful of puppies for disposal, or hauling along an

adult dog, with a bamboo attached to its neck instead of a rope. Pigs, wild V"‘

 and tame, are common articles of food; and on great feast days, goats,

fowls, buffaloes, and methnas, are killed and eaten, = Fish, when procurable
. fresh, are made use of ; but usually the fish prepared in Manipur is eaten
. dvy and half putrid.  Milk, or any of its products, is avoided equally by all .

_the tribes : milk seems to be considered unclesn and unfit for food, This
prejudice does not extend to the suckling of children, who are not removed .
from the breast unusually early. ; ‘ %,

Use of Spirits, mode of manufacture, §ec~—Spirits of various kinds are

i use by all the tribes; but the Kuki tribe seems to be most inelined to
abuse their use, as they get drank on every opportunity. 'Amongst even the
most intemperate of the hill-men, there seems an entire absence of ill effects

from the excessive use of intoxicating drinks,~the tremblings, dyspepsia,

delirium tremens, and other nervous effects, appear unknown. The kinds of.
liquor prepared by the hill-men vary; the chief are made from fermented

| rice, also from a plant, (name unknown,) which yields a white, round; hard
seed, and which is planted expressly for the purpose. These liquors are all

_ fermented, but the process of distillation is mot practised among the hill
- people.  In the Manipur Valley a strong spirit like rum is distilled from

vice in certain villages inhabited by the Loee population ; this spirit is sold

_ to the hill-men at about four annas a quart hottle, and is eagerly purchased -

by those who can afford it. A royalty is charged on the manufacture of this

spirit by the Manipur Government.
. Use of Tobacco by the Hill Population.~Tobacco, simply dried, is of .
universal use amongst all the tribes, from childhood to old age, and is

' partaken of in three forms—by smoking, chewing, and use of tobacco juice.

- Snuffing is quite unknown, The use of the juice of the tobacco is apparently



seuliar to the tribe consideration
10 various Kuki tribe nost given to it. Th
ut a small quantity is tossed under the tongue
ome time ; it is afterwards spat out, It is an ordinary
en, who practise this custom, to hand each other the
containing the juice, just as the snuff-box was formerly so o
dered among Europeans.  The tobaceo juice is prepared in a kin
filled with water, made of bamboo amongst the Nagas, an
bamboo amongst the Kukis. One of the main objects of i
smoking that goes on from mworning to night, among the women
s the preparation of this juice, which is of poisonous streng
sed in the way it is, must be largely absorbed into the blood, thi
. ing an illustration of the foleration which the system acquires [i
 prolonged use of such a powerfal drug. T 0
 dlealth of the Hill-men.~The hill-men generally are a hardy ra
some of them show a remarkable indifference to cold. The Kukis have
. been frequently seen asleep on the hard road, during the coldest mouth o
. the year, naked, with the exception of their scanty breech cloths. The
. disease which proves most fatal to the hill-men is small-pox ; this not un-
. frequently ragesin an epidemic form, and makes sad ravages among them ; as
~ an individual attacked has a very poor chance of escape, their plan of treat
‘ment, being to remove the infected party to the jungles, where they leave
him with a scanty supply of food and ‘water, to die or live as the fates
 may decide : few, it need hardly be said, recover, the majority pevish ‘misers
ably. Inoculation is practised by few of the tribes, and they show an
‘unaccountable indifference generally to vaccination, Cholera is unknown 1
the remote parts of the hills, but it not unfrequently invades the villages
near the Government road, and those liable to be visited by travellers from
- Bengal, by whom the disease seems to be invariably introduced in its opide-
mic form.  The most prevalent class of diseases common to the hill trmob
under consideration are skin affections of various kinds, mostly induced and
propagated by the uncleanly habits of the people.  Venereal affections are
said to be rare among all the tribes. Diseases of the eye, chiefly the results
of ulceration, are common, Goitre has never been seen. All the -affections
_ of the lungs seem almost unknown, Fevers are common, but they are
not dangerous to life, and even seldom seen to induce enlargements of the
spleen.  Deformities are very rare—very old people are quite common in
all the villages. The hill tribes have no knowledge whatever of medicine,
~ and when sick, the only remedies thonght of are incantation and sacrifices
of animals: these sacrifices are encouraged by the village priests,
. who get for their perquisites the bodies of the animals slain; thus a
long illness i"nequeut%er proves ruinous fo a hill-man, To medicine they
. do not look for a cure of disease, but to sacrifices offored, as directed
- by their priests, to certain deities. All their goods and chattels may be
. expended unavailingly ; and when nothing more is left for the inexorable
- gods, their wives and children are sold as slaves, to provide the means of
~ propitiating them. In sickness, therefore, the speedy recovery or the speedy
death of the patients is desirable. : : Mo
Weapons in use among the Hill Tribes.~The weapons used indifferently
by all the tribes are the spear and dao; these vary much in shape, length,
 &e., differences which will hereafter be noted, when the tribes are considered
- separately. The bow and arrow (frequently poisoned) is almost confined to =
the Kuki. The use of fire-arms among the hill tribes subject to Manipur,
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‘double point ; each hardened
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, Marriage, Polygamy, &e.~The relations of the
s may be briefly stated to be a state of a not
, ty before marriage, and the very opposite ufter it, = |
. enfiered apon by both sexes after they have arrived at full
matter of inclivation on both sides, as a rule. "Adul- =
nsidered a very serious offence, and is punished with death to the
ender, the woman escaping without punishment. Polygamy is
practised, but is rare. Polyandry is quite unknown, " o 70 D0
Religion and belief in a future state.~The hill tribe under consideration
hiave this in common, a belief in a deity and in a future state. They =
. recognize one Supreme Being, whose disposition is of a benevolent nature,
 and numerous other inferior deities and evil spirits, inhabiting the lofty

peaks and inaccessible heights of the highest hills. Their worship gencrally
‘seems to consist of offerings and sacrifices, usually of animals, which are
© used afterwards for food. Their ideas of a future state vary much, but all

~ seem to believe in one. There is one curious custom which has a religions .
| significance, and which is common not only to all the hill tribes, but also
to the half-binduized Loece population of the Manipnr Valley; this is

¢ Namungba” or & periodical closing of individual villages. This custom
~ does not take place with any regularity, and its object is the worship of a
deity named Kajung Kurraie, when sacrifices of pigs, buffaloes, &o., are
made.  One of the occasions is just before the jungle, which has been cut
down on their jhooms, is fired ; this lasts for two days, and the villagers
. are said to fast during that period; the village remains shut up during
- the two days, and uo one is allowed either entry or exit; and it is also
_affirmed that any one attempting to force an entrance during this period
would be liable to be killed. On other occasions the proceedings are of a
. joyous nature, and may take place after a successful hunt, a warlike expe-
-~ dition, & successful harvest, or other striking events: on these occasions
feasting and drinking are the order of the day. S
. Habits of cleanliness.—Tike all hill-men, the tribes under Manipur
are by no means cleanly in their habits ; on the whole, however, they would
. ecompare favourably with either' Cossyahs, Bhuteahs, or the tribes on the
- north-west frontier, as the Waairis, Afridis, or Khybaris. Among them
‘the Kuki is decidedly the least cleanly. The Murring has the credit of
being the most cleanly, and next to him stands the Kowpoi. Individual
_ cleanly Kukis are pretty common, and in that case they are very cleanly,
washing frequently and wearing clean clothes. ,
- Crime among the Hili Population.—~Amongst the hill population crime
iz not very rife. Theft is, perhaps, the most eommon offence, and the
Tankhul tribes of Nagas are said to be more addicted to this offence than
_ . the others ; they frequently carry off cattle, &e., from the Mauipur Valley.
 Human life is held of little account among the hill-men, and murder,
_ especially if perpetrated on account of a blood feud, is considered lauda-
~ ble rather than otherwise, In the tribes more immediately under control




il Ocossionally traders are r ; ‘
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© hill country under Manipur rule, and the customs of the hill-m¢
/it 18 now proposed examining the individual tribes and giving so

. of their manners and customs, In doing this, the caustoms, &e., of
I tribes of Nagas and Kukis will be described. To deseribe minutely
~ shade of difference amongst the numerous sub-divisions of each tribe
. be not only tedious, but unprofitable. ' wa Ui e

. rule are, the Kowpoi, Jatik, Kolya,  Angami, or Guamei, Tankh
. iLuhupa, and the tribe which is not considered stricﬁl{ Naga, the Murri

. other hill clans; occasionally an almost purely. Mongolian cast of counte- o

in Lakipur, Chandrapur, Banskandi, and also in the tea gardens; they

heok by the Mani
blood feuds are the
obbed, and it may

¢ Srhsto of 1ith is kept
ally to the novth, th

" The Hild Tvides individually —Haying, though imperfectly, deseril

R

. Names of the Noga Tribes.—First, the ‘Nagés resxdmg un

The Kowpoi Tribe of Negas.—The Kowpoi tribe
following sub-divisions :— ’

avé amongst them t
1 Sungbu, 2 Koiveng, 3 Kowpoi. The Kowpoi tribes“chieﬁy iﬁlié it

il tract lying near the Government road leading from Kachar to

Manipur. Formerly, their villages were to be found some three or four
days’ journey south of the road, but on account of Lushai raids they have

_ been evacuated, and now the farthest off is only some three or: four hours’ |

journey distant from the road in a southerly direction, To'the north they =

_extend for about three or four days’ journey, and abut on the Jatik and
Kolya tribes. There are several villages of them settled in the Manipur

Valley, where they employ themselves in cultivating, also in carrying
firewood and acting as coolies. On account of the Lushai disturbances, chiefly
of late years, numbers of Kowpois have also settled in the Kachar District,

employ themselves in the gardens, and also in bringing firewood from the
jungles. T
y Location, Origin, Number, §o., of the Kowpoi Trite.~The Kowpot tribe of =
Nagas would appear to have occupied the position they now hold in the =
hills from great antiquity. Their villages are permanent. Their numbers
have decrensed of late years and are given at about 5,000, The decrease is
mainly to be aseribed to fear of the Lushais, to whose raids they lie ex-

| posed, which causes them to leave their villages. The Kowpois state that |

they originally came from a place on the hills to the sonth of the Manipur
Valley, but the Manipuris place their origin at Khebu-Ching, near the
Aqui route, north of the Government road, from whence they spread to the
gouth, The Suhgbu branch of the Kowpois are the strongest in numbers;
they inhabit the hills to the north of the road, chiefly lying along the Aqui
route. The Koireng lie further north, and the Kowpoi along the line of
road. Among the three sub-divisions of the Kowpoi tribe the language

| differs much ; indeed, so great is the difference, that these sub-divisions have,

in their intercourse with éach other, to revert to the Manipur language as a

. means of communication, which language, it may behere remarked, is the

himgua franca of these hills, and ig spoken by many individuals among the
tribes, especially those lying in more immediate contact with the Manipur

Valley. e ey
Igcz’al and other characleristics, dress, mode of wearing Hair, §c¢—~The
facial characteristics of the Kowpoi tribe are as various as amongst the
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metimes very short

renerally well-shaped slende

i ome of them ha
est girls are prepossessing in appearance
wxid-ﬁgx‘e ‘favoritastyié‘zramggggtbem:dwlaﬁ‘ i
ad, the hair being cut to about an inch and
p; and oconsionally a portion of the forehead shaved
- longer and cut straight round, divided in the middle ;
this fashion usually wear a fillet of bamboo wround
ing the hair, Small moustaches and rudimentary
sionally seen, The women wear their hair in a fashion
, Mampuris; the younger girls have their hair cutshort
; after this the hair is worn after the manner of the unmarried
the old women have the hair combed back. The dress of
‘male is scanty; those living in the jungles only wear a small square
ce of cloth in front hanging below and covering the privates, and
. confined to the waist' by a string. In the valley of Manipur, and in
~Kachar; a more decent costume is adopted: either a kilt-like piece of cloth
~ round the waist, or a short dhoti put on Bengalee fashion. The only other
" auticle of clothing worn by the men is a thick sheet of cotton cloth, and
. this only when the weather 1s cold. The women wear a piece of cotton
. cloth of thick texture, which is put on in the same way as the Manipuri
. Fanek, and reaches to a little below the knee; this garment is confined
 round the waist by a colored scarf with fringed ends. The colour for
ordinary wear is usually of a muddy hew, with coloured stripes of various

. widths ; on holiday occasions, blue, with red stripes, is the favourite colour,

. Over the shoulders is worn a scarf-shaped piece of cloth, generally of blue,
with a border and fringe of other colours. In the cold season a jacket is
sometimes worn resembling the Manipuri phurit, or women’s jacket. The

. ornaments worn by the men are earrings of brass of various shapes, some-

. times laree and heavy, bub more frequently small and numerous; some of
the Kowpoi, especially those residing in the valley, vear a single ring like
the Manipuris. Necklaces of beads and shell aro commonly worn; a

_ reddish pebble necklace is the most highly prized. On the upper arman
. \ornament of brass is commonly worn; it is made of very thick wire with
a bell'shaped ball at either extremity ; this is wound round the arm pretty
 light about ten or twelve times, until a large deep ring is formed. Above

_ the calf of the leg numerous rings of cane, very thin, and generally eoloured
" black, are frequently worn, The ornaments amongst the women are similar
_/to those of the men, but worn in larger numbers; the earrings are always

large and heavy, and the necklaces numerous ;  bracelets of brass are also
‘worn besides the upper arm ornament above-mentioned ; the legs and ankles
. are bare of ornaments. . ‘ 5
Vallages, their sites, construction, village cusioms, &c.~The sites of the
Kowpoi villages ‘are generally on the slopes of the highest hills, and not
far from the top ; occasionally a ridge, when flat enough, is selected as asite.
The Kowpois are much attached to their villages as the former homes, the
- present graves of their ancestors are held in much esteem; and a village is
. vonly abandoned with the greatest reluctance. The villages are usually
~ » roughly fortified by a wooden palisade, but this is frequently in such bad
. repair as to be unserviceable ; they are commonly of no great size. The
 houses of tie Kowpois are well adapted to the climate, In the more flour-

“good looks




. often of great size, and of such excellent quality, that
| years the only repairs required are to the thatch, and thei
 good that the roof scarcely needs repair for ten or twelv
. thatching grass is found usually in the vicinity of the villa
~ their grain, all other articles of food and their more valuable proj
~ kept in their granaries at a short distance from the dwelling houses,
 granaries have the floors raised four or five feot above the d
are thatched like the dwelling houses, and have their floors
bamboo matting. Their positions are usually well sheltered, an
doors  are secured only by wooden bolts fastened outside ; but thongh
~ easy to be opened, a theft from a granary is almost unheard of,” In #
~grey of the moming, the females of the family ave astir, and the village
resound with the blows of the long pestle in the wooden mortar, beating

. out the rice from the husk. This finished, breakfast is cooked both for th

~ family and the pigs; for the latter, the husks mixed with other refuse
| serves the purpose. Breakfast over, which it neually is about sun-rise, the
‘women proceed for water, which they fill into bamboo tubes and bring in
on their backs in baskets. Then they go for firewood, and this brought
 they sat about the internal economy of the house, that is, to see to fhei
husband’s drink being in proper quantity and quality; to their spinningor

to their weaving, or any of the other household occupations, except sweep-

. ing the house clean, an act in which they have no pride. 'In fact, they
rather seem to glory in a dirty house, and in having the front room half
covered with rice husk, in which the pigs are lying fast asleep or granting
about, and fowls are busy seeking for .E)od ; the family, except the hoys,
from the time they begin to wear a cloth round their waist, sleep in the =
rear room of the house, and in it they also cook their meals. TIn the front
part any one who comes sits down. In it there is a fire-place, and along
the two sides are placed boards or bamboo_platforms for sitting or lying .
upon. Some of these boards are as much as 24 feet long by 4 broad.  If
not employed in the labors of the field or the chase, the men do little more
than .loll ‘about the thouse during the day, drinking their peculiar drink,
a harmless one, cousisting of pounded rice mixed with boilivg water,

‘brought into fermentation by the addition of germinated paddy. Inghe
mornings and evenings, they will generally be found sitting in groups in

. front of their houses, on large flat stones which cover the graves of deceased
 velatives. ~They then appear to be enjoying themselves greatly ; they are

_ exceedingly loquacious and speak always in a loud tone. Pipes contaming
green tobacco are then smoked, and ab such a rate do they pull, they appear
to be smoking for a wager. It is believed the pleasure of smoking iy
nothing to them compared to that of holding in the mounth a sip of the
water of the bowl of the pipe, which has been well impregnated with the.

. fumes of the smoke passing through it, and that it is only for the purpose

~ of obtaining this that they so laboriously pull at their pipes morning and L
evening, : A

'Ougtlm subj ect of village government.—FEvery village has threr hereidi-
tary officers, namely Khul-lakpa, Lup-lakpa, and Lampu; ay officers =

- besides these ave elected. If the heveditary Chief or Khuldakn be a man
of  wealth, he will also be a man of influence, but usnall “this is not

)
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which
sessors leading men, With the internal govern-
or of any of the other hill tribes, the Mapipur
. Government does not interfere ; they are left entiralg to themselves, and,
. looking at them casually, they %p‘ear individually to be under no control,
~ but the appearance is false. The anthoritﬁ of a hereditary chief they bave
rejected, bub each village has become a small republic, the safety of which,
- experience hag taught the members, is only to be ﬁ;ained by strictly observing
. the rights of person and property; individua :
.. msages of the community are punished by fine or even expelled, 1In afime
. of scarcity closely gypyroa&hing to famine, it has been seen the granaries of
2 lone widow sacredly preserved by a village, the inhabitants of which ate
. rice only when they received it from her, Theft, if the thief should happen
. to be a matried man, is punished severely, but a young unmaried man
. might with impunity steal grain not yet housed, whilst theft from a granavy
. would subject him to the severest punishment, Young unmarried men arc
,a,cknowled’gedkto be usually wild. According, as the village is large or
~ small, all the young men and boys assemble in one or several houses, which
~ to them for the time become theirs, These clubs are ruled over despotically
by the seniors amongst them, who exact from their juniors with unsparing
‘hand service of all kinds, 'The young women also have their places of
resort, and between them and the young men intercourse is quite unres-
tricted without leading to immorality, which is the exception. In the event
of any serions cases oceurring amongst the Kowpois, the Manipur authorities
would interfere, but, as above observed, they, as well as the other tribes, are
left pretty much to themselves in their internal government. ‘
Muarriage System, §e.—Although in the perfectly unrestricted intercourse
of the sexes which they enjoy, attachments between individuals. must
_spring up, still their alliances are formed usually with but little reference
to the liking of either of the parties for the other. This results from the
custom of buying their wives. A man’s son has reached an age when, in
. his father’s opinion, he ought to be wived. The father sets out in search of
a daughter-in-law, and having found one to please himself, he arranges for
ber marriage. . The fixed price of a wife is seven buffaloes, two dios, two
spears, two strings of beads made of conch shells, two ear ornaments, two
black cloths, two eating vessels, two hoes, and what is called a meilon,
Liess than this can be given, and is usually ; except with the rich, amongst
whom, they having paid a high price for a daughter-in-law, it is a subjeet of
boasting. The meilon is given by the family of the bride ; it may lLe an
‘article of much value or of little, but without if, it is not thought that the
bride has been fully given. It does not appear that the general disregard
of the affections produces unhappy results; infidelity is rare. But sons
. and daughters do not at all times permit their relations to select their
 wives and husbands, and choosing for themselves, run-away matches
are occasionally made. These matches create for a time much indig-
nation, but not usually of an unappeasable natare, and they are not
considered to be such serious infractions of the general rules as o require
. the flight of parties out of the village; they fly mercly to the house of
~some friend, who affords them protection and intercedes for them. In cases
of adultery, the woman escapes without punishment, Should the adultercr
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. partics furnish, and consider themselves lucky if "they

wken back by her ]
nily of the adult;
to them by her
1ses are not made o f
10 adulterer, if he did not fly t
killed; aware of the penalty attached to his offence, he dar
.+ is glad to leave his house and property to be destroyed
. husband. During the continuance. of the discussions, the
. must be supplied with drink and something to eat; these |

pay her debts.  'Why these
 they cannot explain.” Th

~ being entirely cleared out. On the death of a man’s wife, th
. practice exists of taking from the hushand “munda,” or
~ bones, If he be alive, this will be demanded by her father ; i
_ the father, by ber nearest of kin. Munda is also payable on the
. their children. On each demand of “munda,” the demander ki

. the munda or price is fixed at one buffaloe. No # mupda"l,is"pa,yab}eg
 persons killed by enemies or wild beasts, or whose death has been caused
| any swelling, or cholera, or small-pox,  Munda’ is onl demanded 0
ovent of the wife dying in her husband’shouse.  Should she die in that off
 her parents, no munda can be demanded, Should a woman  die in child-
‘birth, her child is not permitted to live, but is buried with her. This
- castom, which formerly used to be practised, is not now allowed apeording to
Manipuri statements. If the husband shall die before the wife, the wife =
i taken by the husband’s brother, She cannot return to her ‘Fmt;ernul‘.;horme i
a8 long as there are any near male relatives of her husband living. | Poly.
gamy is permitted, but not largely practised. In the event of either i
married party wishing a divorce, the rule is that, should the consent be
mutual, there i no difficulty ; the couple simply separate, If the wish for
& separation comes from the woman, and the husband is agreeable, her prics
has to be returned ; but if the man wishes to send away his wife, which he
- may do with or without her consent, then he is not entitled to it.  Ingome
cases wheve the parties contracting marriage ave very poot, and the bride-
groom is unable to pay at once what has been agreed on for his wife, she
remains in her father’s house as a pledge until the debt is wi ed off, when
the man may remove his bride to his own house. 1f a matel should break
down from any cause before being completed, the presents given are
~ returned. 'With regard to the custom of the brother taking over his
- deceased brother’s widow, it is said that the brother entitled to the woman
-may refuse to take her, in which case she is free to marry any one. Should
the widow not be willing to be taken by her deceased husband’s brother,
and her parents agree with her, her price doubled must be returned to. the L
‘brother.  One reason for the brother marrying his deceased brother’s widow
is also said to be, that in such a case he cither obtains his wilu free or for a
. nominal consideration. : i
. Gustoms at burial.~On the death of a Kowpoi Naga a feast is given
by his surviving relations to the friends of the family and others should the
arties be well off. The corpse is buried on the day of death in a coffin, :
‘10 which, under the body, are placed a hoe, spear, cooking pots and clothis
for his use in the other world. The grave is thus prepared : a trenchis
first made, and at right angles to this the ground is excavated and a recess
- made, into which the coffin is inserted, the earth being afterwards filled in.
This grave is used again and again before a new: is opened. In preparing
 the grave, the ground is first excavated by the immediate relations of the -
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ed ; should there be bg,e“a‘r:j relations, a fi;iendfiis‘;”\ |
ffice. . A stone, either flat o’:r\uﬁmght, resembling those so eom
Khasia Hills, is placed over'the grave, Each village has a b

i within its limits, where succeeding generations are interred. In the grave

. of a woman is byried wearing and spinning implements and cooking pots;

n those of children, according to the sex, what would be required for an |

. adult: Amongst some of the Kowpois the side of a hill is excavated for
. the reception of the coffin, and the vault filled and closed with carth and
drms, mode of fighting, §c.—The arms of the Kowpois are the spear and

- ddo; those lying farthest north are armed much as the Angami Nagas are,
~ ‘and have longer spears than the others, and shields of wicker work,

. ornamented with painted figures and dyed hair; these shields are of
‘great length and carved slightly across. The ordinary Kowpoi spear
18 about four feet in length, the extremity opposite the head is shod
' with an iron gpike for the convenience of sticking in the ground ; the shaft
8 of wood, quite plain, and the head about eight or ten inches long, of the

| ordin ary flat spear shape ; this is usually kept sharp, and has a close fitting

~ leather sheath for its protection.

. The ddo (an instrument resembling abill hook, and universal ainong"éﬁ L

~all the hill tribes) in use amongst them, is usually of the ordinary Bengali
pattern, with a slight curve towards the extremity, and is worn stuck in
~ the waist cloth, either at the side or more usually behind. TIn the use of the
_spear the Kowpois are very expert; it is thrown at the object, and by
constant practice with bamboos, &e., they have the faculty of aiming and
‘throwing the weapon with fatal skill. I{
Kowpoi aims at surprizing his enemy, and after throwing the spear, comes
to close quarters with the ddo. 1In fighting, the only protection those
of the Kowpois who do not use the shield avail themselves of is a
wrapper of thick ecloth folded round the abdomen several times. In
 defending villages, roads, &e., the Kowpoi also makes use of stones and
panjis, Fends are numerous, and often arise from very simple causes, or .
i have descended from such ancient {imes that the eaunse of the feud hapded
- down from generation to generation has, in process of time, become either
' nnknown or 4 mere matter of conjecture. The Kowpois generally are so
. thoroughly under control at the present day, that these feuds are suppressed
~ and not allowed to assume sanguinary proportions.

Religion and religious observations.~~The Kowpoi believes in one supreme
deity whose nature is benevolent. This deity is the creator of all things,
Man, they say, was created by another god, named Dumpa-poi, by the
“orders of the supreme deity, but they can give no account of the creation.

 There is also another spirit or deity powerful, but bad ; this spirit of evil
1s connected with the supreme deity. They recognize also numerous spirits,
good ard bad, who inhabit certain parts of the hills, chiefly those inacces-
sible to man, and who require to be propitiated by offerings and sacrifices.
After death the souls descend to an underground world, where they are
. met by the shades of their ancestors, who introduce them into their new
~ habitation ; the life they lead in the underground world is an exact counter-
part of what they have led in this—the rich, remain rich, the poor, poor.
After living their lives thus over again, they return to the upper world,
~ and are born, live and die, unconscious of their former state ; the bad,
~ however, are annibilated. A murdered man’s soul receives that of his
~ murderer in the next world on his death, and makes him his slave. Each

ike most of the hill tribes, the



wenerally has o |
he physician, performing s
he sick. These priests are not held ir erati
. work; after a sacrifice the priest elaims the carcass
| Their worship eonsists of offerings, omens, sacrifices and
~ amining the slanghtered animals, Any one may becomo a pri
 being hereditary. OF their superstitions, little need be said
_on ajourney, they hold up by the wings a fowl; should the ani
 right foot over the left, theomen is good ; the opposite, bad, T
ing, as among the Khasia tribes, is also practised, Pigs
nd good or bad omens read from the position of the inte
umber of marks is rapidly made with the finger nail or o
on the ground ; these are afterwards counted : an even numb
 ig unlucky, A piece of green ginger is cut in two’; one-hal ’
~ the ground, with the cut side’ up, and the other piece thrown on i
& short distance ; should the cut surfaces meet, the omen is good. y
. journey, as with the Manipuris, meeting a mole is vex:iy unlucky, and they
 try to secure and kill the animal, | The barking of a deer in front of the
. a8 unlucky ; 80 are the cries of warious birds, '\ el e
Festivals, Games, Amusements, §o~The fostive occasions among the
Kowpois ave namerous, and ‘are characterized by feasting, drinking, dancing
. and singing, and an unmoderate amount of the haw haw, or peculiar ery of
the hill-men, without which no entertainment of any lind would be
complete, The following are the chief festivals, but feasts may bé given
at any time, a8 when a villager wishes to entertain his friends or upon any. -
other joyous occasions. The Kowpois are very partioular in obs
. their vartous festivals and colebrate them with all their might; fivst,/the
. Enghan, which happens in or about December. During the five days of
its continuance, all the inhabitants of the village dressed in their best =
attire, keep up the dance and song, interrupted only by short imforvals
of repose and breaks dedicated to feasting.. Next, the Ringosi, in
or about January, which lasts for three days. Inoneday during this
festival the men and women fetch separately the water for their own use,
. The men having killed pigs, take a portion for themselves, and give a
_portion to the women, and baving cooked them separately, they eat them
separately, the men in the house of the head of the family, the women each
in her own house. An effigy of a man made of a plantain is hung on a
tree, and at it they throw pointed bamboos or sticks. Should the javelin
strike it on the head, the thrower, it is said, will kill an enemy; but if it
- lodges in the belly, the thrower is to be blessed with plenty of :good: This
- festival ig said to be inhonor of their ancestors, but the only visible sign
of this is sprinkling their graves with their particular drink, On the
termination of the Ringnai, they go through the ceremony of taking the
omens in regard to their place of cultivation, but this seems to have
descended to them merely as a ceremonial relic of former times ; for the
circle of cultivation is never broken, let the omens be what they may.
< After the Enghan, the fence or stockade around the village is put in order,
It is then also customary to choose o man to go at midnight to the outer
entrance of the village to take the omens regarding their welfare in the
: e,nsuing year. If, whilst at the entrance, he hears anything like the dragging
of wood, tigers will do mischief; if the falling of leaves, there will be much
sickness, On these occasions, young men have been known to cause the
omen-taker no small fright, but such pranks are cousidered sure to bring




mers, and not long ago a yo’ﬁng*ma 1 &vmg

yed the tiger, di ‘his way to the valley ; his death was universally
tributed to his havin rred the anger of the deity on the oceasion.

iy

ng 1nourr o
a festival of three days’ continnance, in which the ears

n February there

ver, the eutting of the jungle for eultivation is commenced, which, when
finished, is crowned with the festival of “Oodui Yung” or drinking the
. juice of the ginger. At a festival which occurs about July, they eleax off
 jungle, the paths about their villages and leading to their fields——a most
. useful and necessary operation at that season of the year. One night of the = =
. month of Augustand one of September they dedicdte to feasting, Besidesthese
. regular festivals, they have other occasions of rejoicings, as when a person who
. hasreaped a good harvest determines to treat the village and all comers. = This,
- if done at all, is done inno stinted manner, and under the influence of plen-
. tiful potations ; the dance and song are joyous. The Enghan festival or
- Guai-guai, as some of the Kowpois name it, is the one held in honor of their
~ ancestors. The Ringnai seems to correspond with the * Laihraoba” of the
Manipuris. The reasons for the males and females bringing water sepa-
rately during this festival is to begin this ceremony with the making of new
~ liquor ; and the separate cooking and eating of the sexes is merely a mark of
~ respect to their gods. After the festival of the “Oodui Yung” or
¢ Mahlong,” as it is also called, when the cutting down of the jungle on the
jhooms 1is finished, a curious ceremony takes place. All the people bathe
after the work is completed, and, in addition, their agricultural implements
are also dipped in a running stream, as they also are supposed to be
~exhausted by their labors; thus refreshed, the tools are hung up in their
houses until again required for use. The games amongst the juvenile
population are the Khang Sanaba of the Manipuris, only, however, played
‘with the seed of the creeper; they also have the spinning top, spun with
a string, and exactly like those in use amongst English boys. The adults
/scem to have no other games or amusements other than practising javelin
throwing to make themselves efficient with the spear, and the ever-popular
- amusements of dancing and singing. Their songs are handed down orally,
and none of them appear to be understood in full, the language being
. different from that in daily use; their burden, so far as can be understood,
are various war songs, love songs, &c. Dancing is a steady source of amuse~
- ment amongst them, In nearly all cases the dancing is accompanied by a
. chaut in  unison with the music of their only instrument, the drum,
. which scarcely varies in spite of the number of dances they have., In their
~ festivals and dances, the costume for the men consists of a kilt-shaped piece
. of red cloth round the loing ; a scotch wool eravat of gay colours is worn as a
- searf round the waist; gaiters of white cloth with marked spots, are also
‘commonly worn. Tinsel ornaments and long feathers are worn on the head,
and a favorite ornament with the men only, is a broad, gaudy coloured, natural
butterfly’s wing attached to, and spreading wing-like from, each ear,
In their dances the raen carry ddos with the handles ornamented with
. coloured bamboo strips, and occasionally spears; these are twirled round in the
- hand in unison with the music. The dress of the girls, for only the younger
. of the women who are unmarried engage in them as a rule, is similar to
 their every-day costume, but of better quality and gayer colours. Tinsel

. ornaments are worn in circlets round the head.

f the children born after the last festival of this nature ave pievced. This (‘
festival loses its interest for those who have frequently participated in it, and
looked forward chiefly by those to whom it is new. 'These festivals



- the dance closes by two girls dancing together in the e
- the step is the same, but they change about asin a quadril
uge is made of movements with the hands. This and all the dances en |

~ the men meeting in a close circle, holding up their ddos and givi
~ simultaneously, to a long drawn hoey, once repeated,

. Dance  second.~—In  this, named ¢ Tunanga lamna”’ ox

. women’s dance, a circle is formed of young men and girls who
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o\ Dance third.~¢ Hengnaga Tuna.”’—Two rows of men and girls mi
~opposite each other, holding the hands clasped, which are oceasionally lifted
together in time with the music, stop from side to side alternately, then
the line advances and retires, moving the joined hands backwards and
 forwards. Dance ol two or four girls by couples in the centre to finish,
Dance fourth.— Tinkum queina Tananga lamay.”—In this only two
girls dance in the centre of a circle, affecting much motion with the hands.
The circle is stationary. UG S
‘ Dance fifth— Quanlam.”——Young men’s dance. In this only the
men engage two and two abreast in a circle, which moves round at fivst all.
together ; the step is a single step forward, followed by a pause in the sfoop-
 ing position, a sort of goose step, every one shouting ho, o, ho, ho.
In the latter part of the dance the circle divides into two, and go round one
within the other in opposite directions ; the circle again forms as before, and
‘they mieet in the centre and indulge in hoeys in quick time, finishing up
with howls, This is a very favorite dance, and they carry it on sometimes
for days with scarcely an interval for repose or refreshment, = ..

Cultivation.~—Amongst the Kowpois the general system of é@ilmwmn'f
is by jhooming, which has heen already described ; they have no permanent

cultivation, save in the small valley alluded to formerly, . = e
 Hunting and fishing.—~The Kowpois do not take so much to hunting
~as some of the other tribes; on the part of the hills occupied hy them,

there is not much in the way of game, except deer, and these they

oceasionally manage to kill. They also set traps for game. In the smaller

streams, they poison and thus eapture the fish ; they also form dams for the

same purpose, but do not use nets. When a successful hunt takes place,

the villagers hold a feast on the products ; the man who first wounds the

animal is entitled to its head, which he hangs up in his house as a trophy,
Slavery and Lallup.--Slavery prevails to a great extent amongst the

'« Kowpois, Slaves are divided into two classes~—Asalba and Minai, In

' the former, when a slave is sold, a party other than the seller binds himself

as security for the late owner to refund the money given for him in the

event of the slave’s death within a time agreed on  Minai—-When the

slave under this system dies, the loss falls on the proprietor for the time.
 Poor people frequently sell themselves or their children for a certain sum,
upon the repayment of which the parties are again free. Slaves not
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o takes refuge be wil : Wi
original price paid. On %h@_ﬁﬁham hand,
etained, he must be réturned to the original own
st about rupees fifty, and male from rupees fitty to r

system amongst the Kowpois resembling the lallup

- Use of Tobaceo, Spirits, &e. ' ‘
in the general description of the customs of the hill tribes; the weed is

consumed in large quantity. Their drinks are as already described.

which is mostly confined to the bartering of the surplus productions of his
fields for articles of luxiiry and salt, procurable in the bazars of the Mani.

P Those also living nearest Kachar take fowls, cotton, ginger,

wthabmms nearest; their hills in the Kachar Valley. They have no
_ manufactures, except the articles of clothing, &c., which 'they wear. They

do not work in metals. ! , . .

. Crime~—Crime iz not very rife amongst the Kowpoi tribe; they ave
~ generally honest, and do not interfere, as a rule, with traders and travellers
_ passing through their country, although the levy of black mail from traders

. 18 not uncommon, Cases have happened in the Kowpoi country where

. traders have been robbed and murdered, but these are rare, and, as a rule,
" solitary travellers may pass through them with perfect safety. T
. The Kolya Tribes of the Nagas.~—Occupying the hill tract of country

. lying north of the Kowpoi tribe, and sbuiting on the Angami fribe of

- Nagas, lie the Kolya tribes of Nagas,. The sub-divisions of this tribe are

thus given— :
‘ Pangal. Murram. Threngba. Meeyang-khang.
Moxg. l Frivn). i Meitheiphum, [ Tokpo-khool. i

These tribes number in all about 5,000,  Their origin is said to be from
the Angami tribe, and their languages are similar. Their facial character-
istics, dress, and manner of wearing their hair, closely resemble those of
the Angami tribe. Their customs differ but slightly from those of the
Kowpoi. Feuds which were common amongst them formerly have been of
late years kept in check by the Manipur Government, and on this account
their numbers have recently increased. West of the Luhlupasare the Mow
and Murram tribes. They state themselves to be of one common stock,
‘but they are at deadly feud, though closely allied by intermarriage.
They have two festivals in the year, like the two principal ones of the Kowpois.
Tars arve plerced in the cold weather; it suits convenience. The houses of
‘the Mow tribe are gable-ended, and the walls are high ; those of the Mur-
rams aré the counterparts of the Kowpois. In both tribes the young men
never sleep at home, but at their clubs, where they keep their arms always
in o state of readiness. Amongst the Murrams, the married men even
‘sleep at the resorts of the bachelors, a custom resulting from their sense
of insecnrity from attack. The distinctions of families and the strict rules
- in vogue amongst other tribes against the marriage of the same family are
observed amongst both the Mows and Murrams. For a wife it is usual to
give something, but the slaughter of men, specially amongst the Murrams,
~ has made women greatly exceed the men, and a wife can easily be obtained for
‘o kes or coarse ‘céfoth. Adultery is punished as it is amongst the Kowpois,
Theft is of ordinary occurrence, and is not amongst these tribes or the
~ Luhupa men considered disgraceful. If the things stolen are found, they are

L fTobaseo ix used in all three foi;:rﬁs mentioned e

DLrade and :Obgupahan».s.—u'l‘he Kowpoi is not much given to tmding} i



. destroyed. In the single village of the

‘ . chief, afraid of his youngest son, and unable to depri

i secretly bring the head of an enemy. This having been

. had concealed the one already taken. This he brought out of i

v back ; if not,
of the Mow tri ler one chief. e tril
. villages, none of ‘which consists of less than one hun
' which numbers four hundred, From each house

 basket of rice. The Murrams are confined to one lar
nine handred houses; there was ,farmaxlgt another village
1 0 Murrams there
 this singularity, they account thus—-A. former chief had
. the younger, who was the greatest warrior, desired to usurp
celder brother, He urged his father to give him the

 birtheright, determined on a stratagera, He told his eldes &

" chief summoned his sons, and, giving each a packet of prov
" them to proceed in such directions as they chose in search o
" for be who brought in first the head of an enemy should be ki
. brothers took thew leave, the youngest proceeding where he thoug
“'would soonest procure a head, the eldest bending his steps to whe

“ment, and proceeded with it in triumph through the village, Nor was the
_youngest long in returning with a head, but having been preceded by hig
brother, the chiefship was declared to be the right of the eldest. This, how-
ever, did not satisfy the younger son ; he persisted on being called chief, and
the matter was compromised by both being allowed to remain, one as the
“great, the other as the little chiof; neither of them has any fixed revenu
* But the village, when it is necessary, build the great chief’s house, and they
‘give him the hind leg of all game caught: the lesser chief has no right to
any thing ; the houses in his vicinivy, however, do at times give him a leg
of game. Formerly, no one was allowed to plant his rice until the great
. chief allowed 1%, or had finished his planting. This mark of superionty is
not ab present allowed by the lesser chief, who plants without reference o =
his superior. There are many prohibitionsin regard to the food, animal and
vegetable, which the chief should eat, and the K/Iurxams say the chief’s post .
must be an uncomfortalle one on account of these restrictions. 1In sickness
they make small offerings to the deities, or give a feast to the poor of the
villages, but their priests or priestesses are not respected sufficiently to make
‘them, as amongst the Kowpois, reduce themselves to destitution: by their
offerings. Slavery is unknown amongst them ; they cultivate in the same
* manner as the Luhupas on terraces. The next tribe, Meeyang-khang, is com-
posed of nine villages, situated to the south of the Murrams, It partales
more of the character of the Kowpois than of its northern neighbours.
The Meeyang-khang Village is celebrated for its fine terraces for eultivation.
"The tribe does not keep slaves, but some of its members, it is believed, buy
them with the view of gaining a profit from their sale. Each village has
its chief, a chief in nothing but name. Amongst the nine villages ¢om-
posing thig tribe is that of Tangal, which claims to be the birth-place of the
establisher of the present Manipur dynasty. This tribe, the Murrams and
Mows, do not go bare hehind, but wear a black eloth round them like a
tight dhoti. This cloth is ornamented with rows of cowrie shells.
The Angami or Guamai Tribe.~The tribe which is now to be described
is the large one lying immediately north of the Kolya, the Angami, or,
~ as it is called by the Manipuris, ¢ Guamai,” The tribe is sub-divided into
the following, according to their relative positions. These sub.divisions,
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Location, Numbers, Origin, &c~The Angami tribe of Nagas ave under
oth British and Manipur rule, pact of them lying to the morth of the
houndary line between Manipur and Assam, part to thesouth. Those under
- Manipur rule are said to be most numerous, although the area ocoupied by

Terriﬁcry ; the description given below is,

iptiri Governneht, it should bé mentioned, has been but lately
by the British Governtaent of all control over the Angami Naga .
ratification of boﬁhd«’ar)y ‘having been deemed necessary, which ex-

 is less in extent. They are said to number about 30,000, who are

* under Manipur; and their numbers would appear to have remained nearly

. stationary for many years. This country commences about thrée days’ jour-
. ney north of the Mauipur Valley, and extends about four days more to the
 north-west, until the boundary line is reached. From east fo west the extent

* of hill territory oceupied by them is about a seven-days’ journey. To the

 east they border on the Tonkhul; to the west, the Nagas inhabiting north

. Kachar, Tolaram’s country as it is called. Their origin is given by them-

- gelves thus :—There is a jheel situated in the Angami country; from this -

- jheel three men emerged, one remained in the country and became an
' Angami, one went towards North Kachar, and the remaining one towards
' Manipur. Thus were formed three tribes of hill-men, Kacharima,
- Angami and Mow. i ‘
- Iacial and other characleristics, dress, &eo.~The Angami in feature pos-
_sesses a greater regularity than most of the other Naga tribes, and the
" Mongolian features ave scarcely at all marked. In general facial characteris-
tics they more resemble the Maori of New Zealand than any other tribe on
 the frontier. They are generally tall, of spare frames, but straight and

muscular ; in breadth and depth of chest they are inferior to the Bhutiag for

example, but their lower limbs are usvally better developed. Round the
waist, they wear a short piece of cloth worn like a kilb; this is fastened by a

- girdle of cloth round the waist, and reaches but a short way below the hip ;
' the dloth is of eotton and black in colour, with three or four rows of closely-
 placed cowiie shells stitchied upon it longitudinally. They wear also & thick
cotton sheet on ordinary oecasions, of a drab colour, with narrow eoloured
stripes ; for a better occasion, dark blue, with bright red and yellow stripes on

* the borders. They oceasiotially wear closely-fitting gaiters of fine matting,
reaching from below the knee to the ankle. The hair is sometimes worn
very short in front, but in this a longer portion is left behind, which is tied
up into astiff little pig-tail with black ribbon or cotton ; oecasionally, the
hair is worn long, parted in the middle and without the tail. The ornaments
in use amongst the men are for the ear ; bits of string and small guantities
of dyed cotton thread both in the lobes of the ears and in the upper cartil-

- lage; small brass rings sbmetimes in great numbers ; occasionally, large brass
rings of various patterns and very heavy. For the neek the most common
 ornament is half of a large white shell, which is worn at the back of the neck ;
_ occasionally, two halves of the same kind of shell worn one on either side of

i
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. tusks. Like the Kowpoi, rings £ thin cane are
- ealf of the leg. The women wear a kilt-shaped garment of
. ing about half-way to the nee ; over this, from under the
coat-like cloth reaching below the knee, also white ; over:
a, concealing the bust; this is o

. worn as among the K onceali h 15
- for the young women and of white for the old, The hai

. Befoxre marriage all the girls have their heads shaved all ov
 iage, the hair i allowed up to grow, and when long enough, i
| the centre, combed back, and gathered into a loose knot tied
. - string low down on the neck. The hair, from constant shaving, is
 heavy.  Before marriage, the gitls wear a piece of shell, about tw
. broad, fastened to a string passed through a hole in the lobe of the
. After marriage this is removed, and the ear left bare of orname
. Numerous strings ‘of beads and shell reaching to the waist are wor
. They have also brass ornaments on the upper arm like those of :
il pﬂ Villuges, their construction, government, Fe,~The villages. of the Anga-
mis ‘are permanent, and are placed in situations similar to those of the
. Kowpois; the construction of the houses i also similav, but the mode of the =
. thatching is different, and is the same as that in ordinary use. Their yil.
Inges ure oceasionally of great size, containing s many as one thousand
houses. ' All the villages are well fortified by ditches, stone walls, and strong |
palisades.  The office of chief or headman of a village is not hereditary,
and there may be more than one in cach village ; they are selected for their !
fighting qualities, and when more than one chief exists, they seem to form a
council. Each willage has its own chief and peculiar government apart from
the others, there being no central authority among them to whom they owe
alleginnce, This is one reason for the village feuds which are so common
amongst them, but the evil is not unmitigated, as their form of government
. prevents their combining in any formidable number for raide on their neighs
bours. Like the Kowpois, the young men sleep in a house or houses apurt, =
but unlike them, again, there'is no similar restraint put upon the young
 women and girls, who have therefore opportunities for, immoral behaviour
- which they are not slow to take advantage of. For one year after marriage

 the young married men are kept with the others at night. ‘ A
. Roads, Water, §¢~—The roads in the Angami country are narrow, rongh
and steep paths. Water is generally found close to the villages, which de-
pend entirely upou the little streams flowing down the hill sides.

Qustoms at Birth, Marriage and Death~On the birth of a child, the woman =

15 carefully secluded in her house alone with the child for five days; during
this time she is fed only on fowls. The weaning of this seers to be that
the woman and all ber surroundings are unclean. = After the five days have
‘elapsed, all the woman’s clothes are washed, and the clay pots used by her”
_since her confinement for cooking thrown away. She may now mix with the
villagers as before, who make her small presents of food, drink, &e. Thereis

. mo special rejoicing or festive preparations on the birth of a child. In owe
Angami village formerly fomale infanticide prevailed ; it was put a stop to by
the late Agent Colonel McCulloch, From recer ) enquiries made, it would
appear that the practice has not been revived, and it has no existence inany
other of the Angami villages, Marriages are thus arranged amongst them.
The father of the young man or girl fiest makes proposals to 4 e family




ntermarry. In nearly :
‘consulted.” The father of the
ves to the girl ‘a pig and a spe
_nothing in retorm. he wedding day, the young
, arade the village with baskets containing liquor in  gourds
rich they treat the villagers. The bride then, accompanied by fou

f her fomale friends, proceeds to the bridegroom’s house, where she
regales them with fowls, This completes the ceremony; but, as before =
‘mentioned, the young bridegroom is not allowed to vemain at night with

' before she has a child, as having children before the hair is long

‘to tie behind is considered amongst them to be reproach. As a
b/ remain faithful to their husbands after marriage, and
eommon ;3 the punishment, when it does occur, is death to the

- ig nn

© male offender. The woman hae her hair cut off and her nose slit. Divorce,

' ‘when the consent is mutual, is easily arranged, the woman faking her pro-
. perty: A man may put away his wife with or without her consent.
- Divoree is rare, The custom of a widow marrying her deccased husband’s

_ brother prevails, as amongst the Kowpois; © Mundoo,” or the price of wife’s

bones, is not demanded on any occasion. On a death occurring amongst

. the Angami, « feast is only prepared for the deceased’s family and friends.
. The burial takes place on the day of death, and a rude kind of coffin is used for
'\ the corpse.  The grave is dug about four or five feet deop and horizontal ;

8 dio, spear, and a chigken are buried with the corpse, whose ornaments are

" 'mob removed ; an upright stone is afterwards placed on the grave.

L Arms, mode of fighting, feuds, &c-—All the Angamis are armed with.
spears of about eix feet and a half in length ; the iron head a foot and a.

. half Tong, and about three inches broad at the widest part; the opposite

_end is shod with an iron spike, as with the Kowpois ; the shaft is of wood,
~and from immediately below the head about to foot from the iron-spiked

end, it is ornamented with goat’s hair in ¢lose out rings, red above, and red
and black below.  On the war path, each man has two of these spears and

o wicker work shield, ornamented and painted as amongst fhe northern -

. Kowpois. Diios, which are heavy and straight, broad at the extremity, are
‘only carried by the most noted warriors, whose privilege it is to wear them ;
‘an ordinary Angami would meet with ridicule if he assumed the wearing

. of the™go until he had qualified himsell by many deeds of bloodshed for

the honor. . The spear is thrown at the enemy with great force and preci- =
sion, and during their encounters the combatants perform a kind of war

" dance, advancing, retreating, and leaping in the air with great agilit,y,

 uttering at the same time guttural cries, The spear, not in use, is held in
the hand which grasps the shield. Bows and arrows are not used by any

section of the Angamis, but panjees are common; they are also very
dexterous at stone throwing by hand., When an attack by one village on

_another is determined on, like the Bhutias, the custom is not unfrequent
amongst them of giving warning to the opposite village before the attack,
_but they do not name any time for the same. When the contending

parties are pretty well matched, they usually fight out in the open away

. from the village, When a weaker village is attacked, they await the
attack from behind their village fortification. Should a village be taken,
_every man, woman, and child in it is slain, and the village burned. When
_ peace is desired, one man from either side meet and exchange spears and
 drink together, a fowl ig killed when peace is finally concluded.  Oecasion-

wifs for one year. The object of this is' to allow the woman’s hair to



" on. The heads of the slain af out off and ren
. party; after the bair has been removed, which i
_their arms, the heads are buried outside, but if the hi

~onstom by which men may be hired to carmry on a quarvrel wher
' members of a family are either wanting or upable to do so.

' Like the Kowpois, believe in a future state; also in a supreme deity o
' bengvolent disposition, who inhabits the inaccessible heights of the highes

i by a doorkeeper; should the soul be that of a man who has been a great
 warrior, hunter or snake-killer, then he is received courteously ; if not,
~ small notice is taken of him. Like the Kowpoi idea, they here live their

 on seven times, when they are finally changed into insects, especially butter-

 Feuds may arise from the most trifling cause, as disp

is killed, bis head will be kept in the house of the apposi

their rice fields, &c. Blood fouds amongst individuals are ke

‘heads of one village are kept by the o‘gposibe party, the fend remain
‘the surrender of the heads or rather skulls ends the quarrel for th
. Religion and religious observations, superstitions, &e.~—The

active,
ti

‘hills.  After death they go to another world ; ati the entrance they are met

lives over again, and are afterwards born again into the world; this goes

flies ; some species of which, on this account, they carefully refrain from in-
juring. They are not aware of any difference in the treatment of the good =
and the bad, Their village priests resemble those of the Kowpois, but
they only sacrifice fowls on ordinary oceasions ; on the death of a relative
other animals are killed.  Their superstitions relating to journeys, &o., differ
but little from those of the Kowpois. He G

Festivals, Games, Amusements, §o.—Their festivals have a general ve.

. semblance to those of the Kowpois, but the women do not dance. August

and September are the months for their chief festivals, but no veason can
be given by them for this, except that it is the custom: the festivals con.

sist of feasting, drinking, dancing, and singing, in which latter all join,

They have no mausical instraments of any kind, and their only accompani- .

_ment to the song and dance is clapping the hands. The games for the

Jjuveniles are Kang sannaba and the peg top.

Cultivation—Amongst the Angamis jhoom cultivation is rﬁth‘ef"t‘h‘é i

¢ exception than the rule, and all, or nearly all, their rice crops are raised

on hill slopes regularly terraced. These terraced slopes are regularly
manured, the manure being furnished by their cows, of which they keep -
large numbers, instead of the buffale and methna; the manure is care-
fully incorporated with the soil, which is watered by trenchass, into which

2 stream from the hill slope is led.

Use of Tobaceo, §e.~Tobacco is used by them in the same form as L
amongst the Kowpois, but the use is much more restricted, young people
using the weed sparingly, old people more freely. The liquors used-are as

. among the Kowpois, o

Hunting, fishing, §e~Angamis make use of their dogs in the chase.

> 'This animal is a large, long haired variety. The spear is only used in

hunting. Elephants are caught in concealed pit-falls, and killed with

‘the spear, Wicker work boskets, or traps, are used in fishing ; they bave

1no nets. | i f
Slavery.—Amongst themselves they have no slave system like that of -

- the Kowpois; oceasionally, captives in battle are made slaves, bub more

usunally these are killed for their heads,



ckness amongst the An
8 not unfrequently epid
owledge of medicine, and
Kindewenn, (G
-The Angamis seem to have more o e
gt them than any of the other tribes: they trad h
2 achar, and Manipur. . G
 They ,chiefly esport a coarse eloth made from the bark of a tree, and
wax; importing iron, salt and thread. 'Their ounly manufactures are the
coarse cloth aboye mentioned, and the iron arms and implements vequired
e oR Rt gl aBeL O s ‘ D
‘ Orime—Theft is' not very common, and the punishment is death, e
_ canght red-handed and a house is broken into; in other cases of theft, fines
sl R R R R iy T e
o Dhe Tonkhul and ]}ukupa‘rTri&éa.n-The pext of the Naga, wtribes‘rec};uir- |
_ ing description are the Tonkhul and Luhupa. The branch of the Tonkhul
. tribe, to which the name of Luhapa is given by the Manipuris (from
. & Luhup,” a hat or head eovering), seems to have been adopted in part at least
" by them, as they have no equivalent to the name ¢ Luhupa” in their own =
' language. The terra Luhupa is applied to the more savage of the Tonkhuls,
. who inhabit the hills to the north and east, farthest removed from the | |
_ Manipur Valley, from the fact of their heing almost incessanily engaged in
. fends and from their wearing, whilst so engaged, a peculiar ‘lem;l;ﬁg,ped ‘
~ complicated head dress. There arealso slight differences in langnage between
" the tribes lying farthest from each other, and other unimportant differences,
~guch as are found amongst sections of the other tribes, LR
. Sub-divisions of the Tribes.~There are many sub-divisions among the
| above ; but as these are simply taken from the names of villages and con«
. vey no meaning, it is not deemed necessary to detail them, i
" Owigin.—The origin of the Tonkhuls is thus given by themselves.
They say, they came out of a cave in the earth, at a place called Murringphy,
‘in the hills, about four days’ journey north-east of the Manipur Valley. -
. They attempted to leave this cave one by one, but a large tiger, who was
on the wateh, devoured them successively as they emerged. Seeing this, the
ocoupiers of the cave by a stratagem, throwing out the efigy of aman
they had dressed up, distracted the attention of the tiger, and ftook the
 oppoitunity of leaving the cave in a body : the tiger on seeing the numbers
' before him, fled. They pliced a large stone on the top of a high hill near
" this spot (which still remains) as a mark, from which situation they spread
_in the hills around. '
" Present Numbers, country ocoupied by them, &o.—The Toukhuls and
. Luhupas, under the Manipur rule, are said at present to number from twenty
 to twenty-five thousand. They have decreased in .numbers of late years ;
 and this they ascribe to their fatal interval fends, to cholera and small-pox, -
“especially the latter; cholera, it may be here mentioned, appears to have
been unknown either in the Manipur Valley or the neighbouring hills, until
about thirty years ago. The hills seem to be always infested from the
valley, and it in its turn from the west, in cases of epidemics. Their country
lies immediately north-east of the Manipur Valley, commencing from it
. and extending north-east for about eight days’ journey ; from that, east,
 to a great distarice until the country of the Singphu is reached. The Luhupas
~to the north hold the Tonkhuls in a general state of subjection, although this
does 1ot seem to go beyond an oceasional demand for tribute, as the Mani-

¥




¢ ave frequently met with,

 usually salt springs and wells are found, which are
| them, The rivers flowing throngh the Manipur Valley, with o1
~ all take their rise in the Tonkhul country, The fir tree in th
. very plentiful, and attains a large size. B
.\ Facial and other characteristics, dress, ornaments, §e~The T

‘and Luhupas are a tall race of men, with large heads and heavy sto
tures, as a rule; their general facial characteristics resemble thos
‘Angami, and some of them are remarkably musenlar, The dres ,
 men is very scanty, consisting of a picce of cloth folded  r d the
. waist, a portion of which hangs down in front; even this sea y
. covering 18 frequently dispensed with, when they are engaged in any
 hard work. Over the upper part of the body they wear a sheet, after
| the fashion of the Angami. The hair of the men is worn in a very pecu
| Har fashion ; the sides of the head arc shaven, leaving a ridge of hair v
the top about four or five inches broad at the top of the head and narrow-
ing to the front and behind, where they have a small knotted pig tail about
three inches long. This cock’s comb style of wearing the hair gives them =
a yory grobesque appearance, not unlike that of a circus clown.  The crest =
of bair is kept pretty short, though sometimes long enough to be parted in
the centre, Their tradition regarding this peculiar fashion is to the effect,
. that formerly, ages ago, the two sexes wore their hair alike, and combed
back as among the Kukis ; to distingnish them, the above effective plan was
- resorted to, 'Thé Tonkhul and Lizhupa tribes have no hair whatever in their =
. faces, The ornaments amongst the men are—for the ear, piecesof reed, =
round thick pieces of cork, skens of thread, &e. ; a favourite with the men =
s a small bale of cotton, for it can scarcely be called anything else, with
which the lobe of the ear is enormously distended ; the ascending cartillage
of the ear is frequently hored with numerous holes, into which small skeins
of blue or black cotton thread are introduced. No metal ornaments of any
~ kind are worn in the ears. Necklaces of beads are occasionally worn, and =~
a favourite and peculiar ornament is a loose deep collar of brass, about six
inches wide in front of the neck and tapering gradually to the back, where
it is fastened ; this collar is usually plain, and projects out some way in
front of the chin. In lieu of the brass collar, coloured ones of cane work are 7
also worn of the same pattern : gaiters of matwork are occasionally worn; -
. on the upper arm the coiled wire rings aré worn, as with the Kowpois; and
. on the wnist heavy solid bracelets of brass ; below the knee cane rings ; those
formerly described, are worn frequently in large numbers, The Ton%dm! and.
Lubupa tribes have a custom amongst them, which is believed to be
unique and peculiar to them, This consists in the wearing of a ring from
~an eighth to a fourth of an inch wide, made of deer’s hom or ivory,
: which is passed over the foreskin, fitting tightly. The object of this
', custom, which is of great antiquity, is to prevent an erectio penis, the
holding apparently that a mere exposure of the person, unless so attended,
is not a matter to be ashamed of. They carry out this idea with great
boldness; for gangs of them may be seen working on the roads and in the =
women’s bazars in the Manipur Valley without a stitch of clothing on =
them, the wearing of the ring being considered asufficient sacrifice to
. modesty, = This ring is assumed on reaching puberty, and is worn until ‘




. d
vs its form, and after
] ‘ reat ease, The ring 1
 night, and its size is altered from time to fi
neces ‘Although the claims of modesty are the only reasons
gned for the custom, - not improbable that it may have originally
id a deeper meaning, as will be seen in alluding to the marriage customs
~of the txibe. The dress of the women is somewhat scanty: a kilt
shaped piece of cloth is folded round the waist, and veaches half way to

he knee; this cloth may be either white or coloured. Over the breast
‘another piece of cloth is usually folded, although' amongst old women
‘especially, it is not uncommon to leave the chest bare. Over all a sheet

s worn, The hair of the women is worn in a fashion resembling that
of the Manipuris when young ; after marriage the hair is combed back
and gathered behind into a quene; over the hair is placed a piece of
‘eloth ‘drawn tight and folded round the quene behind tightly. Ornaments
. are not so much affectéd by the women of this tribe as by others.  In the
. ears are placed eylindrical pieces of cork; no metal rings are used, Shell
. necklaces and beads are worn, and before marriage bracelets of brass; =
. these, after marriage, are replaced by round bracelets of a metal-like solder
. or lead, seven on the right arm and four on the left, The womenof
| the Luhupas to the north are tatooed black, in simple patterns, on the
' thighs, arme, and breast. These women are much sought for by the
southern men, because, however fierce may be their feuds, a tatooed woman
 always goes unscathed, fear of the dire vengeance which would be
 exacted by her northern relations were she injured giving her this

smmmmamaty, o0 e

Villages, their site, construction, and government.~The villages of this

tribe are situated in a similar maunner to those of the Kowpois; on the
slopes of the higher hills, in the south, they are small; but north, amongst

~ the Luhupas, they are large, and may number as many as five hundred:

~ houses in one village. Their houses are constructed in the same way as
‘those of the Kowpois; but to the north, owing to the scarcity of the
thatching grass, the .roofs are planked with fir. The arrangement of the
houses in a village, and their internal fittings, &e., closely resemble
that of the Kowpois. Water, especially amongst the southern tribes,
is alwiys close to a village site, and each village is strongly forti-
fied by a wooden: palisade. The village sites are fixed. As with the
Murring fribe, to be next described, they have two village chiefs—
. the Khulbu, being the head, and the Khuldkpa, the inferior; these.

_ officers are hereditary, and the Khulbu, by virtue of his office, receives
the heads of all the game killed, and the fivst brew of liquor made by each
family m the village community. The Khuldkpa receives inferior presents,

and they are both entitled to seats of honor at feasts and other village
meetings. Each village forms a republic of its own, as amongst the
other Naga tribes, and they bhave no principal chiefs. The young, un-

 married boys and girls sleep in separate houses apart, as with 'the
Kowpois. o ‘

Customs at Birtk, Marriage, and Death.—On the birth of a child, whether
 male or female, fowls are sacrificed, and the women only of the village
__are treated to liquor. The child immediately after birth has chewed rice
. plaged in its mouth, and is immersed in water, heated nearly to the boiling

~_point; this treatment is supposed fo render the child hardy, and provent

"



Tt in after-life from suffering from pains about the m
‘mother of the child is also made to sweat profusely, by
in hot water blankets, until faintness ensues; this

 three times, and on the third day, the woman is allowed to g
usual. Ear-boring is a canse of great expense in feastin ' ;
‘the children in many cases are allowed to accumulate, when one en

tainment serves for all. . At puberty the ring formerly dese
- agsumed. Before marriage immorality is uncommon; the age
‘marriage does not differ from that of the other Naga tribes, an
oceur at any time after puberty, The price of wife to those w
iy one methna; others pay in cowries or Manipur “sel,” about th
. of ten rupees. In instituting the preliminaries for a marriage,
are taken, as amwongst the Kowpois, by holding up a ‘fb'wl"’an?g
“how it crosses its legs; if favorable; the preliminaries may be arrang
. cither by parents or friends. The Tonkhul and Lmhupa tribes are said
 to exercise more free will in regard to their marriage arrangements than
~_pny of the other tribes ; and, as a consequence, run-away matehes are not
unfrequent when the parents of a couple do not agree. The couple in this
. case f?y to another village, and remain there until they are recalled by =
the parents, which usually speedily takes place. No disgrace or punish-
' mont; follows, but the accustomed price myst be given. On the warriage
day, two dogs, two dfos, with liquor, are presented by the ‘parents of

the man to those of the woman; the woman’s father then kills apig,
which is eaten in the house of the man’s parents, The man after =
marriage lives for a few days in the house of the bride’s parents, after
which he is conveyed to his own house, and another feast of dogs and fowls
ends the proceedings; and now comes into play a custom quite peeuliar
to this ftribe, and one which I cannot help, rightly or wrongly,
associating with ‘the origin of wearing the ring, also peenliar to them.
On the eldest son of a family marrying, the parents are obliged fto leave =
their house with the remainder of their family, the son who had married
taking two-thirds of the parents’ property, not only of the household,
but of his father’s fields, &e. Occasionally, the parents are recalled and =
allowed to remain for some time, but eventually they have to leave,
and the property is claimed and divided, as above stated. When
the parents are well off, they provide a house beforehand. On the
marriage of another son the same process is repeated, and”’ may be
again and again ; but, according to the usual custom, the parents may,
after the process has been repeated several times, veturn to the house of the
eldest son.  When a couple have a large family of sons, who marry in
guccession, the poor people are often thus reduced to serious straits. May i
not the origin of the wearing of the ring have something to do with this
practice ; and may it not have been introduced, by some parent anxious, by =
placing a check upon the amatory propensity of his offspring to so put off
the evil day of his own turning out ? . This, however, is mere conjecture, as
there is no trace of any story or tradition of the kind amongst the
"Tonkhuls themselves. Polygamy is oceasionally practised, and, in rare in-
tances, many wives ave kept. Divorce is allowed, but seldom resorted to,

on gecotint of its great expenses, Adultery is rare; and the adulterer, if
seized, is killed, his goods and property secized: under any circumstances, =
the woman is never taken back by the injured husband, On the death of
‘a Tonkhul or Luhupa, it used to be the custom to make human sacrifices;
‘now, amongst those of them under Manipur rule, this isnot permitted,

‘omen
servin

b




fore the corpse can be bun
ption of one leg, which is |
oad are buried in deep graw
' the Koy ibe, . Spears, dfios, 8e., are
1l who die of disease are buried inside the village pree
are killed in battle, or by wild animals, are buried | e
la the village, On the death of a warrior, his nearest male
ation takes a spear and wounds the corpse by a blow with it on the head,
at on his arrival in the next world he may be known and received
Mibebiong. g e
Arms, and mode of fighting, &e~~Their only arm used in warfare is a

spear ; this 1s thrast, as it is too heavy to be thrown. = On the loft
‘wotn an oblong shield of hide, ornamented with tresses of human |
 hair and wool dyed in various: colours. « Amongst the Luhupas, the head
 dress of the warrior is peeuliar ; hence the name Luhupa, which is formerly
‘mentioned. The basis of his head-piece is a conical structure of wicker
. work, about a foot high; over this is a layer of fur and hair, black and red
in colonr; to the sides are stitched as wings round structures, filled in with
' coloured seeds in rings; in front is a disc of polished brass, with a button-
shaped knob in the centre; slips of bamboo, feathers, &e., are also attached
. to the head-piece, and occasionally a long erescent-shaped piece of buffalo
. horn seraped thin is placed in front of the helmet. Warriors of distinctions,
. who have slain many people, wear the hair of their victims, depending from
. the side ornaments of the helmet in the first instance, and, as they aceumu-
late, made into a kind of fringe worn round the face, like the mane of a
. Jions Women’s tresses are preferred, as being longer. The rest of the
~ warrior’s dress presents nothing peculiar. = When the villagers are desirous
 of fighting, nofice on the one smde is invariably given ; and, as amongst the:
. Angamis, the date may be given, and a stand-up fight in the open agreed
upon at a given place. In other cases, intimation is made to one village
. from amother that its members from a certain fime will be killed, whenever
' an opportunity is found. In fighting, the spear is thrust ; two hands being
generally used. 'When an enemy is killed, the head is immediately cut off
by the edge of the spear; these heads ave dried and hung up in the houses
" of the wictors, and, as with the Angamis, may be returned, and the feud
I ended. Teuds are handed down from generation to generation, and the
" originai eauses of them have not unfrequently, as amongst the other tribes,
. been completely forgotten. Village feuds are very common. The southern
 portion of the tribe—~the Tonkhulg-use the bow and arrow, frequently
. poisoned with some vegetable composition, the nature of which is kept a
secret, and it manufacture only known to a few. The northern, or Luhupa,
portion do not use the bow and arrow. : ' :
Religion, and religious observances, superstitions, §c.~The Tonkhuls and
Luhupas believe in one supreme deity, who is of a benevolent disposition, *
~ and who inhabits space; also another deity of an evil disposition, who
 resides between heaven and earth, and in whose hands is the power of
death. ‘Their ideas of a future state are, that after death they go to the
west, where there is another world; in this future state they live and die,
. men six times, and women five times ; after this they are turned into clouds,
. remaining in that condition. The people killed by a Tonkhul or Luhupa,
~ become his slaves in the next world. The nature of the life they lead in a
_ future state, they cannot explain. Their general religious observances do
. not differ essentially from those of the Kowpoi tribe, Their superstitions
i : F




' year each village holc
' who have died during ¢!
| ceremonies, which culmin

- ocoasion, it is said, the spirits of the departed appear at o d

 village in the faint moonlight, wending their way slowl

. and driving before them the wvictims they may have slain
- stolen during their: lives ; the procession disappears over

. amidst the wailings of the villagers. Unless the willage pri
. fed, it is said this appearance will not take place. P

| gongs for their dances. 'They dance sometimes for & whole night, un
‘ quite’ exhausted. Their singing is pleasing, being ‘executed_myw;eﬂgt@e& i
. in equal numbers, sing thus together, and sometimes men alone. The

~ singing and dancing. The young men amuse themselves by |

for irrigation.

lgo similar, with xeeption,  In the mo
solemn festival, in hono
‘preceding year. The village.
nate o a night when the moor

iy

- Pestivals, Games, Amusements, &e~The Tonkhunls :J ,‘a‘r“id“,‘

. mo stated times for holding their festivals, with the exception of
. example mentioned above.. The Tonkhul of both sexes sing ;
| together. The Luhupa men only dance a sort of war dance, the

supplying them with liquor the while: they have drums, but

se
ght, until’

parts, blending together and forming a pleasing melody.  Men and w

melody is always in slow time, whatever the nature of the song, joyous or

. otherwise. They understand the meaning of their songs as a rule, and
. these vary, though those of a melancholy nature prevail. The burden ot

one ig to this effect:-~“A young man and woman were attached to each
other ; the youth proceeded into the jungle for cane to make a basket for
the girl, he'1s devoured by a tiger, and announces his fate to his lover in a
dream.” The amusements of the adults would seem to be almost confined to

spears, and also putting the stone, which is round and heavy, . .0 0
Cultivation —The Tonkhul portion of the tribe all cultivate by jhoom-
ing; but the Luhupas cultivate the slopes of the hills by terracing, mapur.

ing the lands from their buffaloes and cows. The manure thus nsedis

not spread dry on the ground, but is mixed with the streams of water used I

- Hunting, fishing, &e.~The Tonkhul and'Luhupa tribes use dogsin

 bunting as the Murrings and Angamis do; these dogs ave trained to drive

game into some pool of water, where the animals are speared; Amongst

them they have a large species of dog with long straight hair, like the
' Thibetan breed ; this variety is not used “for hunting, but to protect the
villages. They cut the ears and tails: of their dogs quite short, believe
. ing that this improves their appearance. Fish are caught by poisoning
. the water; they have no nets. ¢ L B B e

Stavery.—Slavery has no existenee amongst them, and they‘uafé ﬁ‘élenvtf i
ly opposed to iti . To such a degree is the idea of slavery hateful to them,
that on occasion of inability to release his children who had been captured =

in resistance to the State (Manipur) and sold as slaves, their father coming

~down from the hills, slew them hoth, and carried away with him their

them ; venereal diseases appear unknown. They have no knowledge of
' medicines. o s l

. Diety use of Spirvits, Tobacco, §e.~Their diet presents no
.~ their liquor resembles that made by the Murrings ; tobaceo smokin

heads. Bince then it has not been attempted to make any Luhupas

. slaves. ‘

. Sickness.~Small-pox and cholera occasionally make sad ravages ammgsf; ‘

b




tone with bamloo mouth

101 hem is very restricted. They
spears, cloths, &e., to Manipur, mk{ng ;
ange heir women make cloth superior to any of the other
ring the Murrings. 0 o000 Bl

 bring dios,

Orime, &o.~Thett is vei";,;wc&m’mtm‘,‘hot only in their own eauhﬁr'y,f;f,. Me
Tiey commit theft, chiefly cattle lifting in the Manipur Valley also; thieves

aught red-handed may be killed, or beaten; fines are also inflicted. e
\ The Jatik Trite of Nagas.—Of the Jatik tribe of Nagas liftle is at
wogent known, they having only recently come under subjection in amall:
numbers, They wear the ring, speak a similar language to the above, and
heir manners and customs are identical. o ypimnl

urring Tribe of Hill-m s.—The Murring tribe P oceupy the range of i

lls lying between the two valleys of Manipur and Kubo; thig range,the

Hirok, is not, however, exclusively oceupied by them, there being scattered

| over nearly the whole of it villages of the Khongjai tribe of Kukis.

There are two divisions of the Murring tribé, Saibu, the eldest branch, =
- and Maring; they ave identical in appeavance, dress, customs, &ec., but

. their language differs slightly, and they do not intermarry. These two =

. tribes are sub-divided as follows; the numes of the sub-divigions are the
' same in both, and are given as— 4 ' fik

D Il l Kunsowa. ‘D Tanpsowa,
‘Churungna. : Makunga. ‘ ¢ Mungtangna.
e Klaya, !

. These seven sub-divisions or families do not marry amongst themselves;
. that is, » Khulbu will not marry a Khulbu, but may any other of the

. seven, The division of a tribe into seven families appears to be common |

‘1o all the tribes, us well as the Manipuris, and the rales are in some cases
- very strict against intermarriage. ) ;

. Origin of the Murring Tribe.~The origin of the Murring is thus given
by themeelves—~We originally came out of the earth near the easterm
~ foob of the Hirok Range, but in the Kubo Valley, in the higher ground .

' imamediately under the hills at a place named Mungsa. Seven men and

' ‘seven women thus emerged. At this time women and men wore the same

clothes (the dhoti or cloth round the loins is to this day identical in both

. sexes, though worn differently). The hair was also worn in the same way

by both sexes. By way of making a distinction, the males dreésed their
" hair into'a horn-like knot in front of the head, the women behind. The

. females also lengthened their waist cloths, while the men shortened theirs,

Not being satisfied with their location in the plain, they migrated in a

bt:fiy to the hills lying close by, where they have since remained. The

_ tradition amongst them ig, that the Kubo Valley was then almost entirely

| a vast lake. The nature of the ground at the foot of the Hirok Range,

_at Mungsa bears out this tradition, as under the hills there is a strip of

forest land of no great breadth, which is much higher than the plain to
the east below ‘it. They have since resided in the Hirok Range, spread-
 ing over it as they increased in number. Some Murrings gay that the
. place of the origin of a portion of their tribe was part of the Manipur

. capital at present called < Haubum Maruk,” and that another portion

4ook their origin ab ‘¢ Laisangkhong,” a village in the valley, some seven
~ or eight miles south of the capital ; bub on account of the immense amount

~of water then in the valley, after an occupation, the length of time o



~ Hirok Range of hills. They are said to have increased

viiich /is ,unknawn,"gﬁhafifé‘i‘ s were evacuated, 1
in'the valley, b ' ‘ ik

i i Pm'mt‘Num&ar.ém to%l igﬁmbﬁr of the Mn,‘,« ing' trib
. given, is about threo thousand, in about twenty villages, all

um 1

the last five or six years. About thirty-two- years ago, when
~ raja, they were oppressed and ill treated by the Manipuris, whie
them to leave their country and take refuge in Burma, but lately
.are returning, the poliey of the Manipur Government having” changed.
tegard to them, and the Kubo Valley, towards which the majority ha
| fled, being to them unhealthy, and the measures of the Burmese being als
. oppressive, they are coming back in numbers. e
. Kacial and olher characteristics, dress, mode of wearing hair, &

ISIL,

' As observed formerly, the features of the Murrings approximate to those of

Wan“'

- the Burmese ; some of them have flat, and others well shaped, noses, and =

‘  their general expression is mild and intelligent. They ave cleanly in their
| persons, diet and houses, and altogether are superior to any of the other

o

tribes. In stature they are of medium height, museular, and active,and

with well developed lower limbs, Their dress consists, amongst both! men ‘
~and women, of a sheet, whibe, with a striped border or strip thronghout ;

. bhis is folded across the waist and twisted or tucked in ab the side; the

men fasten one end behind dhotie wise, in the women this is allowed to hang

down, so as to form a petticoat. For the men, the only other article of
clothing worn is a sheet for the upper part of the body, of thick cloth,
either striped or checked, and sometimes a woollen blanket. The women’s
dress, besides the waist cloth, common to both sexes, consists of a white

sheet with striped borders, worn like the Manipuri fanek, and reaching

from over the breast to a little way below the knee, A sheet, like ﬁhe,mén‘s,‘(,‘“ j
is also worn; and some of the women wear the Manipuri  furit,” or

Jacket during the cold weather. The men comb their hair from behind

. ond from the sides, and gather it into a horn-shaped protuberance above

the centre of the forehead; round the base of this horn are usually wound

strings of beads of various kinds, and transfixing it cross-wise is a steel

bodkin-shaped instrument, with a sharp point, about fifteen inches long,

and flattened for about a third of its length at the other extremity. The

story attached to this instrument is as follows t—To the seven families

of the Murrings, after their creation, the deity gave pens of reed and skins |

of leather to write upon. The leather skins were eaten by dogs, and the
pens wearing oub or being lost, the art of writing was forgotten, and has

‘mever been recovered ; the bodkin-shaped piece of steel is retained by them

a3 » memento of the pen. The men have occasionally rudimentary mous-

taches and beards. The hair of the women is simply parted in the cevtre
and combed back; ‘it is gathered in a loose knot, lying low down on the
neck, The ornameuts for the men are not numerous. Before marriage,

young men wear small rings in the lobes of the ear, made of brass..

After marriage these are removed, and a rounded piece of shell, wood

covered with finely twisted horse hair, or, for the hetter off, silver, about
- an inch and a half long, of no: great thickness, is worn instead, The

men wear no necklaces, or any other ornament round the neck. Heavy

bracelets of bell metal above the wrist are occasionally worn; these are
handed down from father to son for genecrations. Brass rings on the

fingers are sometimes worn, The women wear shell ornaments in the

ears, but, unlike those of the men, round and fastened to the lobe of the




e ‘ s i
iis ornament is twisted into shape before being placed on
ots of the same material, as those of the men, are occasion-

villages on the ; i KO an
venient situation of their water-supply. "Their village sites-are fixed,
as with the Kowpois. The general siyle of building is similar to that of =

fx&mf;nﬁ?thé@mw on a bamboo platform, like those of the Burmese; in
er

' round it; they give as a reason for this, that for many years the Tonkhul -
. tribe of Nagas, with whom they used to be at coustant feud, have been
. friendly, and they do not fear any of the other tribes. Their villages are
- small in size, the largest containing only nineteen houses, the smallest: three
ot four. Each village has two headmen—the Khbulbu and Khulikpa; both
. offices are hereditary, the Khulbu being the chief. These headmen ave not
~‘entitled to any settled revenue, but receive a share of flesh at feasts, and a
* portion of the drink made by the villagers. 'There isalso in every village of
‘any consequence an interpreter, or < Meithei Lumbu ;” thig official is selected

~ for his knowledge of Manipuri: he gets nothing from the villagers, but

~ oeccasionally receives a present from Manipuris when any case occurs re-

. quiring his assistance. The custom of separating the young of both sexes

ob go heavy as those of the men. The women

their construction, government, §e.~The Murrings cohstruct
1¢ slopes of the higher hills, but with a regard to the

above, but their houses are not so strongly built~<the roofs do not reach
g0 low, nor is the thatching as good. Occasionally, the house is raised

‘cases, the floors are planked. The arrangewent of the houses ina
ge is similar to that of the Kowpoi, but they have no fortifications

" | prevails, as amongst the Kowpois ; their village paths and roads are superior W

it those of the other tribes.
. QCusloms at Birth, Marriage, Deatk.—The customs on the birth of a ¢hild,
amongst the Murrings, are similar to those of the Kowpois: there is a
. feast given by those who can afford it, or drink is distributed ; the woman
is not secluded in any way after ‘the birth of a child. The naming of
. children amongst the Mwrings is curious : the eldest male child of a family
{18 invariably ealled Moba; this name is given immediately after birth, The
. second male child is called Koba; the third Mayba; the fourth Ungha; the fifth
.« Kumba. After the fifth, every male child born is called Kumba. For female
~ children, the first is called Tebi ; the second Tobi; the thixd Tungbi ; the fourth
. Sungkobi; the fifth and others Kumbi. Thus, in any village, many of the same
. name may be found ; other names may aftersards be given. Butas the giving
. of a second name involves a large expenditure in the shape of a feast to the vil-
 lagers and presents, the privilege is not often taken advantage of. Amongst
. geventeen men assembled at one time, only four of them had second names:
these names were Mohsil, Modar, Morungba, and Motil. Individuals of the
same name are identified by the clan or family name ; also by the father’s
pumber, so to speak; or by personal peculiarities, as long, short, stout, &e. On
the occasion of a marriage, the arrangements are mitiated by friends sent
. by the parents, and not, as with the Kowpois, by the parents themselves.
The price for a wife is much the same as with that tribe, varying with the
« circumstances of the parties; but in all cases a gong forms part of the
_presents given, A feast is given on the wedding day, after which the newly

married couple may retire to their own houses, In cases where a separa- |

. tion is desived by either of a married couple, it is necessary to prove a fault

e



d and

‘ ¥, th t’s life is spared; but

~and all his property seized by the injured husband. 8
may‘keep“phea

. agraeable, the adulterer may ‘woman, giving the hushan
. In doahtful cases of adultery, the evidence of the woman
. the case is considered pmmf‘by ‘her evidence, a fine only
' accused, Adultery is a rare offence. Their ensboms ¢ le
(closely resemble those of the Kowpois; but no coffin is use
urial place is some distance apart from the village. =
 drms, mode of fighting, &o.—~The arms in use amongs
ibe are, the spear, ddo, and bow and arrow. The spear
ger than that of the Kowpois, but of the same make, and is
 fighting. Theddo is square at the point, and is worn in a kind of
' sheath open in front, and so worn behind as  to he handy for dra
. placing the hands over the shounlder. 'The bow is strong, and the arrow-
. head barbed. The arrows are occasionally poisoned with some vegetable
| extract, the nature of which is not known; they describe this poison as
' go potent, that animals die from its effects in half an hour or an hour after
| being wounded. This poison, which is used also by the Kuki tribes,
. a dark brown gammy-looking extract, solublein greater part in water.
| The poisonused by the Bhutias is very much the same as that uwsed by
the Murrings and Kukis, in appearance at least. The Murring alsouses
. & shield of strong hide, round in shape, and japanned black. The Murrings,
like most of the hill tribes, try to surprise their enemies ; befove entering
. on any warlike expedition, they consult the omens, as the Kowpois do. They
are at present at peace with all their neighbours, and havenointernal fends.
‘ Religion, §c.~They believe in numerouns spirits inhabiting the high
' hille; the supreme of these is named Dombai, andis of a good disposition.
There are two devils of great power, After death the good are born again
at once into this world. The bad are retained in a fature state, and tortured
.in accordance with the nature of their offences. Their priests and saerifices
generally resemble those of the Kowpois. Their superstitions are also very
similar, : ! ] Vi T
- Pestivals, Games, Songs, §e~Their festivals vesemble those of the Kow-
‘pois, but they have only one annually in April, the reason of whick iswun.
known. During this festival, they dance, feast, and drink for three days,
Their dance is accompanied by a kind of chant, in honor of the occasion,
. and the music of the drum. The young men and women dance together, =
. They have no songs whatever amongst them, and account for it thus:
'\ When the deity distributed songs to the inhabitants of the world, some
- eaught them in their hands, some secured them carefully in their clothes,
_and thus retained them ; but the Murrings unfortunately caught their share
in a wide-meshed bagket, through which the songs escaped, never to be re-
covered. They seem to have no games amongst them ; but children amuse
_~themselves with a swing of rope suspended between two trees, and witha
wooden seat, like that of English children, ; e
Cultivation, liet, §e.~—~Their cultivation is entirely jhoom, as with the
Kowpois. As regards their diet, they are said to be more cleanly in the
gelection of what they eat, and also to pay more attention to cooking.
. Hunting and fisking.~The Murrings are fond of hunting, and tt
" their village dogs to assist them; these are of the ordinary pariah - breed,

i ‘
[
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hing 1 v"‘&mmpw‘; the m‘ehhod employed is by poisoning the water;

"Other Customs~To erect; a. pile of stones is cousidered a meritorious

 methnas are expended, but from the hope that their names will live as long
4 the mounds erected by them ; the methnas are not grudged. A Mur-

-

have a rejoicing of their clubs under an expenditure of four mebhnas.

Slavery.~—Slavery amongst the Murrings is in existence only inavery

restricted shape ; its general form is as with the Kowpois. M
. Diseases~Small-pox is the most fatal disease amongst them, and,like
© the other tribes, they abandon their sick from this complaint in the juogle,
 Skin affections are rare, and venereal diseases are said to be unkrown.
" Cholera is rare, and mild in form. Their country seems also to be free from
- malarious fevers. i ) o L fhmt
" Use of Dobacco, Spirits, §e~Tobacco is much used, and is partaken of
in the three forms in use amongst the Kowpois. Their drink is somewhat

o is killed with the bow and mrow and spear,
ted from the paucity of streams of any size in their hills;

ach aTlggoixidii?idixM;v"vhfdx:ﬁdoe&ﬁthis must be rich ; for on such ocensions six

| ring must not think of white-washing the front of his hause (which is of
ards) unless he can give a feast, for which six methnas are killed; and
ung men of the village, who assemble together like the Kowpois, can~

differently prepared : bran is used as well asrice, and the branches of a

plant; the drink is allowed to ferment and distil over, but without the .
. aid of heat; it is sweet and of no great strength. |
. Trade~They have no trade whatever amongst them; they work in
metals, making their spear heads, dfos, &e., from iron procured in the Mani-
pur Valley. e : ,
' Opime—~Theft is rave, and is punished with heavy fines; there is no
 other crime of note, and they are reputed to be very truthful. i
' The Kukis and other Tribes.—~The only tribes of hill-men under Mani-
par rale left to be deseribed are those of the Kukis, and the few non-
.descripts residing in or near the wvalley, who are included amongst the Loi
| population, formerly alladed to. And first of the largest of the Kuki tribes,
' the Khongjai, i :
. e Khongjai tride of Kukis~~This importent tribe of Kukis has only,
in comparatively recent times, come under the rule of Manipur in its
. entirety. The Khongjais formerly occupied that portion of the hill country
now uninhabited, lying between the country of the Lushais and that occu-
~ pied by the Kowpoi tribe of Nagas. They resemble the Lushai tribe in
~ appearance and language, but have always been in feud with them. As
time went on, the Lushais, proving too powerful for them, caused them to
. evacuate their country. Before this occurred, they were at constant feud
. with the hill tribes to the north of them under Manipur, and with the
_ Mavipuris themselves ; but when it was found that they could no longer
_cope with the Lushais, they at once came under the proteetion of Manipur,
and all enmity between them and the Manipur Government and the
Naga tribes at once ceased. They now constitute an important body of .
contented useful men, as friendly to Manipur as can be desired. Itisnow
_about thirty years since the movement began, and they finally settled in
‘Manipur Hill Territory. At this time, also, a great moveraentof Kukis took
place towards the Kachar Hills, where they gettled under British protection,




game pressure,
ais, who resided
dering on the Kacha

o Chingsol section of the
he Bobun range of hill lerin
of country are now uninhabited . ‘
. Names and Sub-divisions of the Khongjai Tribe~
. of Knkig have the following chief sub-divisions :~Kuding:

. Monbi, Chongfut, and Sumti. Many other names might
' the above represent the chief families or divisions, The ma
~ customs of each sub-division are so much alike, ‘that one deseri
et Bon bl i ) strm o

. Origin of the Tribe.~Although occupants of the hills to the

. the valley of Manipur, their traditions do not give the souther|
‘the place of their origin, but rather lead them to the Delief
| in the north. Some of the Khongjais say that the country
| origin was that now occupied by the Poi or Shendu tribe of hill-me:

| twenty days south of the Manipur Valley. The fact of their la
\being nearly identical with that of the Lushais, points still -furth
itheir probable southern origin, ! e S
. Present Number, §e.~The total number of the trihe ig given at present
' ab about eight to ten thousand, and they say that they have steadily
‘decreased in numbers since they came under the Manipur tule; and this
they attribute to inoreased sickness and the spread of fatal diseages, as small-
pox and cholera amongst them. ‘ e S R
" Location of the Tribe.~Since the tribe came under the rale of Manipur,
‘they bave remained soattered over nearly the whole of its hill territory,
 except to the extreme morth. Numbers of them are to be found inthe =
western ranges of hills overlooking the valley to the north of the Govern-
 ment voad, in the Hirok Range of hills between Manipur aud the Kabo
Valley and in the hill ranges south of the Munipur Valleys . W
Fuaeial and other charactevistics, dress, mode of wearing hair, §e~Like
“the tribes already described, their features are various, and one standard can-
ot belaid down for all ; the stature also varies, and tall men alternate with
short 3 but the middle height is tliat most frequently met with, Their legsand
Arms are oceasionally very muscular, and they are capable of carrying heavy
weights. The dress of the men is very scanty ; as a rule, they only have
a piece of cloth hanging down from the waist in front, the parts bebind .
eing bave; in other oases, even this is dispensed with, and a loose sheet

" only covers the body, disposed, however, so as to conceal the private parts
. in the day fime; this sheet is wound round the waist, and at night forms

& blanket,  Like the Lushais, every Khongjai earries a netted bag, which
_contains his tobacco, flint and steel, 8 small knife, and other odds and
_ends; this bag is worn on the hip, and the strap is usually of hide, and

 often ornamented with cowrie shells. The hairof the men is worn long,
. combed back, and formed into a knot behind ; it is usnally kept in a very
dirty condition. One seetion of the Khongjais, the Sumty, wear in the

centre of ‘the head, reaching behind and incorporated with the rest of the

<hair, # small plaited pig tail ; this fashion prevails also amongst the Lusbais.
The Khongjais have oceasionally small moustaches and pointed beards,
The ornaments for the men are not mumerous; for the ears, s piece of
string is passed through the lobe, and on this is strung one or moxre reddish
coloured pebble beads. On the upper arm one or two pig’s tusks are
_monly worn, and frequently on the left wrist a thick piece of ivory; bat
this 1 more for use than ornament, to protect the arm in using the bow




06 of string, with a tiger’s
ingle pebble necklace, or o)
ber or of amber itself. Nothin

he

o plaited, crossed behind, and brought round over the front of the forehead,

| however, is mever worn by the Khongjai males, although common to both

eaden or solder armlets are worn, and on the wrists and fore-arms bracelets

~ ally with a fringe, amongst those at all careful of their appearance, of
. gmall red feathers, The tribes are, as a rule, very dirty in their persons
- and elothes, aud although clean individuals are occasionally to be met with.
 Villages, where situated, comstruction, &e~-Unlike the Naga tribes

L \héngjai', Kuki tribe, it should have been mentioned, wear a pugree, gener~

" above described, the Kukis are constantly changing the sites of their

villages to suit the exigencies of their cultivation. On. this account the

~ villages of the Khongjais have not that permanent and comfortable look -

. that a Naga village possesses, and their houses are very much inferior in
construction.  The houses themselves ave small, with two gable ends, walls

- of bamboo matting, and raised floors of bamboo or wood for the better sort;

_ each house is usually surrounded by a bamboo fence, and in situations likely
 to be attacked by other tribes: a strong palisading surrounds the village.
The houses are closely huddled together, and the villages are usually small

 in size ; they have, however, large villages, containing about four hundred

" houses ; but these are rare, and confined to places where the facilities for
cultivating, &c., are unusually good. The village sites are altered accord-

ing to the kind of cultivation near them; when the amount of land is

~ small, or its quality is inferior, the villages may not remain on the spot
for mbre than two or three years; in other cases, they may remain eight or
ten, but seldom move.

. Village government, customs, §c.—In each village, as with the Nagas, | :
_ there is.a headman, or Khuldkpa, whose office is hereditary. Besides these

. village chiefs, they have amongst them, as with the Lushais, hereditary

_ chiefs of some consequence, whose orders are, or rather formerly were,

_ generally respected. Of these superior chiefs, there are ab present three, the
‘most important of them being named Kudingma ; this chief’s village is at
‘present north of the Government road, near the Kala Naga range of hills.

The Khulfkpa, or village chief, is entirely supported by the villagers; they cul-
tivatehis fields, and give him o certain proportion of the produce, both animal

and vegetable, of the village. On the birth of children he also receives presents,

‘and is entitled to paxt of the spoils of chase captured by the villagers. The

~ .more influential rajas or chiefs, aithough their authority may be recognized
~ out of the bounds of their village, only receive tribute frow: their own imme-

. diate village. The village chiefs also receive presénts on the ma.rriaé:e ofiw

. willagrer ; on the gale of a methna or any large transaction of titis kind, s

G".f‘
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mposed of
ce. is woron
‘he dress of the women consists of a kilt-shaped pieca of
b reaching from helow the naval to half way down the thigh;
easts another piece of cloth is folded, the portion between this
waist cloth being left bave ; over all a sheet is worn in the usnal
he hair is wom long and parted in the centre ; the two portions

_ where the meeting ends are tied together. The favourite ear ornament of
e women is the large dise of silver peculiar to the Kuki tribe; this,

mong all the other Kuki tribes to be yet mentioned. Necklaces of i
in numbers are wotn, as with the Kowpoi tribe. On the upper arm

- of thiek brass wire, like those of the Kowpoi.women, but differing slightly
in form; these reach to mear the elbow sometimes. All the males of the .



¢ levied for
. killed is also his pe V
' chiefs has much dec ; ¥t (¢
- their respective villages would not now ‘be attended
Lushais, a popular chief gathers together a large foll
. in this way a man of inflaence for the time, until succee
| chief, who becomes more popular, when his influence wanes an
. ers desert him for his more snccessful or popular vival. The yo
 sexes are not separated as' with the Naga tribes, but are allowe
" freely together ; a certain amount of care is, however, taken by the pas
. of the girls of the village, as when bed times arrives any young me
. may be about the house %ft a hint to move, and the girl or girls retire
the inner apartments with the parents. In many cases intrigues are
~ vied on by the young people, but these lapses generally end in marri
| with the parent’s consent, ov should this be denied, the young couple
| remaining of one wind, frequently elope either to another village or to some
. friend’s house in their own.. ; P
' Customs on Bivth, Marriage and Death.~Supposing the raja had a sor
_ five days after his birth there would be a feast, when they would shave his
head; name him, bore his ears, and his mother after proper ceremonies would

. tie some of the feathers of a red fowl which had been sacrificed to thegods =

a8 a charm about his neck. All his relations come to the feast, bringing

" with them what each is able of flesh and wine, When the boy has grown '
up, he associates with the young men of the villzge, and joing in all their =

 sports and pastimes, Yearly they brew wine called ¢ Lomyd,” and onits |
ripening they invite the young women of the village to a grand feast., If
able, his father and mother now seek a wife for him, and she must be the
daughter of a raja. - To her father they proceed, and, presenting wine, they
beg his daughter for their son. If he agrees, the wine is dennk, what is to.
be given for the girl is asked, and a bargain is concluded, The articles
comprising the girl’s price are taken together with wine to her house, and
ber relations having killed a methna or pig, they all eat of it together.
The party who brought the girl’s price contend with the young men of the
'village at their games, and if in this contention bones are broken, no nobice

_ of it is taken. The games over, the gixl must go to her husband’s house;

with this view she is dressed in all her finery, a gong is placed on her head = |
. as an umbrella, the hind leg of a methna and half a pig are givelr to her,
and haying taken a sip of well fumigated water of the pipe bowl, she parts

. amidst tears with her family. On reaching her husband’s house, a feast is

. given to all who went for her. The ¢ldest son on his marriage remains
with his father; a younger son has a part of his father’s subjects made over
" to bim, and sets up for himself. In the manner of obtaining a wife, there

 is no difference between the raja’s son and his lowest subjects, except that

the latter has not to pay the same high price for his partner. After the |
birth of a ehild the Khongjai almost immediately resumes her ordinary
duties, even heavy work, such as rice pounding. Adultery is not common,

« and, as with the other tribes, the male offender may be killed. ~Usnally, the
village chief Eardons the offender, who, however, becomes his slave. = If the
adultery has been without the consent of the woman, she is taken back; in
other cases, she is severely beaten, and her price has to be returned to her -
hushand.  Divorce is rare, and the individual initiating proceedings, whetiier
the man or woman, has to give back the original price paid. On the death
of a Khongjai the body is washed and carefully dressed; it is then skrapped

g




| h, 35 with the.

yrmer custom prevailed of smoking the
, until the v of human heads considered necessary
per performance of the funeral rites had been collected, The
for a certain number of heads being got ready, probably gave rige
¢ idea of smoking the body, as it cannot be buried until the requisite
ber ave got together, Since the Khongjai tribe came under therule

8, ;mid?(;ontent themselves with animals, chiefly dogs. Poor
nnot afford the constant feasting, which has to be kept up so -

ed ) f"tﬁe‘ Telatives of the deceased, and the body is buried, as with
wpois, the sitting position of the corpse being: retained ; an upright

he heads of the animals slain.  With the body, as amongst the Naga
‘weapons, &o., are buried. « In cases of death from disease, the body '
ied within the village close to the deceased’s house. If the death

en in battle or from accidents, the body is interred outside, G

Arms, mode of fighting, feuds, §c.—~The arms of the Khongjai are f«he'

ed
tribes,

_ with a shaft of plain wood and a spike at the bottom ; the head is about six
_ inches long, and of a triangular shape.  The spear is used somefimes to.

.  thrust, and sometimes it is thrown, The dao has a short handle, ornamented
. with a tail of goat’s bair depending from its extremity ; the blade is strong,

~ heﬁﬂéﬂ%t, and with a blunt square extremity. The bows and arrows used

. closely resemble those of the Murrings, but the bow ig not so strong, and

| inusing it the string is drawn towards the chest. They use poisoned arrows,
~ bub they do not malke the poison, but procure it from other tribes. Like
_ the Lushais, whom they so closely resemble in every way, they try to sur
. prise their enemies and attack immediately before da{-break. They are
_ yery expert af throwing stones. Their feuds are now kept under, but for-
' merly they wore constantly fighting amongst themselves and with bheir

neighbours on all sides.

 Religion, §c~-The Khongjais believe in two supreme deities of a
. benevelent disposition ; these two, they say, are brothers, and of equal power.
_ They reside in another world, They also believe in numerous evil spirits ;
 these inhabit the high hills and jungles. After death, they say, they
. aseend to the sky ; those amongst them who die from. disease have a safer

- and quicker journey to the better land, than those who die from aceident
ovin warfare. 'The next world, according to their notions, does not, differ

. {rom fhis, saving that its inhabitants fare differently, according to the

L nature of the deaths they die. The theory of a return to this world again,

80 prevalent amongst the Naga tribes, they know nothing of. Their village
priests, sacrifices, &o., do not differ materially from those of the Kow-
pois, : ,
. Festivals, Music, and Musical Instruments, §e.—~The Khongjais, once a
' year, about January, have a large festival, which lasts for ten days or more,
if the supplies of liquor and food hold out. During the whole time of this
 festival, all the villagers, young and old, enjoy themselves in feasting,
. drinking, singing and dancing. The meaning of the festival they have

have had to relinquish the practice of human sacrifices on “
he body remains unburied, only keep it one night. The graveis

e is placed over the grave, and above a bamboo, from which is suspend.

spear, ddo, bow and arrows, and panjis. The spear is about six feet long,



. measure is more lively,
. exceedingly curious to find these two tribes so diff
. and so remote, having a style of singing almost exac
. to these two tribes; none of the others, either Naga or
. thing like it amongst them. The words of the songs they
%o them, and their burdens are various. The dancing of the
 the Kukis generally, presents a remarkable contrast to tha
~ tribes. With the Naga male especially, the dancing is vigorous,
. sists of well-defined steps and leaps. With the Kukis the moti
. monotonous, and with lttle vanation. Tosee a group of .
. dancing for the first time, would convey the irapression that
.| suffering from lumbago; with back bent they move slowly, witl
. motion of the knees downwards every now and again, as if weak i
 locality ; the feet move but little, and the steps, if they can be called
consist of a slow shufiling movement, the body being turned slowly round
~ from side to side alternately ; the hands are clapped with every jerk of the =
¢ 'knees. They dance usually in an irregular circle, if the numbers admit
 ofit. The women dance with the body erect, but with the same jerky
motion of the kuees. They also use the motions of the hands and arms
as the girls of the Kowpoi tribe do; the men also move their arms when
dancing, Their mnsica%) instruments are drums,small gongs, and a bag-

pipe-looking instrument, with the bag-like portion formed ont of & gourd;
this instroment has & mouth pipe and three or four holes for the fingors;
the notes are few and low in tone. The dance is also accompanied by the
by-standers clapping their hands, and by rapping with pieces of wood upon
horns of the methna or wild cow. fi L
Cuitivation, §e,~Their cultivation is entirely jhoom. They have amongst =
~ them a superior variety of rice, the seed of which, they say, was given them
by Raja Chingtong Komba, or Jaee Singh, during his wanderings in the hills
after having been expelled from Manipur by the Burmese. = =
Hunting and. fisking~Since the Khongjais came under Manipur, they
do not form the large hunting . parties that they used to; but those who
possess fire-arms, occasionally shoot pig or deer. They sometimes use small
- uets in fishing, a practice they have apparently picked up from the Mani.
puris; they also poison the hills streams, as the other hill tribes do
Slavery——Tallups.~As a punishment slavery is not uncommon : in this
- case the custom in its details much resembles the slavery of the Manipuris;
. thalis, in a case of theft, say, if the thief cannot make restitution in full,
~ he may be mada a slave of. Sometimes, as amongst the Kowpois, men
- become slaves voluntarily to pay off a debt or otherwise, The system of
. working for their village chiefs closely resembles that in existence in the
- Manipur Valley, but is much less onerous in its nature, e
Sickness.~OF late years, the Khongjais say they have been healthier
than before, and that, should cholera and small-pox spare them, they con.
~ fidently look forward to their numbers increasing in coming years, Of
« diseases amongst them, venereal is said to be unknown. Fevers and rhenma-
tism are prevalent. In spite of their very dirty babits, they have not
much skin diseases amongst them. They, in common with the other hill
tribes, have no knowledge of medicine. g S e
Use of Tobacco and Spivits ~The Khongjais, like all the Kukis, is an
. inyeterate smoker, both sexes from an emrly age smoking to excess. Boys

¢



cars of age; gils later ; they o
st ; the use of the juice,in the manner fox
ngst the Khongjais. The incipient sn
fi as to go throngh the same pangs in ac
more civilized “contreres”’ The spirits used, re
wing tribe. They speak with much relish of a peculiar
? which, after having been steeped in a running stream
rindays to take away its deleterious properties, is boiled in water,
quid forming an exciting drink without causing intoxication. =~ =
Trade and Obauﬁatidna;“aég’he~ trade of the Khongjai tribe is very limited,
J Qq‘c»asiandllgr, cloth is brought to the Manipnr Valley and exchanged
iron, salt, &c. Some of the more enterprising amongst them occasionally
> iron from the Manipur Valley, and sell or barter it for pebbles, guns,
 cloth, with the Lushai or Kamhow tribe. The women weave common
oths, and the men work in ivon, making their own spear, and arrow heads,

Grme.»—k—'l‘heftié common ?u‘ﬁdngst them, and is punished by fine, oy

‘unable to meet this, by slavery. : ‘ G
The Kom Tribe of Kukis—The only remaining Kuki tribe of importance
is that called Kom, The following are the sub-divisions of this taibe ==
rup, “P‘m:um.“ Quoireng. . Mundung. ‘
i hirw, Atwol, Karam. Laikot. ;
" Origin of the Kom Tribe~The Kom tribe originally, it is said,
. belonged to the hills lying south of the Manipur Valley. During the

reign of Gambhir Singh, some 40 years ago, they suffered so much from G

_ the oppressions of the Khongjai and Lushai tribes, that they left their

 country in a body and sought refuge in other parts of the hills belonging

to Manipur. They are mow scattered about the bills near the Manipur o

. Valley, and, like the Khongjais, have no fixed villages. - ‘

. Numbers, §e~The Kom fribe numbers at present about 2,000;
. they ave said to be decreasing, which is attributed to increased sickuess

amongst them,and to their not having any remedies to combat the increase.

. Facial amd otfer characteristics, dress, ornaments, §e~—Facially; the

. Koms do mot differ appreciably in appearance from the Khongjais, and, as
. amongeb them, tall men are seen as with the Koms, although they are
. usually of a medium height. They are well built in person, but more
~ slender than the Khongjais as a rule, though some of them are squat and
 very muscular. The men wear a small breech cloth fastened like a dhotie;
. they also have a sheet; and they all, with one exception (the Chiru), wear

* the pugri wound round the temples and back of the head, leaving the

_erown of the head bare. The hair is combed back, as with the Khongjais.

~ They have no hair on their faces. The ornaments for the men are, for the
 lobes of the ears, the large wheel-like discs of silver. These are worn uni-
~_ versally by the Koms, when they can afford them ; and the larger they ave,
the more is the omament va,h:et{ The holes for these ornaments arve bored:

in the male child’s ears ten days after birth; the holes are first slightly
distended with thread, then raw cotton, then pieces of bamboo in a ring-
like form, which gradually distends the ear. To get the lobe sufficiently

 distended to admit the largest sized dises, measuring about one and a half ‘

' inches across, is & work occupying years; and many are the instances seen
‘where the work of years has been marred by the mopatience of the would-



‘he-siearer trying to h
 thin piece of ekin wh
(acerving, the ornam W
flange conceals the distended loh L pair o
_contain about seven rupees worth of silver; and
Kom parts frequently with one or both of them, g
better fortune veturns to him. Round the neck, before
men wear strings of red pebble beads; after marria
nd replaced by a thread, on which is wsually fastened r
f a piece of a dog’s jaw, with two or three teeth in it: this
heir, pujahs. A’ small pair of tweezers for extracting
monly worn, The dress of the women consists of a fane
orn by the Manipuris, white, black, or coloured ; 'a white sh
ver the shoulders. 'The hair is parted in the centre an
ither side. There are two ways of dressing it: among yoi
‘the two parted portions are tied somewhattioesely‘wivnto a club
on_either side hanging over and in front of the ears, | |
|, style is more complicated, and is worn by ‘the older w
‘this, the extremity of each knot is wound round with thick blav
" thread about two inches deep ; into this is stuck a bodkin-shaped 'pi
 brass and another of steel: coloured porcupine quills are also thus
. The meaning of the use of these articles they cannot explain,  In th
they only wear small skeins of black thread. Round the neck th
numerous strings of beads, like those of the Kowpoi women.
 upper arm they wear armlets of the metal resembling solder, and
. fingers brass rings. i R
0 Vitlages—The Kom villages reserable, in all respects, those of the Khong-
Jaig; their system of government is also similar. i BT
. Customs ot Birch, Marriage, and Death.-~Five days after the
boy, and three days after that of a girl, a feast is given to the old peo
the village only ; again at the ceremony of ear-boring, which may tak
place at any time, When a marriage is contemplated, the parents send
parties to initiate the consideration of the affair. For a wife, one gong |
least must be given, and for the well off several. About two rupees value in
coin is also given to the bride’s father, The bride is expected to bring wi
her a goodly store of clothing.  On the wedding day, a feast is given by
“hoth families to the villagers generally, after which the couple retir ‘
their own house. Divorce is unknown : adultery is not now punished with =
' death amongst them, but all the male offender’s property is seized, the =
' woman after being severely beaten, is taken back by the hushand.' Adul-
tery is said to be very rare amongst the Koms. The Kom tribe do not
keep their dead, as the Khongjais do, but bury them one day after the
~ death, The body is strapped on a plank and wrapped up in many cloths.
. The burial-ground is outside of the willage, and to the south of 16, The =
- grave i3 dug very deep, and from this a vault runs, into which the body is =
placed, the entrance being carefully closed with planks: dishes and weapons
are buried with the body. The hair of any one killed by the deceaged,
. with heads of dogs, pigs, &c., killed during the feasting after a death, are
suspended over the grave. The Koms have never at any time resorted to = -
human sacrifices on these oceasions, , Gl el R
. drms, mode of fighting, §¢~The arms of the Koms are the spear
bow and arrows, and panjis. The spear is a long beavy weapon, like that
in use amongst (he Tonkhuls, and is thrust, and not thrown in

Ulobdl A ‘pair of




heavy, and the arrow he:

. Their style of fighting
f those they may slay are always ¢ ;
en Ve ) stence now among the Koms, although
y were at constant warfare with the Khongjais and Kowpois.
&e.~The Koms believe in. one su(s)reme deity, who resides
“i8 of a benevolent disposition : this deity has one wife. Devils

they go to a country situated to the south, where they live their lives over
birds and insects. Should any one die on a day corresponding with
 birth, say on a Monday (for they only count by days, not months
eats), they are not born again into this world, This dying once is
ted{-i;y.,t em. Their village priests, festivals, sacrifices, and supersti- |
ns, closely resemble those of the Kowpois. | g !
< Songs, Dances, §¢,~The part style of singing is not practised by the
, althongh men and women sing together: singing is, however,
relegated to the women, Their favourite songs are duets, in which
women sing alternate verses. The music of these duets is pleasing,
very suggestive of some kinds of Irish airs. Their musica}) instru~
_wments are similar to those of the Kowpois. Their songs are but imper-
~feetly understood by them. - ' R e
. Cultivation.—The only cultivation carried on by them is by jhooming,
. and they change about as the Khongjais do. B e
. Hunting, fishing.~—~They do mot use dogs in their hunting expeditions,

isoned arrow.  Fish are caught by poisoning the streams. ~

Slavery, Sickness, use of Tobacco, Trade, Crime.—Slavery exists amongst
 them, but on a limited scale. Sickness.—Small-pox, cholera, venereal dis.
eases, exist, but are said to be uncommon ; they have no treatment. Tobacco

punished by the infliction of fine,
L\ The Chirw Kukis.—~There are some 1
' the Chira branch of the Kom tribe from the other. The men wear their
~ hair eut like the Kowpois. The women also dress like the Kowpois, and
. wear their hair in a similar manner. Their language also slightly differs
- from that of the other Koms, Altogether they appear to form a connecting
. hink between the southern tribes and the Kowpois. « They wear the silver
. ear ornament as the other Koms do. :
. Anal Namfow Kukis—The whole of the people in a large tract in the
- south-east have received the name of Anal Namfow, from the two largest
. villages amongst them. These peoe:le say they came from a position south
. of their present one, and they celebrate in their songs the beauties of the
. Jand of their origin. In personal appearance they are much like the
* Khongjais, with whom, though they are at deadly feud, they appear to
have an affinity. 'The Anals, in more immediate connecfion with Manipur,
. bave been corrnpted so far as to have given up many of their former cus-
~ toms. They have now no longer amongst them hereditary chiefs, but the
~ villages in the interior retain their old habits and hereditary heads. Their
. houses are made like those of the Khongjais, and in their social usages

s, they believe, reside in the high ranges of hills. After death

nd die, and are born into the world for five times; after this they

ot numbers of them unite to drive the game, which is killed with the

is emoked and chewed ; they make no use of the juice. Trade is very
limited; the women make cloth of various kinds, and the men work in
_dron obtained from Manipur. Crime.~Theft is not uncommon, and is

mportant differences distingui‘shix;g*‘



§ ‘giving according to their means, and the poorer according to thei

Cthere 3¢ but little difference. From its birth e
« Moté,” and every female one Kinu.” Their ears
. festival for this purpose, and a distinguishing name
. or “Kinu;? but for this there does not appear to be a
{icularity as to the name to be given. Their marriages
in the same way as those of the Khongjais. ~Afler the fi
. their daughter,1f the parents consent and drink of the wine |
_ young man goes to the girl's father’s house as accepted hush:
. this, the young man, four different times, feasts the bride 5o
fourth feast they settle what is to be given finally for the gi

. Tess, however, than a pig and a piece of iron, one cubit long. The want o o
' eyebrows and eyelashes amongst this people is admired, and the L

. men, to render themselves attractive, carefully extract them. =~
" Hill-men belonging to the Loi Population~Of the mixed trib
. men iuhabiting the valley, and who have partisily adopted Manipur

 habits, and become  Lois,” there is little to be said. ~They numberin all
‘about one thousand individuals, and their ranks are constantly receiving
| small accessions from individual hill-men, From intermarriage amongst
themselves, they speedily lose the distinctive facial characters of the races
from which they have originated, and become in every respect impossible to
distinguish from the ordinary Manipuri, whose dress they adopt. They
rotain their own language, however, amongst themselves, and their customs
become @ mixture of those practised by hill-men and by the Manipuris,

Mhey are the most hard-working part of the Manipur population. 0
In January and February 1872, during the expedition “against the
Lushais, some 649 captives were rescued, and 2,112 refugees came to seek
the maharaja’s protection and setitle in Manipur. As to the captives ves-
cued, they are all Khongjai Kukis and subjects of Manipur; they were
from time to time carried into captivity some years ago from Nungthur
Hills, and the villages in the viciniby of Chibu, by the Lushais. They
escaped from Lenkum and Poiboy’s morthern willages, and joined the
Manipur camp; whilst the contingent which assisted the Lushai expedition
was encamped at Chibu. ~ As for the refugees, out of the 2,112, including

men, women, and children, 878 are of the Sooti tribe, who had taken
refuge with the Tushais at a time of scarcity, 967 Pytais, vassals of the
Tushais from Poiboy’s villages, 110 Soomties, vassals of Kamhow’s tribe of =
Suties, and 612 Lushais from Bomhung’s villages, whieh were destroyed
by Kamhow?s force. ‘ L ‘ ‘ W
" The whole of the above have been settled by the maharaja in the
Thangching xange of hills and valley south-west of Moirang, have had
lands allotted to them, and arrangements have been made for their future
safety and proteotion. They have also been provided with food until they
yaise crop for themselves. _ . i e
As regards emigration from this territory, some months ago a large =
. exodus of Khongjai Nagas took place from the ~neighbourhood of Kam-
how’s tribe. The flight of these, about a thousand men, women, and
childron, is to seek protection in Burma against threats which have ‘been.
held out to them by Kamhow’s people, who promise to revenge themselyes
 against Manipur for capturing a chief named Kokatung and some of hiy
. followers in March 1872. This flight is nothing new; it j viodical
_ oceurs, whenever they are thus threatened. 'They will return in fir
. and resume their old quarters. The Manipur Government is also sirengt




When these arrangements are com-

: be no emigreitioﬁ “ei\th‘éx into o ﬁ'om | o
nd classes of men amongst the Meithei or Mani-

The dif¥ :

proj ¢ in the valley, having alrcady been described, it is now
e (rggqseg, some idea of their origin, physical characteristics, personal
 habits, & S W i I

. Origin of the Manipwris~The origin of the Manipuris is obscure, and
 the written records having mostly been eomposed since they became Hin-

- dus, are not worthy of much credit. From the most credible traditions the

~ valley appears originally to have been oceupied by several tribes, the prinei-

* pal of which were named Khumul, Luang, Moirang, and Meithei, all of

. whom came from different directions. For a time the Khumul appears to
_ have been the most powerful, and after its declension the Moirang tribe.

But by degrees the Meitheis subdued the whole, and the name Meithei has
~ become applicable to all. . Their claim to a Hindu descent has been rejected -

. by some persons who studied the subject with great attention. One officer

formed his oginioul that they are descended from a Tartar eolony from
g’hég: - Another imagines them to be descendants of the surrounding hill
ripes. A i BRI i j ; ) et g J
i "‘Theﬁux;per'and learned classes of the Manipuris do not aceept the above
conclusions as correct, and deny their origin from the hill tribes surrounding
‘the valley. They state that they always belonged to the valley, and have =
- always been a separate race, and Hindus. They account for their origin
thus, and quote gla.habharuta” in support of ‘their statement ;- R
. When the five brothers (‘ Pandabs’) were expelled by Raja Durjyo-
dban from Hastina (Delhi); they, in their wanderings, came to this part of
the country, and one of them, the second brother, named Bhim, married
Hirambi at Kachar, and had a son named Gututh Kuteha, whose descend-
. ants, called Bhimputras, ave still living in Kachar. The third brother, Axjun, .
entered Manipur, and subsequently married Chitravgada; daughter of the
raja of the country, and had a son named Babra Bahaa, who came info

_possession of the gadi. Since the accession of Babra Bahaa, they assert
_ they have been Hindus. They also state that as the appearance of the

- Bhimputras now living in the Kachar District are alike to theirs, they have

1m0 hesitation in drawing the conclusion that they are descended from the

¢ Pandabs.” 7

| Plysical characteristics of the Manipuris.~Although the general facial
. characteristics of the Manipuri are of the Mongolian type, there is a great
divérsit&‘ﬂ of feature amongst them, some of them showing a regularity
approaching the Arian type. Among both men and women the stature is
very various, differing about as much as is found among Europeans. Some
of them are very good-looking and fair. It is not uncommon to meet with
girls with brownish black hair, brown eyes, fair complexions, straight noses,
. and rosy cheeks, The Manipuris are decidedly a muscular race, some of

. the men particularly so; they are generally spare in habit of body, and fat

people are rare. They have good chests and well-formed limbs.

. Personal habits, §e.~In their habits generally, the Manipuris are
 cleanly, and they bathe their bodies frequently, The women have a dis-
- agreeable habit of cleaning their hair with putrid rice water, which,if not
carefully removed (which it usually is) by washing, leaves a very offensive
smell.  Their houses are kept clean, o '

H
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" from Tipperah in 777 A. D,

. deities of the place,

. masticating bits of dried

(o

DOliler Traditions and History.~~The records of
st of chiefs, unaccompanied, however, by any n
 ther than the occasional killing of distinguished 1
through whose fall the Meithei inflaence was increas
account of the Shan kingdom of Pong, considered authe
8hamlong, a brother of the Pon King, in returning to hi
; ., ‘descended into the Manipur Valley a
rang, the chiof village of the tribe of that name. Moirang ap
have been then inde endent, but certainly not prosperous, . ;
. was the tribute Shamlong obtained, that he ordered it to be ¢
and to the présent day Moirang makes a y
as then directed. From Moirang, Shamlong proceeded to
found the Meitheis in the same miserablé condition as the peopl
. rang, and excused their paying tribute, demanding from them
they should dress more decently than they did, and eat pav
fish, a habit 'which appears to have been ‘
 amongst them. At the period before mentioned, the Shan kingd
ifong was one of eonsiderable importance, Tts capital was Mogaung,
it embraced in its limits the 'Who;e countty between Ava and Assam,
and Yunfin, It exacted obedictics from Assam, Kachar and Tipperah,
the Shan chiefs in the Kubo Valley were its tributaries, amlong’s
visit, for nearly 700 years the annals of Manipur record nothing worthy of
notice. During this period, the Meithei supremacy had been established,
- and the Meithei Chief was, in 1474, a person ‘of importance, sufficient to
_permit a Pong King to demand his danghter in marriage. The demand was
acceded to. Previous to this, the Pong King had promised one of his own
~ daughters to the Chief of Khumbat. She was on her way to Khumbat,
when she changed her mind, and, with her fathey’s consent, married an-
other, Considering himself disgraced, the Khumbat Chief vowed revenge,
and found in 1475 an opporfunity of gratifying it by carrying off the

‘ and
After Shamlong’s

Manipuri bride of the Pong King,
Mogaung by the Pong embassadors.
forces of Pong and Manipur,

fortress reduced, and himself obliged to fly,

transferred to Manipur. Afier the red
the Pong King, accompanied Kiyamba,
as his ancestor
he caused a

been made.

~descended for a time from raja to raja,
but sinee the expulsion of the Raja

It would be interesting to know t

at the time of Shamlong’s visit and the amount of land then covered with
water. From the account of his visit, h

two divisions of Moivangs and Meitheis

Shamlong had caused alterations in the
change in the style of building houses.
Naga house appears to have been then abandoned
present one, the ¢ Sung Kaie-poon-Seaba,”

whilst she was being escorted to

This act brought upon him the united
by whom he was immediately attacked, his
The territory he governed was

uction of Khumbat, King Komba,
the Meithei Chief, to Manipur, and

as a residence, and his

and were the insignia of royalty ;

raja.

he physical condition of the valley

owever, it would appear that the

of the valley, the Moirangs to the extreme south, the Meitheis to the north,

the situation of the present capital had

not

ot have done so until many generations after Shamlong’s visit, when the

Meitheis probably after

f A R

These, and a sacred spear,

inhabiting the fuither extremities

manner of dressing,
The Manipuri Chief’s
or long-lived house, to have
This Pong King presented to the raja a golden paundan, a
silver mounted dao, and 'a ““dulai” or litter.

Marjit Singh by the Burmese, they
have never all of them been in the possession of any us :

yeb come in contact, and may =

many encounters succeeded in subduing the Moriangs.




hat Arjun, the prince who visited

{ﬁ,;sﬁam, vand | afterwards pmcee?‘led still
rings, if there is any. credeyice to
_question must have been the 1.0g%a

n might readily be supposed {2 Dbe

e houses mentioned above did not take place as. there stated.
iod, in history they say, several villagers who had seen the hous¢®

universal, The raja’s house was not, changed at that time. Of
_given by the Pong King there is now not a trace, the last of
ining ; the golden paundan and ddo were taken away by
‘f\i\hg“ ﬁ-hen he fled from Manipur in 1850, but the present
roya

raja as insig

. accompan

- Mogaung, is said to have been situated in the Kubo Valley. Js
 Beign of Raja Pakungba.—A raja, by the name of Pakungha, who

~ flourished, it is supposed, about, 300 years ago, is credited with the consolida-
. tion of the Manipur power. In his reign the Kubo Valley was ocoupied.

_ Tradition also assigns to him the introduction of « Lallup,” Hockey, and
 the ‘ga;xie,pf;‘;Ka%gsaﬂnbw. i
 Pumbeibaor G

‘special interest in the history of Manipur. Pambeiba, who appears to have been

. a Naga boy, brought up and adopted by the Raja Churai Romba, shot his
adopted father, it is said, accidentally whilst hunting, and succeeded him.
The following is the acconnt given of Pamheiba by the authorities, who deny

. thathe was of Naga extraction. The father of Pamheiba was, they say, the
Raja Churai Romba himself; the name.of his mother was Nupgtil @’Laibi,
one of the raja’s wives, but not the head wife or rani, The custom af

. that time in Manipur was to kill all male children by any of the  wives

. except the rani. Nuogtil Chaibi concealed the fact of the birth of Pam-
~ heiba, and anxious to save his life, persuaded her father to take charge of
~lim, This he did, and carried off the child to a village named Lai Sang-
. kong, to the extreme west of the valley. When Pamheiba was about four
b {;arq old, ‘the rani heard of his existence, and sent secretly to kill him.
The boy’s grandfather escaped with him to the village of Tangal, in the
hills to the north occupied by the Quireng tribe of Nagas. Time went on,
. and the rani having no family, there arose a difficulty about the succession.
The raja was unaware up to this time of the existence of his son Pam-
_heiba, although he had a suspicion of the fact. He made a declaration
before all his wives that, if any of them should have concealed 2 male child,
. they would be freely forgiven, and the child be made his heir. The mother
~of Pamheiba promised to make enquiries if the raja would swear that no
' harm would befal the child, and on his doing so, she confessed to the ex-
. istence of Pamheiba, The boy was sent for, and acknowledged by the
taja_and people to be the son of Churai Romba. The villagers who shel-
tered the buy were also rewarded. Churai Romba, according to the Manipur
aq;:funt:, was killed by a poisoned arrow in fighting a tribe to the south,
called

- Gharib Newaz, ascended the gadi. Al ;
. Gbarib Newaz succeeded to the vaj when he was twenty-two years of
_age. At this time, according to the Manipuris, Manipur would appear

: ) b BNy iy
of a sea. As, however,  he came

Valley built their’s in the same style, the change in fashion'

iy

of royalty has made exact imitations of them, and they
ying him whenever he leaves his palace.- The Pong capital,

harih Newaz.—Until about the year 1714 there s nothing of

Tusuk, upon which Pamheiba, better known by his Hindoo name of

gmpur authorities state that the chamge in the mode of



state. Their influence
untry wag not ocoupie

{

Ve loen o powerl
ava, and although that
. establispeq a. Burmese Raja .on the throne, w
. matyfof Manipur. To the west, their influence extended
| the Jsouth, as far ag the water-shed flowing scawa 8; and to
' "‘b"}uﬁ,ninetdays’wjpux"ney‘fmm the capital. Another account
~ ¥€waz several times invaded the Burmese dominions, and eached
th _capital. But he made no permanent conquest, and his last expedition,
~ 'nthe year 1749, resulted in a retreat, his safety in which was only ' secured
‘by his giving up his daughter to the Burmese King.” The Manipuris
‘deny that any such retreat took place, and say the princess given in mar-
 riage to the Burmese King was a daughter of a brother of Gha
 for it would appear that he was not the only one who escap
_ under the custom above alluded to of killing the male children
the head wife ; four others were brought forward afterwards. Thi

s custom
. was appropriately abolished by Gharib Newaz, who had himself so nearly
~ fallen a vietim to it. ¢ ! i ‘
- In one of Gharib Newaz’s expeditions to Burmah he was accompanied =
. by biseldest son, Sham Shai, whom he intended seating upon the throne of
Ava., They got no farther than the Ningthi River, about five days from

. Manipur, when information was brought them that Jit Shai, another son of
- Gharib Newaz, had seized the gadi, and determined on the murder of his
father and brother. Shortly after, Jit' Sahai sent a force from Manipur,
- which surprised and murdered Gharib Newaz and his son Sham Sahi, with
@ number of their followers, on the banks of the Ningthi, = =
. The principal event in the reign of Gharib Newaz is the introduction,
or revival, as some have it, of Hinduism, Gharib Newaz reigned for the
long period of forty years, and Manipuris influence in Burmah, &e., is said
to have lasted thronghout his reign. | o e R L
Jit Shai only reigned five years after the murder of his father, when
- he was expelled by his brother, Barut Shai, Jit Shai fled to the Khasia
Hills; nothing further is known of him. Barut Shai died after a reign of |
two yeurs. ~ ‘ i { A
: ({n the death of Barut Shai the succession devolved on Gowru Sham,
the eldest son of the murdered Sham Shai, This Gouru Sham was a
cripple, and it is related that, considering himself from hig infirmity unfit to
be sole ruler, he associated with himself his brother Jai Singh, or Ching-
tung Komba, and that they ruled alternately. This arrangement lasted
~ until Gourn Sham’s death, about 1764, when the sole authority fell to
. Chingtung Komba, who held it up to 1796. ‘ N e
. During the reign of Gharib Newaz, Manipur would seem’to have beenn
at least powerful enough to hold its own against Burmah, Tndeed, accord-
ing to the Manipuris, a large portion of Upper Burmah was in a condition of
vassalage to Manipur, the ruling prince, a Burman, having been actually
placed on the throne of Ava by Gharib Newaz. 8till following the accounts
given by the Manipuris, during Jit Shai’s reign, matters remained in much
the same state, no active hostilities having taken place hetween the two
owers ; although they were unfriendly owing to the murder of Gharib
) ewaz, which caused dissatisfaction to the Burmese King. 1In the reign of
the cripple, Gourn Sham, and Jai Singh, active hostilities commenced, and
after as stout a resistance as the Manipuris could make, they were driven
bagk and the valley occupied by the Burmese; they only remained on this
occasion nine days, the Manipuris rallying and forcing them back. The .
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‘the Manipuris, w!

ch attempt, Almost immediately after

y alone to cope with their now powerful enemy, and baving heard
ing power of th
or that purpo

capital of Kachar, with a view of assisting the Manipuris; but for some
 further to the divection of Manipur, = L ‘ o
_ About a (ﬂ?  after the first invasion of Manipur by the Burmese,
Gonrn Sham . ‘

ied, and Jai Siogh alone occupied the gadi. "

lities were renewed by the Burmese. The Manipuris on this occasion
crossed the Hirok Range of mountain, dividing the Manipur Valley from

of Manipur, the Manipuris feeling their

Britieh, sought their aid, a deputation being
nt to Silh se, offering to pay an annual tribute if desired.
A detachment of the Company’s troops was sent as far a5 Kanpur, the

reason or other, was recalled from that place, without proceeding any

~ About two years had elapsed after the invasion of the country before hosti- |

i Burmah, and gave battle to the Burmese at Tummn, close to the base of the

i hills, Tummu was at this period under Manipur, The result of the fight
- was unfavorable to the Manipuris who had to retreat, the valley being
. again occupied after a series of samguinary fights, all in favor of the

' Burmese, who possessed numbers of fire-arms, which weapons were scarce

L with the Manipuris. After sustaining a defence as long as practicable, Jai

 Singh was forced to fly to Kachar, from whence he made his way to Astam,

. During this occupation of Manipur, the Burmese established a descen-
dant of the former Moirang Rajas on the throne, named Kelemba. This
raja reigned under the protection of Burmah for three years, Jai Singh then

returning from Assam; on his arrival, Kelemba at ouce fled to Burmah,

and Jai Singh resumed his rule,

. After a year’s interval, Kelemba again made an attempt on Manipur, but
_ be was killed on his way by two Manipuris spears-men sent for the purpose,
and who obtained access to the raja by professing to bear a message  from

Jai Singh. The assassing succeeded in making their escape. Sl

Kelemba’s hrothers again, a year after this, invaded Manipur, and forced

_ Jai Bingh again to fly towards Kachar. Following this, there was an

| interyal of anarchy, during which period many princes, Burmese and
= Manipuri, would appear to have alternately held the country. ‘

A Manipurt prince, by name Eeremba, at last succeeded in restoring

. something like order, and kept the gadi for a period of three years,

~ During the third year of Eeremba’s reign, the Burmese again invaded

 Manipur. Feremba would seem to have defeated the Burmese on this

oceasion with great slaughter, killing, 1t is said, no fewer than seven thousand

of them, and forcing the remainder to retreat. On hearing this news, Jai

Singh returned, and Eeremba immediately handed over the raj to him

without objection, , ‘ '

: After only one year of peace, the Burmese again invaded Manipur, Jai
Singh again fled. The same changes of rajas and anarchy now, as be-
fore, prevailed. During this period, in the reign of one Wankai, a great .
fioodt happened in the valley, which was very destructive to life and pro-

rt‘ fi . i

o g&i Singh again retarmed, crossing the hills from Assam; during his

- progress, he was attacked by the hill tribes, but he succeeded in defeating

G ‘.;them‘a‘nd making his way to Manipur.



i period of thirty-four years,

~ Kachar, obtained aid from the raja of that place, whose daug]

~ Jai Singh, shortly

| stant ﬁg’hts,yresi%;edt
and proceeded to Nadiya on a

in 1799, His reign, after the

r he ”fréﬁux:'xied,‘ dﬁpﬁwﬁﬁy
J to bis eldest son, Rabino
ﬂ%‘image; where he di

il o |
eath of Gouru Sham,

Rabino Chandra only held the raj three years, when he
orders of his younger brothe ,]%y a different. mother, whi
a hockey match, This brother, Madu Chandra, who thereu
him, after three years, in his turn; was killed in battle by Ch
another brother. Rabino Chandra’s death is ascribed fo his n
. among the people, who were anxious for a change of yulers,

- Madu Chandra was driven ont by Chourjit Singh, and pro
- married, With the men and arms thus obtained, he immediatel

o Manipur, and fell in a sanguinary engagement, fought at th
 base of the hills, in which the Kachar force was routed after bg
‘two days. L W
{ Chg’mjit Singh did not enjoy his tenure of power for any len ‘
time unmolested, for another brother, named Marjit, commenced intrll\gu feglll )

e
ting

against him. | A series of fights took place, ending in the defeat of
‘who fled to Kachar, , R e
Marjit in his flight took with him a celebrated hockey pony, which the
Kachar Raja’s brother, Gobind Chandra, coveting, attempted to induce
Marjit to part with it. Failing in this, he forcibly seized it an act which
was afterwards to get him into serious trouble, for Marjit never forgave
~ bim, Seeing the hopelessness of expecting any aid under fhe circumstances
. from the Kachar Raja, Marjit betook himself by sea to Rangnn, and there ask-
ed for aid from the Burmese King, to enable him to gain a footing in Mani~
pur. This aid was afforded him, and he succeeded in expelling Chourjit, who
fled to Kachar, , ! S e
About four years after the flight of Chourjit, Marjit determined upon
(invading’ Kachar to revenge himself for the loss of his pony, Gobin
Chandra, who' had taken it, having suceceded his brother as raja. The
force of the Manipuris numbered no fower, according to an old survivor
- of the force, than 10,000 men. Entering the territory of the Kachar
Raja, an engagement was fought at a place called Rangpur, on the right
_ bank of the Barak, and nearly opposite the present station of Kachar, in
- which the Kachar Raja, who had ‘oyn'l?; about 1,000 men well armed with
muskets, had to retreat.” Next day the Manipuris crossed the river, and
sacked and burned the raja’s palace. The raja had meanwhile retreated
to Hilakandy to the south-west. \ , R
Leaving one thousand men to garrison Kachar, which he placed in charge
 of his brother, Chousjit, and putting another and younger brother, Gambiir
Singh, in possession of certain other portions of the district, he, with the
remainder of his force, returned to Manipur. Lt
For a period of three years peace was uninterrupted in Manipur, but
dvring this interval Marjit Singh appears to have meditated throwing off
the yoke of Burmese supremacy at the first opportunity, A change of
kings ocowrring' in Burmal, the new ruler sent a message to Marjit,
~demanding his presence as a feudatory. Marjit, after consulting with his
officers, determined upon refusing to obey, and replied to that effect, The -
result was another invasion of the Burmese in 1819, The Manipuris =
resisted for seven days, but were at last overcome, and Marjit fled to Kachar,

i




sse almost completely devastat
 were extensively destroyed, and |
1 lled with the ground. Gureat nwmbers of
¢ country and ac{'\‘}ght safety in the adjoining districts
, swelling the Manipuri colonies in those districts,
radually forming from the aggregation of the people
ng from the Burmese, e
hay, that country was still in the possession of

TS, 1ji

Raja had attempted to dislodge t ; il

residing on the borders of the Sithet District in the British provinees.

. The Burmese remained meantime in posgession of Manipur. A prince
_of the name of Jagu Singh, a son-in-law of Ghavib Newaz, was made nomi-

‘ l‘l&m’ a.  Jagu %h was afterwards removed, and a brother of Narsing

be af _tjemar‘,ﬁ mentioned) replaced him. The Manipuris do not recog-

' nisge these two as belonging to their list of rulers. The occupation of the

. Burmese and their complete influence over Manipur lasted until the break~

1 ing i(;ﬂj;i’gf the first Burmese war in 1824, ‘ i
e Kad

har, during the interval mentioned above, four Maﬁipuri prinées

. resided there, Chourjit, Marjit, Gambhir Singh and a younger brother,
‘Biswanath Singh. = Chourjit Singh assumed to be raja, and resided at Sunai

t and Gambhir Singh, for, although the Kachar =
dislodge the brothers, he had failed, and was then

Mukh ‘to the south of the district. . Maxjit took up his residence to the = “

o _south-west, in Hilakandi, Gambhir Singh and Biswavath Singh in Kalyne
and Bikrampur, near Badarpur, They shared among them the revenunes of =

_ Kachar, but, did not live long together in harmony, Gambhir Singh demand-
ed from Chourjit an increase of territory. Chourjit refusing, an encounter
. took place, in which Chourjit was defeated. Gambhir Singh immediately
declared himself raja, and Chourjit proceeded to Silhef, where he remained
until the outbreak of the war with Burmah, I
. During the period when his country was oceupied by the Manipur princes,
" the Kachar Raja was supposed to be intriguing with the Burmese for aid in
. expelling them, Whether or not this was the case, in 1823, the Province
. of Kacbar was invaded by the Burmese. Gambhir Singh resisted, and finally
drove them back, Marjit fled to Silhet, one year after, in 1824, War having
been declared between the British and the Burmese, they (the Burmese)
 teturned in greatly increased numbers, invading simultaneously Kachar and
‘Asgam, ‘ : ‘
.. In theinterval between 1828 and 1824, Gambhir Singh implored British
 aid against the Burmese. On the invasion of Kachar for the second time, this
. was afforded him, and a force of sepoys and artillery sent towards Kachar,
.~ 'The:Burmese had meantime fortified themselves on a low range of
. hills about five miles west of Silchar ; they numbered about ten thousand
strong, but were destitute of artillery. Here the combined British and
. Manipur force attacked them. By the aid of the artillery the Burmese
_ were speedily dislodged, and beat a retreat towards Maunipur., The Burmese
~ met with great losses during this retreat, as they were harassed in every
way by the Manipuris, and the inhabitants of the hills through which they .
were forced to pass lost no opportunity of cutting off the wounded and .
stragglers, ‘
- Before the above action took place, five hundred Manipuris were fur-.
- nished with muskets by the British; these muskets were allowed to be
. retained, and the five hubdred men thus raised formed the nucleus of the

. Manipur Levy.




{jer the expulsion of the Burmese from Kacha
ealled together the three brothers, Chourjit, Marjit, a
jﬁ"opdsed making the following arrangements for rc
Manipur. ' Chourjit, they Sropcsg@,, should ba raja, wit
~ or suceessor, and Gambhir Singh to e senaputi, or general-
| jit and Marjit, however, on account of age, it is said, decline
Gambhir Singh was accordingly made raja. Nar Singh,a g

' Raja Gharib Newaz, and a man of considerable ability, was m

. The Burmese, after their retreat from Kachar, remained in

| the Manipur Valley. At this time a large British force had a
- Kachar with a view of enteting Manipur and invading Burmah,
. met with so many difficulties on account of the jungly_and‘ sv‘m}mgy

_ of the country, that they got no further than ‘the Jiri River, Tl
" numbers of camels with them, the most unsuitable of all baggage animals
. for a ewampy and jungly country ; these died in large numbers, and b
| after great losses, from sickness, the force returned, never havin N
entered the Manipur Hills. - ‘This foree, it is said, numbered abou
thousand men, e
' On the departure of the above force, which was withdrawn altogether
_ from the provinee, the British authorities communicated with Gambhir -
' Singh, who expressed his willingness to advance into Manipur with the fige
" hundred men who now constituted the Manipur Levy. Accompanied by
~ the late Captain Pemberton, the force with Gambhir Singh marched for
Manipur unopposed as far ag the valley, The Burmese were found to have
enfrenched themselves on a low hill above’the Ningail, Salt-well village,
but were easily dislodged. ‘ i e L o
The Burmese were about one thousand strong, and it is said their "
was about thres hundred men, with but few ecasvalties in the Manipur side.
The Burmese, after this engagement, at once evacuated the Manipur Valley
and made for Burmah, not being followed up by the Maniparis, = = =~
~ After the discomfiture and retreat of the Burmese, and their evacuation
of the valley, Gambhir Singh visited Silhet at the request of Mr. Seott,
the Governor General’s Agent; one thousand and five hundred more mus-
kets were supplied by him to the raja, who arranged to raise the requisite
number of men. The men were assembled at Bauskandi, and thus the
Manipur Levy was finally constituted and two European officers, Capt M
Grant and Captain Pemberton, appointed toit. =~ = G
The population of the valley had been so much reduced during the
Burmeée occupation that when Gambhir Singh established himself, the adult
male population is said not to have exceeded three thousand, with a scanty
proportion of women and children, SRt
When Raja Gambhir Singh marched to dislodge the Burmese from
Manipur, an arrangermjent was made by the British Government for the
restoration to his country of the Kachar Raja, who, it will be remembered, .
bad been dispossessed of his rights by the three brothers, Chourjit, Marjit,
and Gambhir Singh, and had taken refuge in Silhet. A small portion of -
the district, however, near Banskandi, named Chandrapur, was reserved
for Gambhir Singh. This small estate had been in the possession of the
' Manipur Rajas from the time of Chingtung Komba or Jai Singh. When'
the district was annexed by the British, this portion wis also absorbed, but
‘as compensation, the Manipur frontier was advanced in 1834, from the
summit of the Kala Naga range of hills to the Jiri River, the presen
- boundary. o g




wete thus dispo
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allowance :
nath, the remaining
wance : ho also died in 8il
lifetinae of the recipients.
g to Manipur with the Earope:
rrangements Were at once made for inva
Kubo Valley, the Burmese war still continuin
specially at Tummu, which they ha
entually overpowered, dnd had to re-
they were not further pursned. Tl
d in possession of the Kubo Valley until 1834, when,
ot ded at the request of the Burmese Government,
were directed to evacuate the Kubo Valley, receiving in .
on sicca rupees (500) five hundred monthly from the British

on of the Burmese war by the treaty of Gendaho
clared independent, and in 1835 a political agent

h in 1834, Gambhir Singh was occupied in settling the
Iy, fugitive Muanipuris to rcturn, and generally regaining
extending Manipur influence over the surrounding hill tribes. At his
, the %opﬁl%ian:@f _the valley had increased, it is eaid, to about forty .
and, The Manipur Levy was, during this period, still kept up and paid
ritish Government, and two Buropean officers etill attached to it.
the death of Gambhir 8iugh, Nar Singh, who had heen senaputi,
himself to be the most powerful man in Manipur, He might easily
t aside the infant son of Gambbir Singh, and have assumed the
imself, but with a moderation not shown by any of his predecessors, =
ed the infant to the gadi, declaring bimself regent during the
Nar Singh conducted the duties voluntarily imposed on himself
ility and firmness, and preserved the gadi for the infant rajo
against the attempts of various princes to wrest it from bim. But the
moxe the regent evinced his fitness to rule, the more was he Lated by the
young raja’s wother, who looked on him as an obstacle to her ambition,
_ which ought to be removed. Accordingly, in concert with her favourites,
nned a conspiracy to murder the regent, which was, in Janmary
ttemipted to be carried into effect. The regent was set upon ab
ning worship, and narrowly escaped with his life after having been
wounded. Some of the conspirators were apprehended, and the
ring the eonsequences of the miscarriage of her plot, fled from the
taking her young son, the raja, with her. This fhight was con-
g n abdication, and the gadi was taken possession of by Nar Singh,
 who governed the country until his death in 1850. The infant son of
~ Gambhir Singh was only one year old at the time of his (Gambhir Singh’s)
~ death, and ‘ne regency of Nar Singh. ! ;

' Aithough I believe the above account of thﬂ.\plo“b against Nar Singh
_to be in all probability the correct one, the Manipuri version of the story
is herein given. They say that the plot to murder Nar Singh was entively
_concocted by a prince named Nobin Singh, o great great-grandson of
\ (harib Newaz; this Nobin Singh wvas the individual who struck down




Singh, snspecting, or profe
§ hég atwnf;t { (‘n{g hisrllifé,fflid
althongh the British Government -
angement, it was allowed to pass,
. Duving the regency of Nar Singh numerpus.
‘upset the government, The first oeeurred in 1888
Komba, eldest son of a former Raja, Rabino Chat
hree hundred followers from Kachar. Th
of Nar Singh’s onenteving the valley of Mani)
‘sued, Tarving Komba, and his brother, with m
jupdred were faken prisoners, the remainde
released after being detained one year. Wi
following attempts at securing the raj
named Jogendra Singh, tried to invade the country
‘were both killed in the hills on their way to the val
Chourjit Singh hlso made an attempt; they manage
aja’s enclosure at might, but in the fight

fessing to
ot hesi

both were killed. | W , ‘
. After Nar Singh had declared himself raja, nother att
Jong before his death, by one Melai Romba and his oth
aja Churai Romba ; they invaded the valley f

nent which took place in the » Hey,

himself taken prisoner; he wa
flung into the river, This
Ml

that th
( he position of the political agent anything 1
ever, he was nover interfered with, although sometimes
situated, as when, in the progress of one of the skirmishe
ming from the raja’s enclosure, strack his house. '

On the rani reaching Kachar, as before mentioned, sh
under  British protection, and had a small gnard of sepoy
security. An allowance of rupees one hindred a mont}
from the Kubo compensation money for her and the young: raj
Daring a stay of five years in Kachar, she made many applica

ernment to regain the gadi for the raja; bub these were n
Nar Singh having become raja. * She then progeeded to Assan
. of ¢onsulting with Captain Jenking, the Commissioner,

* Tyiblabunjit and Ramw Singh.
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the flight of Nar Sin Ws sons to Kachat, the
the officials in Kachar, and a guard was
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ation of his raj, but before he had time to xecei
ntrived to elude his guards, and was in full march for
‘accompanied by Nar Singh’s three sons, and about one hundred
ys,  Halting at the Jiri River, where he was joined by more reeruits,
'he sent a letter to the political agent, intimating his intentions of coming
‘on to Manipur. He mot with but little opposition on the way, and reached
he valley safely. After another trifling skirmish, he established himself in
otmer residence of the raja’s, situated three miles south of the eapital, -
mmanding the most fertile part ‘of the valley. During five days
tters remained quiet, Many of the followers of Debendra Singh deserted -
‘and wenb over the young 1aja, whose advent was apparently approved -
ajority of the people. After this period Debendra Singh’s pros-.
becsme hopeless, and he was forced to fly after having been attacked
» troops, who had up to this time adhered to his cause. Debendra

agen

| Yesy

4y

gh made his way with his family to Kachar, where he remained, making,
yubt, prggamﬁibns for thte"attempts he afterwards made to recover, the

: cepti

db‘ﬁEd

It would appear, both from the opinions of the then political agent’
d the present statements of the Manipuris, that Debendra Singh was not
popular, and that, when a son of Gambhir Singh appeared on the seene, the
prestige of his being the only male descendant of the raja, who had freed
the cotntry from the hated Burmese, told immensely in bis favor, The fact
! Chandra Kirti Siogh baving been accompanied in his expedition by Nar
Singh’s sons had also a favorable effect, as tending to unite the two great
o .fae%?‘q‘ns‘gf tlge;ycountrywthe supporters of Gambhir Singh’s family and that
. DebendraSingh baving fled after only occupying the gadifor three months, .
Chandra Kirti Siogh assumed the raj, naming as jubraj, ‘or guccessor, the
- eldest gon of Nar Singh, another son fo be senaputi. The attitude of the
political agent at this period was of simple expectancy, and, with the ex-
on that the Kubo gompensation money was withheld, nothing was
He stated as his opinion that the above arrangement witk Nar

’s sons was not likely to continue, and feared that from his ignorance




notith his fhight from
ents being dispersed by the. rdja’s troops ‘
 Manipur,  Another atterapt was made after this, bui
ment sepoys, who followed up and dispersed the raiders, =
. After the last raid, Debendra Singh was seized by the Ka
and conveyed first to Silhet, and afterwards to Dakun, whe
. Noverdher 1871.  He wus supported by an allowance from the
pensation money of rupees s:even’%%‘a manth
. In the meantime, matters in Manipnr were gol

3 be!

nd great oppression was cansed by the reckl
~unchecked appavently by the raja.  These unserupul
 suceess of Debendra Singh's plans for regaining the raj, only
. enriching themselves at the expense of the unfortunate inhabifa
| this time had become so dissatisfied with the rule of Chandra
~ that the majority of thers would have gladly weleomed back De
- who would doubtless have succeeded in resching the wvalle
attempt, had he not been attacked and routed by the British
. Not coutent with oppressing the people, the attitude of
~ his advisers was at this period one of decided hostility to
. who was accused unjustly, it need searcely be sai
" Kubo compengation allowance, which the raja and
clamoured for, and which was withheld until nt cov
he raja was able to hold his own. 8o insolent |
hey had been assured thab the political agen

allowance, was only {a,fqting ‘u‘ﬁ to the orders mient, th
openly gave out that, if they did not veeeive the allowance when thy
staiment become due, they would re-cecupy the Kubo Valley. « The

‘the conduct of the Manipnr Government at this time is characteri:
the political agent as being “unbecoming from the eourt of the son 0
man who owed his throne to the DBritish Government.” The po
gent, weiting to Government at this period, states: “I have
some petty acts of aunoysuce indicating a bad spirit in the auf
. “who (at least many of them) seem to think that the presenc
- % yepresentative of the British Government ought to be no check o
 “that they by their prowess gained the throne for the young raja n

- #of the British Government, and now they have got it they
' exactly as they choose. I trust, however, as thoy cool down,

' ©upderstand their position. The young raja, I beheve, does.”
 October 18560, the political agent fears that the continued uns

)




etory lansmon of ﬁh
- eﬁt.@f i

\ pl{' !
anﬁ remmde i at hm stm;e X14

idl bly; the raja evxdently being:
! r hng wrth a g'reater regau"f

Mernmentgrmogmzmg the succmmon |
Manipur were conveyed to *him, and
rioe of stability was given by Government,
antee the raj to him and his deeeendamta :
i necessaw, any attempt bv rwal chiefs

ve cogmtwn other rmds on \iampmﬁ
r a8 follows s
‘h s and Nar Singh’s sons made an attempt, 1
. ensued, Debendra Singh’s eldest son was killed
‘Nar Sin ken pnsoners ; these were afterwards forgiven
nde oﬁicmlw they are still alive in Manipur., One year after ‘th
above; two sons of Madu Chandra and one of Marjit Singh's named Kanai
\Smgh made an attempt. Madu Chandra’s two sons were eaptured, and
ﬂm‘war&s died in Mampur Kanai Smgh escaped, and has since made other

Wthe time of the outbreak of the Indian mutiny of 1857 no othe; L
k place. At the latter end of 1857, or beginning of 1858, the
ey stationed in Chittagong mutinied and made for Kachar ; they were.
met, and defeated at Latu on the borders of the Silhet and Kauhar Districts

; : “detachment of the Silhet Light Infantry, now the 44th Native In:
fantry ; they afterwards continued on their way east, in the direction of the
¢« Mam _ir‘ﬁ:onmer The political agent, on hearing of the Chittagong =
e mﬂﬁmy, asked the raja to send a body of his troops to the frontier to pre-

: , the mutineers Lntemng the ecountry : this was at once done, and f'our b
dred men under two majors de~patched These troops did good service,
ured a nurmber of the mutineers, who were given up to the British
1t is supposed that nearly, if not, all the mutineers were killed,
eaptured, or perished miserably in the jungles of the Manipur and Kuki
o Hil Dumrg the whole of the period of the mutiny, the political agent
his reports to Government, states that the conduct and feelings of the
nd ' the mamrxty of the officials and inhabitants werg at that time.
nd the raja’s offers of assistance to the British Government in case
: cere. Advantage was taken of the arrival of the mutineers. by

bme of the Mampxm chiefs in Kachar, and several joined them with a view
~of getting their aid in overthrowing the Manipur Government, Amoug =

them wa endro,pt ot Chai Ahum (** Chai Ahum,” three ;eara, 806
i  supposed to have been three years in his mother’s womb)
mw} or son of Chourjit Singh’s ; he was made prisorer and handed OVer] ‘

: mf’m oﬂleers ; he was eventunlly tmnsported i




ng ypak su
Cincluding a guard of fifty men of &
by - an European officer, and attached to the
time, and got inside the raja’s enclosure at nig
nd his party were easily overcome by the Mamip
wonnded and taken prisoner. The sepoys were not
Mypak died in Manipur some two or three years afterwa
his descendants and followers ave still alive in the valley.
Towards the end of 186Gk or beginning of 1865, K
cond attempt, accompanied by about two hundred follow,
as far ag the Jin River, where he was ‘overtaken by a party
Native Infantry and police, who completely defeated and
iders; Kanai Singh making his escape. = e
| In Doeember 1866 the last of these raids t
a younger gon of Debendra Singh, who had  n
to Daka, With about one hundred followers, he man
valley unmolested, though closely followed up by a party
police from Kachar, The Maniparie sent out a party fo

B

m
a5 the news came in ; this party came up with the raiders unde
he west, about ten miles from the capital. It being near
they came in contact, little was done, and the 8
entrench themselves, proposing to attack the raiders i
the meantime, unknown to the Manipuri force, the s
ere approaching, their advance ving been obs .
nd his adherents fled. The British force com
) rce of entrenched Manipuris, and suppost
e attacked them. The Manipuris on their
the 1mpres night being dark, that they in their turn,
attacked by Gokul Singhand his men, and defended themselye
v on both sides was kept up all pight, and in the morning
nee discovered, In the meantime, Gokul Singh and hi
got clear off. In this unfortunate affair several men were w
either side: one man, a sepoy of the British force, afterwards died. ; 1
Singh eluded pursuit until 1868, when he was apprehended by the police
in Kuch Behar; he was afterwards tried in Kachar and sentenced to ven |
_years’ imprisonment. B b el M
''he number of Manipuri princes now resident in the Bri
‘on Manipur, are fo
Singh’s, nam

who ate_influential enough to make raids on M
Singh died lnst year, and his nephow, a son of Nar




 also at Hazaribag

l‘ﬁet)eﬁamxs h,is

ey being constantly at feud amongst themselves s
he inhabitant of the valley ‘had to meet the hill-me

pear, bow and arrow, &c. Amongst the whole
riod the Tonkhuls and Luhupas were the most Yy
o raids into the valley itself, but, like all ill-men, afraid
he shelter of their hills for any distance, and easil beaten back
ny cavalry of the state. Communication with the west at this
scarcely any existence, and only large axmed bodies of men could
‘any safety from the Manipur Valley towards Kachar, The K
1rrings were then, as now, the most under control ; during the iny.
the Burmese, the hill-men on the line of road invariably flad, ar
hie Burmese operations involved the subjection of the hi
their lines. of route. The wholo of the Ml tribes v

e Burmese, and although no organized attempt at resists
'march was ever made by them, they lost no opportunit
them and eutting off stragglers, © After the defeat o
| Kachar, on their retreat they lost a ‘number of

on ‘as the country became somewhat settled after
Gambhir Singh tumed his attention to the subj
. He, by the aid of the firc-arms now in hi
ed the major portion of them to subjugation.
educed  the Kowpois completely, and brought the
upas, and Angami Nagas into fair order. Duwing thi
oubtedly found necessary fo resort  occasionally  fo
it may be supposed that the Manipuris, s
had suffered from the hands of the fribes, 1

weapons; bub this excessive punishment has long ago
uring the time of Raja Gambhur Singh, two British officers, the
ins Jenking and Pemberton, accompamed by some one thousand
poys, crossed the hills between the Manipur and Assam valleys;

ith muech opposition froin the warlike tribe of Angamis.
“of the hill tribes on the valley of Manipur have long ago

h it would pot be profitable to detail every little ra
t has taken place of late years, some particulars wif
he Lughai tribe of Kukis may be found of interest,




oted great damage on them; afte
me was to establish a post at the point wh
ey, Ahout three years after the above ocut
idong or Nungdang (the same village as destroy
ctober 1868, and in which they awaited the attack
against them), was cut up, but it was never clearly as
the outrage was committed by Khongjais or Lushais, A
. of about two years, during the incumbency of the present
 Kirti Bingh, the thand of Kala Naga, containing only ten
 time, was suddenly attacked, the sepoys making good their escap
five hundred Lushais were engaged in this expedition, and th
< surronnding  villages were destroyed. The Lushais after
© but returned in thvee months and committed great ravages

¢ one m nted 3 ;

0

| the Kala Naga range of hills, the few sepoys in the th
' ot been strengthened, again retreating. Three hundred
. despatohed from Mavipur on this occasion, but they
. that the Lushais had gone. The Kala Naga post was
 three hundred men being posted init. Shortly after this
. returned for the third time, and burned a village close to the thi
. unaware of the reinforcement that had been thrown int
' Manipuris having concealed themselves, a party of them
. the Manipuris, rushing from their concealment, capture
. hefore they could offer any resistance, the rest escapin

. were brought into Manipur, where they were defained
‘” er which nine of them succeeded in escapin

1 killed by Khoogjai Kukis while trying ¢
their own country,  After this negociations were o)
Vonolail, and the surviving prisoner, who was a rel:
d on the chief’s piving a promise not to molest Manipwr
ture. This promise the Lushais faithfully kept until ‘
again broke out and made raids on Mukti, Nungdang,
 and burned Kala Nuga stockade, . | o . 0 T

rear the British Government sent an expeditionary

Lushai country, and punished the tribes that committed raids in the =
r District. . The Manipur Government at the instance of the Govern- .
f India also seut a force of two thousand  sepoys nnder tw,

. with & view to co-operate with the Kachar column. They we
- at Chibu, in order to restrain Kamhow's tribe ‘and guard
o fl‘?mﬁim'-;_ﬂ#'fh"“gfb they ware not employed in any active servie




ng’ and is of a mild &
out twenty years, na‘ d J
man, like hig fht’ler, is | ible 2
eight song and uine dag, hters. "
~chief, is a son of Chourjit %ngh 5,
ﬂhﬁ!‘aﬁ& s mother, Rani Kumulin, 1
s was the Jady wlw tled with her so
n the life of Nar Smgh regenh Wag uns !
of British influence in (the affairs of M
‘ to, it may be well hero to.give a
and the benefits it has conferred on the country
the first Bucmese war, or rather shortly before
d of the Manipuris. During the weign of Jai
'(,hmgtmng Khomba, negotiations were entered into with the
about 1762, with a view to obtain its assisiance’ agam
bt ,nmthmg was, effected. | There is no kncvs!edge among
. day of any actual treaty, as men
Lot %avmgr been concluded.  The events I

age 1),
{: esn g'weu to Manipur in 1834, wmh lta natm

 narrated.
; bllowmg- ﬁxea,ty was ooncluded w1th Gambh‘xr Smgh
ja has no copy, and never scems to have possessed o
or Genera.l aud Supmmu Counetl of Hmdushan de Jar

‘ *ard to the two mnges of hills, | Bshiont called ishe ha ;
he other ealled Nungjai range, which are situated hetween
d western bends of the Barak, we will giva up all ¢l
the Hon' ble Company thereunto, and we will make th
he possession ‘of the raja, and give him the line of the
vestern. bend of the Barak as a boundmy, pmvxded ;

The. raja will, agrembly to mshruetlons reoe:ved thhoub delay,
vﬂmnﬁ f‘rom Qhandxapur, a.nd ebtahhsh it on the eustern ba .nk .

he raja w;ﬂ in no way obst;mot ihe fraﬁe mn'led on bétw} :
ntues by lieuga]ee or,Manipuri merchants. He will not exa
‘ will ma.ke L nopolv of no artxdes o" memhantir




oth the raja an
b Wy ily take place,
British Government, will (arnish a
onof she rosds w0 e
hi-In the event of war with the B
“ Manipur either to protect the country or to advance bevo
« the vaja, ab the requisition of the British Government, w
orters to assist in transporting ammunition and
halatel, el i i A
7,#%4475 In the event of anything happening on
% the British territories, the raja will, when require
¢ (Government with a portion of his troops. g
8k ~The raja will be snswerable for all the amm
from the British Government, and will, for the informat;

he

* Government, give in every month a statement
Buitish officer attached to the Levy.” il

Il the provisions of the above tma&ty,’. With ‘the

i

At A e b i) e e
The only other arvangement carried out between
_pur Governmente in the form of a treaty relates to th
Kubo Valley to the Burmese, and the payment of th
in leu. This arrangement bears date 25th Janua
, should the Kubo Valley from any ecircum
i shall cense. H&t'
b support in pay was withdr
e, Manipar Levy, and the British Gover
1 agency. 'The objects of the establishment of
i

ene i the
6, as already stated, to preserve o friendly intercourse w
ernment, and, as occasion ‘may require, with the Burme
ontier, and more especially to prevent border feuds
might lead to hostilities between the Manipuris and
ere the original duties of the political agent. It
ring aboub the general peace that now prevails on the |
t any velaxation in the endeavours to keep the tribes on t
uld be followed by infractions of the peace, stich as we
st

g

equent, and which might lead to hostiliti
“Haying given a brief history of Man
proposed to give some account of the Ma
toms, &e.  This, it is hoped, will be int;

,"0:"




ct that, after t}m dea;th uf Babrubaha,
onotheistic form; in fact, they became Bmhmmsts orm»rs IP o1
. This form, they say, continted until the : relgh of Charairo
LD 1715451990, whén Hindsisin began again to be professed
3 this eontinued until the ‘advent of Rma Gharib Ne Wi bout
, when all, or nearly all, reverted to their original fai hich
sinee xmntmuad The real history of the conversion of thi
vism appears to be as follows : During the reign of G
o fakir arrived in Manipur ; he professed to ha
\ e former existence of the Hmdu religion, an el
nd the people, and admitted them into the Kshatria caste.  Acaor n
nipuris thm fakir had a mysterious call to pmceed to Manipnr
he backsliding Hindas into their former faith. =~ Sine
1 Hindus, but even at this da'e they are very ignovant of th
ofess. The ‘present raja, who is a religious ‘man, and devotes
@ in its pursuits, scoms to aim af mtmrlucmg Hindu obs
B their entirety, and, duving the last few years, greate
been paid to the various festivals, as the Doorga Poojah, &y
- ¢ Baishnabs" or the followers of Vlshuu. Thén, ig
, "’ in this country. ¢ e
i [ahammadans of this ammtry are also very 1gtmmnt of their eli
rm and there is but one sect: amongst them, mz., Suum ‘No Clmﬂtmn
¢ 18 in existence here. !
rahmang of this country are Welh‘to-do 'I‘hey are provuled wxbh
‘ @ maharaja, and live generally hy eultivation and trade,
. The Kshatmms are mosbly employed in military duties and other works in |
' -the palaae. 7, andd all the other castes in the ¢ ountry, live by cultivation,
‘ aac‘ordmg' t,o the laﬂ : ssyﬁtem, ten days in u month for‘




oots, one opening into the open verandah, the other to the no
north-west corner of the house. The fire place is on the floor

north-west corner. There is no chimney at all.  The fuel use:
\ dry reed jungle. This answers every purpose in the warm ¥
sad substitute for wood in the colder months ; connected w

1eir houses are many superstitious practices; fivst, the hous
. meneed on a lucky day, and that day having been fixed by
. on it (it makes no difference whether the other materials are ready or
| the first post called ““Jattra’ is erected. 'The post is bound towar
. top with a band of cloth, over which is tied a wreath of leave
. Malk, juice of the sugarcane and ghee are poured in the lo >

© and into the hole, in the ground in which it 1s to be fixed, are p ittle
. gold and silver. The number of bamboos forming the body of the frame for
. the thatch must not be equal on the south and north sides. 1If they were
' po, misfortune, they consider, would overtake the famil L
. Bocial position of Women, §c.~The women in Manipur, ma
' ried, are not confined in zenanas s they are in Bengal or H
' lclasses are alike in this respect, neither do they cover tl
strangers, They are very industrious; in this respect the opposite
 who are lazy and indolent. The most of thewoﬂr th

the heaviest, is performed by them, and they are consec

of the family circle. Sk R e
__All the marketing is done by women, all the work of buying and
‘gelling in public, and the earrying to and fro of the articles to be sold.
While at hombe they are busily employed in weaving and spinnin [t
would be difficult to find a more industrious woman in India than the
Manipuri. With all their industry and usefulness, women hold but a
.wery inferior soeial position, and are considered more in the light of goods
‘and chattels than as persons to be treated with honor and consideration,
. This is partly owing, no doubt, to the laxity of their marriage customs, =
< which are loose in the extreme, but still more to the baneful system of

. domestic slavery which is the prevailing custom of the country.
. Marriage Customs.-—Although to become man and wife it i
.. sary that the marriage ceramony should be performed, still it
. performed, but as often after as beforc cohabitation. A man

"
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: arnag:es are unknown Widows
abmans; ‘may xe-marry. In contracting ma
young couple are allowed to see and ap)
the parents approve of a marriage, the heads
mnga a.tters, presents are sent by the young man’s ym*entq o the
use of the girl; no return presents are made af this stage, Moue
ts arve not given. Food, fish, fruit, &e., constitute the
& be presented three times before the armngement is com'deled :
After mwma.ge there is no mle a8 to hvmg separa.te f ‘m‘bh |
t otherwise. .
fix Mﬂnlpuus of Kaohm, the re*latwns of the sexes
loose and productive of great immorality. This may in part be owi
o the prevalence of the Gundharva form of marriage, for the legali:
@ Hmdu Jaw declares 1ecipm<.a1 amorous agreement to
+ Thig is the sort of marriage which is now prevulent a_mcm
Lhar Manipuris, but the Rakasha form of marriage exists, in whic
de 18 corried off with a show of force, or b.ometuues stolimﬂ fm
‘house.
7y Mw worn. by, Mm.w—'l‘be men wear their hair, wluch is co
ng, and cormbed back from the forehead, which is occaswnally
th hiair ig gathered into a coil behind, Moustaches are uncom-
hough occasionally a man with a thick straight moustache will be
. are very uncommon. Boys' ‘heads are genemlly ahaved :

ly a straggling. quan g of bair on the back. -
i ‘s i, how worn—~The hair of the temalea 18 worn in three Sl
- different ways, aeqmdmg to age. When quite young, up to the age of

“about ten; the front part of the head is shaved, the back part from about
. thé level of the ears round the head bemg allowed to grow loose behind.
 The next fashion is that for unmarried girls, and is very peculiar ; the
. hair behmd," from about_ the middle of cach ear round, is allowed to grow
long, is eo back, and, tied in a knot or left loose. _In front of this
Lhe hair is aomhed torwards, and cut equul]y 50 as to xeach over the fore-

%
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P
in ¢ manner,  The
gs of gold in his ears when he can
iem have necklaces of corak and gold and |
i alled “ Khuji” on their wrists. They are v
wers in their earrings or in holes in the ears, and io their he
Dress, of the Women—~The dress of the women, when
s pictaresque and pleasing.  During the hot weather it
of cloth open ex¢ept at the bottom, where it is stitched
. edges for a few inches; shis ig folded round the body, u
- and over the breast, and tucked in by the hand at the s
. length it reaches to the ground, hut as this would be ine
(. ing, if is hitched up about half-way to the knee, and tucked
o owaisk, This piece of cloth, called a * Fapek,” is only wi
. one and a halt times round the body 5 this gives enongh
. the legs in walking. The Fanek is made of cotton and
. patterns are stripes of various colours and widths running
/| vial, the grouud-work being of different colours, The ¢
_are red, with green stripes, green, and black, blue wi
| gbripes, yellow ‘andf‘browu, dark-blue with green and white
A the top and bottom of the garment is a broad margi
|/ trieal figures or patterns of various kinds are sewn by han
©in wvarious colours,  Over the Fanek is worn a white sheet,
. in the usual native fashion, the face, however, being
. Tu the cold ‘geasgni_a‘shortgackqt, with long sleeveg i
 below the bust over the Panek, and is worn tight-fitti
(ig usually velvet or satin, black, blue, and grcen being the
The great drawback to. their dress in a Huropean’s eyes is
oil the figure: the whole weighti of the fanek resting on the br
the shape. Female children, until puberty, or near it, wes
round the waist, the upper part of the body being bave. .
Ornaments —The ornaments are earrings, necklets, and ‘bracelets -
naments are never worn, or vings on the toes. Nose ornaments
wited to a small piece of gold wire in the side of each nostril,
- The only ornaments which may be worn without restriction are jgay
~ these may be worn by any one.  With regavd to other ornaments of gold, =
 ipermisgsion for all bub the upper classes to wear them must be ohtained
. trom the raja. Gold-embroidered clothes are also forbidden, Orna ‘

he sam

gl

! ‘ :
. other metal than gold may be worn freely. L o
G aj?mem,‘ Gualoms,.,‘g’ﬂ.—r In‘ their intercourse am ngst th ts
L un‘i},uﬁ@,‘ -are Ceremonious, They "d‘drﬁé‘& oAt 601. g‘ i




province of Kachar,
§e.~The*Manipuris, h
i and supart, | The who
t of Kachar, and forms a ¢

i‘lﬁmt grow in Manipur Territory.
 classes and ages, and the tobacco is munvfacture
ngal. Opium i3 not uwsed by the Hindu par
v is there any consumption whatever of gunja
ther intoxieating drugs; drinking is most ¢

men ‘;w«Thé‘ouh-dmr games bf':thé‘Magipu‘
t may be said, which bas any populari ' hoel
formerly peculiar to Manipur, but which of late ye
wt‘

game former ‘
and become popular throughout a large portio
3 the game mamed polo in England which |

Ver
T

bl i WhRe i
e traditions of Manipur have it that the game of"hockey was first
y a Raja named Pakungha, who flourished about five hundred
.ecording to some, the introduction is given as late as the reigr
az, about one hundred and twenty years ago. The ghme,
altered since that time, and as it is now so generally
rief description of it will suffice. In* the more important
yed in Manipur, soven men on either side is considered the
, but in ordinary games any number may play. As might;
 the place of its birth, the play is much superior to what can
re ; it is much faster, and the hits ave delivered with greater
ames are alwuys started from the centre of the ground
ng thrown into the middle of the players; it is frequently
- reaching (he ground, The pace is kept fast from the com-
the game, and such a thing as a player being allowed to
‘ *%efésire delivering his ‘stroke, is unknown : an attempt at
d result iu the ball being at once taken away by
 When an evening’s play has co




ey :
Inddoor € -Of T, gamet ]
hose popule: in Bengal, as chess, cards, &e.  The g
anaba” is very popular, both amongst men and women, « A
this game is common also in the hills, but is simpler than

amiono: the Manpuris i 0 aiice s i gal gl
" There is another game; called ¢ Kekri-ke-Sanaba,”
| women ; in it a number of them join hands dancin
hanting the praises of Raja \Cgiugtung‘&qm 1
. Nagas to the south, .« s |
. The indoor amusement; in its season most enjoyed, is
game as peculiar to Mauipnr as that of  hockey-on
layed only in the spring, the players being generall
T dy  girle, with wvsually a2 sprinkling of men on eac
. seems to cause great excitement, and there iy great.
. the sides: The kang is the seced #f a creeper; it 1s nes
. an inch and a balf n diameter, and about three quarters
. This is placed upon the ground upright, at one time witl
- towards the party by whom it is to be strack, at another e
i i;‘h,‘;,;igbmguis  placed with its broad side to the party, it
. awith an ivory dislk ; when it is placed edge-wise, it is to
disk propelled on its flat side alovg the surface of the gro
_of the middle finger of the right hand acting off the for
A good player can propel the disk in this way with
precision.  The side having most hits, wing. The

foast at the expense of the losers. i ,
| #0onundrams”? are a fertile source of amusement. They appea
far-fetched, and sometimes not over delicate. 'The tale of Kham
Thoibi, sung by their Hesai Sokpa, or bards, never fails, with a
singer, to rivet attention. The svene of this tale, and the p.
was originally sung, is Moirang. T'he hero and heroine are
 have fonrished hundreds of years ago.. Thoibi is the daughter of the
' Moirang Chief’s brother, she loves Khamba, a lad poorin worldly riches,

* but rvich in personal beauty, of good descent, great modesty, courage,
. gtrength, and agility. Thoibi herself is a lady of surpassed bLeauty, and
. Khamba, having seen her by chance while boating on the Logtak, loved
. her ab first sight, but the course of truelove never yet runs sm

 was no exception with these lovers. . A person, named Ko)

=




anguago used in thoiz
The same is the case in the

heveas the writings ave intelligible on
tribes there is the same difference hetween the common la
theiy songs.  The singers of the adventures of Khamba an
‘ eii&*{sougﬂ with the notes of the * Pena,” the solit

songe
eir wri

: anipur, a sort of fiddle, with one string of horse ha
‘which is formed of the shell of a cocoanut, On the bow of ¢
w of little bells, which jingle in harmony with the air,
: : agr ‘of the Manipuris is not agreeable; it is harsh, shrill

navery; a few of the songs have, however, more pleasant airs. Some

‘them are of interminable length, and the longest of these have a spoke
1t alternating with the song proper. ' Besides the © Pena” above dese
d, the Manipuris use cymbals, drums, &c.,differing in no respec

d in Bengal. R ! e ,
vals or  Games~There are three public festivals or games h
annually in Manipur, and which are peculiar to the countyy, are of gre
- antiquity, and are unconnected with religious matters, ' The fivst of thes
. held in July, and consists chiefly of foot races.” This is called the
- chel”? (Lmum or Lumbi, a road ; Chelba, to run). The mext in Septes
called ““ Hooyang,” lasts five days; the chief sport is boat racin
woat in front of the raja’s palace. The third is ‘z‘m'assembl;r of
_ men under the Manipur Government, called the ¢ Haochongbat
- Lumehel~The Lumchel is a competition between the different ¢ Pan..
‘or classes among the Manipuri population. Brahmans, as also the

st class of Manipuris, the Lois, are not allowed to compete; but
' Mugsulmans may. The distance run by the competitors is u straight
< eourse from a brick bridge to the inside of the raja’s enclosure ; the distance
38 une alf a mile.. The first part of the races consists of trials of speed
v innahs at a time : the winners in these races run again when all
~ ‘have bad their trial, and the first man in of the whole wing the race of
‘the year. The firsi man veceives as his reward sundry presents, andis
-exeused from lallup, or forced labour, fox the rest of his life; he becomes a
hanger-on about the raja usually after his vietory. Old winners are
allowed to run again for the hounor of the thing : when they win more than
once, they get presents. The first in at the peliminary races between the
~ Pannahs are allowed three months exemption from lallap, These races cause
_great competition, and for months before they come off, various lanky-look.
Ang men, with scanty proportion of clothing, may be seen morning and =~

»




84 Y
: ,11 the moab whmh surmund o)
oat-vages come off contains plenty‘
) pormnt held in Mampur, and great prep
stands ave evected on both sides of the moat, the o
nsiderable size and  height. ’l*he ‘women oceupy stands
ide of the moat. The boats used in the races are two in nu
length, and hollowed out of a single tree ; the rowers numbe
men, each with a short pqddlew Besides bhe Towers aro |
 ing to the sleering and wrging on the crew. One
' front of the boat, and, leaning on his paddle, en “
men by stamping vxolently vmth his right foor ‘
. differs from most boat races, in the fact that here the greal
' one boat to foul the other and bore it into the bank, so
. boat is disabled, the men not being able to use their paddle
/thus always close together until at the finish, when the race
‘bv a foot or two ouly, the dlstaneﬂ piddled is ab«m q
| Tach vaes is rowed twice, whichever wins, and the esnlts
from year to year; As in the Lumchel, the campemors ar
ing to the different Punnahs. There are no rewards for
being mwed merely for the honor of the thin
_ which is like the others, bat ornamented with a
homs gily at the prow, accompanies the race
day steering his own boat in an ancient M
‘race, in the opinion, w many, is not & fair 1
rowers on eithey side, in ‘Which those w

mﬂy the vietors. = That fights occasionally happ 2
wise from sccidental canses, and are really wot a premedit Ui
the performance. - While the boats are paddhng down to the starting place, a
good dea’ of chaffing, ﬁwgmg of weeds, water, &e., between ¢ boats.

Gt place, but all seems to be econducted in a good- nvmvmed
One vory peculiar custom in vogue at this boat race i
1f one boat, smeceeds in swamping the other, the head w
samped boat becomes the property of the head man of
“caused his trouble. All his personal ornaments and clothing go with him,
‘and beforo e can be freed he has to pay sixty rupees; the mlue of an adult.
slave, | This year one boat was swamped, and its head man would have
bedome a slavo, bot ke was the brother-in-law. of the maha.r{ga who was
~ on the spot in his own boat, and forhade his being eaught, L
. Hookey maiches after the Boat: Ruces,—On ach of the fiv
; \!o the boab race, Important hockey matchesw \plwe. Immﬁc

£



ipur, i
e is based ouj he as&un’xpt 0
lo between he ages of 11 and 60 to pla
of the state, without remuneration, for a cextai
the system of lallup was fivst introdue
akungba, and it has undergone. little, chang
ht ‘pominally . the disposal of
g ten days service is o arrang
ays and has bis iterval of thirty with
1 individual. coming of age to pert
ivate for his support one purree of land 1
the tax $o the raja;  In the case of permangnt;
o under sixty may be exeused from labor ‘
he authorities satisfied of the true nature of 4
ividual wishing to escape his turn of duty,‘ :
tute or pay @ certain sum, which sum g
d, or the rest of the lallup may agree
- In no case does the money paid
gxa ment of twelve annas will, it is said,
¢ ~.,1alluy or clags. o Iabc»urwf e

s aleady s
in th Vcountry i theﬁe may be dwxdad mto early and. late
erop ripens in three months, and is ready for cuiting.

ears @ large. quantity of the early sort has S
ere are four varieties, viz., Supkhong Dumai, K.ubo‘]? i
Angulhah. ’I‘he laba ewp upens in six months, and i




128y, moye a,smmgbmbrm;a’ls, cugum e, pnm
obacco. of good uality, English vegetabl \
inglish, cabbage, cauliffowers, beans, &
}ifft i grown in the cold seaaon ‘in small quan
BUALYL( 5
mm are soarce, and fow in numbm Pla
| mangoes (some of large size and fir
rtmﬂ procurable, which wo
e man goe at Manipur ems‘

| 'seed oftm produces as many as thre
arated when young, would all grow in
ng an English variety is ‘common, bub, as met
essively bitter. Peaches grow, bub of | poor g

‘ﬂ;slopés of the hills, of fair appearance externally, but quite
hroughout the valley and the nexghbourmg‘hﬂl@  the br
common, J i ‘ ’

q ulrty, Indm orn, pan I o
‘and plants used also foad by the h“ﬂL.
Jute, flax, hemp, are not cultivated.
amnadan populatmn only to a small extent,
omestic Ammals.-«w'l‘he domestic animals kent by |
‘or rather pony, the cow, buffalo, goat, d
t.  Dogs are only occasionally kept by them, They o
nelean, and therefore have to bathe if touched by them,
Breed of Ponies—The breed of ponies in Manipu
in Burma; they are generally small, under twelve bands high, o
" and har dy Good | ponies are demdedly searce, and the Mampums T
markable carelessness in breeding them. They are allowed to graze about
the country in herds. (,ouseque nb tpon this, good ponies are bemmmg [
more and more rave every year, and threatm to become altogrether exbinct
at uo dwmat date,




ndig the best.  Arabs, asa rule,
Assa asteru Bengal, which Mampm resemb;
attla; “The ordinary breed of catcle is the same 1
 better looking olass of animals, probnbl  from
favourable, and grazing gmund bcmg“ of bette
lately ¢ d ed to a

\ ariety resembling
al, ,d,for‘ ed the chief trade ¢

8 ‘xlled‘by ﬁhe murrain, as many as ninef,
; d.  Sheep are ot bred in the valley
e ewes giving asmany as two
othm domeatxe ammals rasemble

Pt 5y H zJLmen w’l‘he domestw ammals kept
‘ ] ffaloes, cows, methnas, goats,. pigs, dogs,
- The methna or hill cow is an animal pecy
urdenua- on the north-eastern frontier. It is a large | animal
}]):a of hovi‘y ‘closely resembles  the buf"-mlo, its horns are sho
however ‘the cow and thick at the base; it is also seen, unhke;thﬂ "
1ffaloe, with the hide marked in coloured patehes, although black
ary colour ; neither is it half amphlbmus like the buffalo. T
hly valued by the hill-men, and is consequently expensive ;. the cos cos
‘ethna bemg fmm ¥ dp@es forty to seventy, thus very few ca aﬂ'ord o
m. No use is ade of the animal while alive, it not bemg worked
uftalo, It is killed for feasts and sacrifices, The goat
ills 38 the hng-haxred variety. The dog, except to the north, is
to the Benga.h pmah The same with the other ammals ment,mued

drea of Z(;ml it fm C’ud/wammz A nnposmble to ascertam wxﬂh a.ny
o preexsmn the amount of land cultivable in Manipur, but it is believed abouf.
: he whole area of the valley is fit for raising umpa i
Of this, only about a half is under cultivation. . ‘
A f land-holding—The whole land system of the vallay start:
: 'Wlth the assumption that all the land belongs to the raja, and is his, to
 giye a.way or. remm‘aa\.he pleages. Under theraja'is an official named the
 Phunan Salungba, whose duty if is to superintend all maftters conneated
l d cultivation; e looks after the measurement, receives the rent in
transacts aiﬂ business matters connected wmh land on behalf of
The land is sub-divided into villages and  their. surmundmgs ]
£ each division or village looks after the cultivation, and is.
espo aﬁb o for the realization of the tas payablein kind by each enltivator;
he holds no inferest in the land, and is merely an agent of the raja. ,
: Grants of land given to Javourites, &c.~-Besides the land thus dxreotly,f- al
asit were, cultivated for the mja, grants of lands are given to officials =
' and favourite netimes for their own lives only, or for a specified fime,
~ sometimes fo emaelves nud. deﬂcendants, Thsese hold their kmds oni




% 8 a
| purree, _ i
(mly ba taken from every one. ahka
» average from obhers may be set doy g Ve
s seldom exceeded, ‘exoept in_ rare emergencies, as wa
mly apply to. hmd cultivated for the vaja or hel
llup In cases where lands are held by officials,
en; the bmdens are more sovero - runni

,Ip s
C ‘nmdeﬁng. lmweve- that thca worat purree o
‘b keﬁs r.md i;he besﬁ fmm one humilmd mnd’lx

amm iﬁ g'wm mxﬁ as two, overy bnaket (Wel' thmx
6 a matber of grievance as it is now, |
. average yield per purree, or three acres, is ab
fby baskets annually; each basket contains ahout sixt
Wlhwatwn ‘extending or 06&3}@03&&*&« : :
proprietor of the soil, and can di
wohibited from eultivating, but rathe
comes on ﬁufy is entltled to cultivate one |
ko sai j he tax ta.lmn over ty

1 attentmn has becu dm,ctcd to the 1m pmvement‘_
' raja is anxious to bring more land into cultivation, fo
‘caused water-conrses to be dug, he will see clearly ti
‘bhe Kaxrmthm as tu mnka‘th peop




ng ’I‘he se&d fnr t
re usually sown very close, i
en the traneplanting seas
sful out of the ground ; the roots
to them, and hzwmg been
e goparately inserted in the mud. W
ns look as if they were all withered up, but
ring up and aﬁ'oxd an excellent crop. ' If the ground has been car
eprived of weeds hefore sowing the erop, weeding afterwards
The only cultivation of any importance is that of rice, No
¢ 18 ever placed on the ground, and yet, year affer yea
ised on the same spot.  The yield has, of course, lesson
, but its being still so very considerable as it is, evince
The mainstay, however, of Munipur is the cvop raised at Th
ity. There the river, once at least in the year, inund
g them amazing fertility. About Thobal they
~ harrow, which, drawn by a buffalo over the rice fields, upreo
- nately the weeds and rice. The former dw, but the mce
1 nd is not m_)med. ‘When the rice beging to. ripe! )
ched against the depredations of immense flights of birds.. De
her wild animals also, do a great deal of mischief, and againe hem
‘ ave to be taken. 'The rice having mpened, is cub witl
¢ top, and having & nOH{,h edge hke a
dsful on the ground, and when dry, tied vp in
ves arc carried to the part of the field most convenient. for the
the rice beat from them on a large reed mat. | After having
by means of fans, the riee is ready for the granary; and
b Thm sun-dried rice keeps very waﬁ in husk; but when
”bhe husks, it can be kept for a short time only 'I‘he straw i
‘pile round the place where the pa.ddy was at oub. xcept ,;
se 18 made of b, i S
 be seen from the above desm-ipmn that ﬂm mode uf eul@w%zon, o
planhng and trausplanting the rice, &c., is the same as that followed
Kastern  Bengal, The f'ertxhty of the soil, which continues without
«é‘mfmnm to yiel d erop, is doubtless owing to the fact that the riv
ugh the valley are in the rainy season enorm
mud whwh be omes anuually depomtcd in the uee fields, -

wsly loaded Wlth
'lha Mumpums o
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1 ;
he Brﬂnsh rupee. T
‘same va,lue, cu‘cu!a’re
wo-anna pieces. About
. then political agent to mtrodu,

ln rge quanm%v was supplied by Govermnm T
atled, as the women in the bazars positis
4, and the coin had to be retarned. ,‘The
n with rupees and s;ma}ler silver coms, are ar
6 country ‘;‘Besxdes eoin, bart“j ga :

| \xmg*hh he’ anhexpa‘bed from Lhe s
res ave few and unimportant ; ‘they ¢co
anufactured in cotton of various km 8
‘Toss.”  These coarse cloths are
however, find their way into
loth have been made from English yarm
fher manaiaetmes, it in said, there hag hee
‘ t. Formetly tanmng was 2 matter o
r, Now they use the hark of a tree, wh
3 by this they malke leather supermr oany
ey also enamel the leather vuy nicely
s of deer and. f ‘ nd the artm les made T

and water gharas V'am mude b

tﬁwhe ; ﬁhe stune ub@d“‘ i




ost tmpovmub article o
, he  silk cultuve is entirel
g pulmon, and only fiv mlla-ges t
6 to th(, “hills rears 1 he worm
‘vf silk is fata.l 1o ite extemwn, as by
b s0 much associates position or caste
ployments pursued, any one w
ition fi ubecomeabm ﬂms it

Bpecies is common in Bengai, a,lt;ho 2 :
erior quality. About three hundred persons are em
and bhey pay for the privilege some three)
this ayment excused from  the operati
be raw silk is dmposed of by the ahove
' wey . having originally, it i said, ¢
in Upper | Burma. These weave it in
narbands, dresses for the women,
find their way into Kachar. The Buro
‘up greedily all the raw silk
wbhe sxlk, !

pnnb m; the day, the wom
afternoon this markeimplfwe is deser
he side of the road Jeading to the ra
i ; ‘and a very short distance from the b d
- any of the market-places at the. e ' :
nd the women remain expoged to rain ovsun as the case n
*same’ custom prevails in the British provinces of Kachar and |
. the Manipuri population settled there. There is very little to
. Buropean in the contents of the various marke b-p}aces, w
d, such as \dry fish, rice, vegetable
men, and aweetmeata. Hare




g of m
80 characteris
sarvants,

nd take fram:',tbh@a,ﬁomeu enough foo
complained agamst by the women,

diseriminate plundering cartied on,
¢ of them ; the amount o rried o

cing them to ou
their willingness to submit to o
: mposed, to avoid the irregular Inndering that
penly carried on.  This cu tom was supposed to ﬁave ‘been  abolis
71 ‘on representations being made by the officiating political a
. small tax being substituted on all the women froquenting the baz
. articles for sale, Affer a time, however, the custom was reviv
 raja’s mo tting the ercdit of making daily requisitions in th
instead of the vaja’s retainers j thus matters ave actually worse than
a8 the poor women find themsclves saddled with a tax, and get robbed,
- extent at least, as before, into the bargain. S
very in Mawipur~Another of the institutions of the counfry whic
v briefly be described i slavery. The name of slavery, however,
oars to Baropean ideas, is, perhaps, too hargh a name for the mild
hich in most, if not in all, instances obtains in Manipur, .
sus.~~The slavery which exists in Manipur may properly
0 two classes; 194, that in ‘which any one becomes a g
y or permanently of his own free will ; and 2ad, when
slave of foreibly, and against the will.. Debt is perhaps
1

e

 mosti general canse of voluntary slavery. In this ease 4 man in d il
o 'his inability to pay, and agree to serve his eveditor unti e

t/ can’ be paid; his services thus are credited as interest on
nal debt, although it does not follow that the original sum in all
a greater or less sum may be taken, as may be agreed on. Men
bt also bocome slaves for a money consideration of which they may
often as they are fed and clothed at their owner’s expense, as
observes, from ¢ sheer laziness,” Nothing can be said in favour
under which people may become slaves not of their own free
ancommon form of this kind of slavery is that of parents
their children either temporarily or permanently, a fraitfil

soure "vxmﬁioral_iﬁy.j Tt is said that this is ouly resorted to in extreme
‘cases, as waut of food, &c., and is looked upon as a disgrace; but this s
oubtful.  For certain erimes people are made slaves.  In cases

of theft, when the culprit is caught but the goods not recovered in full,

he and his family may be seized and gold until the claim for the stolen

goods ix recovered. - In cages of ‘debt, when the claim is not settled and
| no arrangere 1ade, the debtor and his family may be goized and sold
o satisfaction. the debt. In adultery eases, when the claim for damages
~ cannot be realized, the same may happen,  The raja’s slaves number about




se ag he thinks pro
irteen senior mem!

, named. majors

m

he
he ch

mior members of the court
¢ eldest san of the rajn, and

The guard or Military Co
] and oth
sh epoys ate concerne

iy

s.~The  punishment;
erous;  Treason or conspiracy :
hat ean he committed.  Before the ad
laxed the severity of the punish
penalty, not only to the aef of
, ief eulprit belong fo the 1mi
and thrown nto a river, and ‘theve kep
punishment is_believed to be common in Bh
resent Raja, Narsingly, carried out the puni
ie. next offence in point of m
death, except in the cage of
urder s simply banishment from:

aing

ménhé

e kept ui
oG tan)
tnishm
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le ' Imprisonmen pite 1
wma ollows payment of the d ’t
zjm of 1m1

thin the raJa 5 enclosme, ‘
rmk Wall‘ aurl 18 oalou]mﬁed to accom modaﬁc

ts eonatmctmn some nine or o years ago, amon .
isoners only five deaths have occurred,  The
yed on the roads, &c., ‘ontside, which may hel B
ortality.  'Ihe interior discipline of the Jail 18 looked
s0. Breaches of discipline are punished by ﬂogg'ng-
Arons, eugthened ‘term of mlpmdnmmt i
d, but pot heavily, ~ © ‘
Before quitting the sxzbJecb of off’ences, (
wounding or killing, which are serious cri
ode . In every case where
 have to be informed of tho eiroumstance ; and ah'
ed in & good wany instances, if not in all, by ¢
V:bs; whom the ¢ cow bdonged or, in doubtful cMes’ )
y for This gives rise to a great deal of ram&h b
spit aga.mmt another, has only to amugglu a'dead ¢o
ome of his eattle to get him into trouble.
fo tr ymg‘such cases, like the others, receive a,sb o
the fines inflicted ; so, it ma be lmamned fow

G ?‘Pf‘: &0 : s
f encouragement on th«z paxt of ﬁhe ;
- closed. - Some few boys a attend occasionally,

illiterate are they, that some
tite, and are not & wluﬁg i

f)f :knowled&e :







i ht. A very short expemsnee of th
; vsettle the fate of my house; after swaying ab
s ereakmg an& groaming for a brief space, the upper storey. buil
" “and bambon,\settled down with a crash on the E)wrﬁr walls,
i uately, mlthgugh ‘much fissured and thrown out of the per peuch
: i o8 Almost immediately after the fall of th
and I was enabled to regain my feet, and see wha
4 ' 1 found the house inside in a deplomble gtate,
; “bmg the wonderful force of the earthquake ; heavy book-ca
rticles of furniture had been literally thrown violently abou
‘ Jerockery, ‘bottles, &o., was very great.  Ou
ound I fornd the house in which the treasure chest was bwq
ut no . one hurk. A gianae at the rajb
¢ vaja’s pucka hmzse was in ruins, with man
sulistantial bmléhng‘a In fact, in every direction fallen hﬂum of a
- “descriptions, slight or substantial, attested the great violonca of the em‘th- v
“ quake, Everycne wasina state of very great alavm, never‘hmvmg expes
L wd iything of the kind, except the very slightest shocks before.
ch terrox and confusion, it is a difficult mutter to make accu
bions ‘a8 to time, &e., however, I looked at: my watch when the
mdnee and found it three minutes past five (evening), on ¥is-
d after the earthquake was over, it ‘was exactly five
Uowing for errors, T think it may be almost. agsumed
the aho&k lasted ubout a minute and a half So far ad ol

‘unmuai in the weatzher or the ter p ;
of the sbwk 1 had an excelletit opportunity of obsety
‘the weather ou the day ‘of the earthquake, as I rodeinto
the foot of the hills to the south-west of the: valley that
two things that strick me were the entire absence of
% the usual fog, and the presence of & particularly dense bank of
% Blackish cloud over th ‘high hills to the north-west, the rest of the sky
| “being clear. The natives all say, and I agree with them, that the first
i ahoeL was almosﬁ due :mrth and som;h bm; amoxdiug to them the uu&u-‘ :

g ing the: s’mﬁﬁ of
b mornmg' 3 th




faot., Mauy ‘of {hes(, dnsed aperty were qu
yallin ng @ stick to be pushed down. 10 or 12
! ched, Th m'm blanch of ,

Ol
.. most extensively
nany places. On the :
ot, and the current was very sluggis
piemseél the followmg day the rxvcr ad‘

ilad only been fxmsbe& .ﬁ‘
ernsh‘ “_‘to déath and

{ desbwy‘

, g mshncts and bhanas ave not yet b

‘ ar as scertain, the earthquake has been'
valley ud \Idx,rem;mn in the hills, and muoh

done, but so far as 1 can hear wnthoub loss of life. A
Burmeso frontier, four days’ joutney from this, ¢
‘baving been very severe and the ground was ex W ohe.
: od. To ‘t}m north many villages belonging to the Nagas hav been‘
\Qdemohshed The hill strears have all nisen from 1 to bl Al
~ “the salt-wells in the vallay,; some 14 miles from this, but htﬂe ‘damag‘e e
% was done to the houses, but the ealt water i in the wells : orted to
% haye. mcwa,sed in depth 6 feet, and %his ir was accompanied
“by much noise. 1 have made enqmries a8 to tba behaviour of th
large lake or jhil to the south of this, about 14 miles, as I e pecte
bhaﬁ w wguld shcm some remax‘kable pheno‘ e‘ua, and I am inform










